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Ref. Existing, 
Proposed or 
Upgraded 
Access?  

Location  Description  Purpose  

provides western 
access to Site B 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA03 Upgraded Great Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to single field in 
Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA04 Upgraded Great Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to single field in 
Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA05 Upgraded Great Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to single field in 
Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA06 Upgraded Great Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to north of Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA07 Upgraded Little Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to west of Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA08 Proposed Little Staughton Road New access, 
provides access 
to east of Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA09 Upgraded Little Staughton Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides access 
to south of Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA10 Upgraded Spring Hill Road Upgrade existing 
field access, 
provides eastern 
access to Site B 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 
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Ref. Existing, 
Proposed or 
Upgraded 
Access?  

Location  Description  Purpose  

SA11 Proposed Spring Hill Road Temporary 
access required 
for laying cable 
between Site B 
and Site C 

Construction 

Decommissioning 

SA12 Upgraded Great Staughton Road Upgrade to 
existing access to 
provide access 
from Site A / B to 
Site C / D 

Construction 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA13 Upgraded Moor Road Upgrade existing 
access to Site C 

Operation 

SA14 Proposed Moor Road Temporary 
access required 
during 
construction and 
decommissioning 
to provide access 
to Site C from Site 
D, and to lay 
cable between 
Site C and Site D 

Construction 

Decommissioning 

SA15 Proposed Moor Road Temporary 
access required 
during 
construction and 
decommissioning 
to provide access 
to Site C from Site 
D, and to lay 
cable between 
Site C and Site D 

Construction 

Decommissioning 

SA16 Proposed B645 Main Site Access, 
and access to 
Site D 

Construction (inc. 
Abnormal Load) 

Operation 

Decommissioning 

SA17 Proposed Duloe Lane Temporary 
access required 
to lay grid 
connection 

Construction 

Decommissioning 
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3.2.3 The main site access will be via a new priority junction to be constructed off 

the B645, which will provide access into Site D (SA16). This access junction 

would be reached from the strategic road network (SRN) at the A1 St. Neots 

junction, via the B645 Kimbolton Road.  

Ref. Existing, 
Proposed or 
Upgraded 
Access?  

Location  Description  Purpose  

between Site D 
and Eaton Socon 
Substation 

SA18 Existing Duloe Lane Existing access 
from Duloe Lane 
to provide 
temporary access 
to fields south of 
Duloe Lane for 
laying grid 
connection to 
Eaton Socon 
Substation 

Construction 

Decommissioning 

SA19 Proposed Bushmead Road  Temporary 
access required 
to lay grid 
connection 
between Site D 
and Eaton Socon 
Substation 

Construction 

Decommissioning 

SA20 Existing Bushmead Road  Existing access 
from Bushmead 
Road to the Eaton 
Socon Substation, 
required on 
temporary basis 
to lay grid 
connection 
between 
Bushmead Road 
and Eaton Socon 
Substation 

Construction 

Decommissioning 
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3.5.6 A further 4 accidents occurred along the B645 between Hail Weston and the 

main site access junction. Of these, 2 slight injury accidents occurred in the 

immediate vicinity of the proposed main site access junction location. 

However, one of these accidents occurred on a Saturday afternoon, with the 

other occurring in the early hours of the morning. As such, neither of these 

accidents occurred during the proposed hours of construction. There were 

also 2 accidents which occurred in a similar location on a tight bend 

approximately 850m north-west of Hail Weston, one resulting in serious injury 

and one being fatal. The serious-injury accident was a single vehicle accident 

involving a motorcyclist. The fatal injury accident involved a collision between 

a car and an HGV. However, both of these occurred after 6pm, and therefore 

outside of the proposed construction hours. No other details relating to the 

circumstances of this accident are available. 

3.5.7 A single accident, which resulted in serious injury, occurred on Great 

Staughton Road approximately 430m west of the Zantra business park 

access junction. This also involved a collision between a car and an HGV, 

although no other details relating to the circumstances of this accident are 

available. 

3.5.8 In addition to the above accidents which occurred on the local highway 

network, a total of 4 accidents occurred on the A1 in the vicinity of the St. 

Neots junction. Of these, 2 resulted in slight injury, one of which occurred in 

the northbound carriageway and one in the southbound carriageway, with 1 

resulting in serious injury. This involved a collision between a car and a 

motorcycle at the point where the northbound on-slip merges with the 

northbound carriageway. Regrettably, there was also a single fatal accident 

on the northbound on-slip. This was a single-vehicle accident involving a 

motorcyclist. 

3.5.9 Other than the single accident which occurred on Great Staughton Road, 

there were no other accidents recorded on any of the highway links which 

would be used to access Sites A, B and C, or at any of the locations where 

the proposed grid connection route crosses the public highway. 
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3.5.10 None of the accidents recorded within the study area constituted a cluster 

site, based on the CCC definition which considers an accident cluster as being 

6 or more accidents, or 3 or more serious or fatal accidents, occurring within 

100m or at a junction during the most recent 3-year period. 

3.5.11 As such, while it is regrettable that fatal accidents occurred within the study 

area, it is considered that the PIA data demonstrates that there are no existing 

highway safety concerns which are likely to be exacerbated by the Scheme. 

3.5.12 It should be noted that the PIA data also shows that a total of 3no. accidents 

occurred along the B645 between the main site access and Moor Road, 

comprising 1 slight, 1 serious and 1 fatal severity accident. A further 4no. 

accidents, comprising 2 slight and 2 serious injury accidents, occurred within 

Great Staughton. However, it is not proposed that any construction traffic 

would be routed along these sections of the B645. 

3.6 Existing Public Transport Facilities  

3.6.1 There are no bus stops or routes along the impacted sections of Moor Road, 

Green End, or Great Staughton Road. 

3.6.2 The 150 bus service, which provides 4 buses per day between Eynesbury 

and Tilbrook, runs along the B645 Kimbolton Road, although there are no bus 

stops located along the impacted section of the road. The nearest served 

stops are located within the village of Hail Weston, approximately 2km south-

east of the main site access, and in Great Staughton approximately 530m 

west of the B645 Kimbolton Road / Moor Road junction. 

3.6.3 The 28A bus service provides 3 buses per day in the southbound direction 

along the B660 Kimbolton Road, as part of a circular route between Bedford 

and Little Staughton. There are no bus stops located along the impacted 

section of the road. The nearest informal stopping place is located at the B660 

Kimbolton Road / Great Staughton Road junction, approximately 130m north 

of the proposed construction access route, although no formal bus stop 

infrastructure is provided.  
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b. Establishment of foundations for the transformers, control building 

and electrical equipment; 

c. Construction of the control building; 

d. Establishment of metallic structures for the electrical equipment; 

e. Delivery and installation of the 400 kV transformers; 

f. Installation of switchgear, cabling and other equipment; 

g. Establishment of other minor ancillary works. 

iii)  Construction of the 400 kV Grid Connection (Months 3 to 1 3); 

a. Establishment of temporary access road and crossings; 

b. Excavation of trench in sections; 

c. Excavation and construction of cable jointing chambers in sections; 

d. Laying of cable conduits in the trenches between cable jointing 

chambers; 

e. Pouring of concrete around the conduits and backfilling of trench 

with soils; 

f. Cable pulling between cable jointing chambers; 

g. Connecting of cables within cable jointing chambers; 

h. Establishment of new generation bay within the Eaton Socon 

Substation; 

i. Testing and commissioning of grid connection; 

j. Sealing of cable jointing chambers and backfilling of land above 

cable jointing chambers; and 

k. Removal of temporary access road and reinstatement of all land. 

iv)  Construction of the East Park BESS (Months 7 to 24);  

a. Establishment of internal access roads, fencing and surfacing; 

b. Establishment of foundations for the battery storage units, 

transformers, control building, auxiliary transformer and water 

storage tanks; 

c. Establishment of internal cable trenches between equipment; 

d. Installation of cabling; 

e. Delivery and installation of battery storage units, transformers, 

control building, auxiliary transformer and water storage tanks; and 

f. Testing and commissioning of BESS. 
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v) Construction of East Park Sites A, B C and D (Months 2 to 30).  

a. Establishment of fencing; 

b. Marking out locations of solar PV tables, solar transformers, and 

trenches; 

c. Excavation of trenches and laying of conduit for cables; 

d. Establishment of surface water drainage infrastructure; 

e. Establishment of foundations for solar transformers (and 

centralised inverters if used); 

f. Establishment of solar PV mounting structures; 

g. Installation of solar PV modules, inverters, and transformers; 

h. Establishment of CCTV and monitoring systems; 

i. Construction of storage, operations and maintenance building; 

j. Installation of low voltage cabling between solar PV modules, string 

inverters, transformers and CCTV; 

k. Installation of 33 kV high voltage cabling between solar 

transformers and East Park Substation; 

l. Testing and commissioning; and 

m. Establishment of soft landscaping in areas of habitat mitigation. 

4.2 Construction Programme  

4.2.1 The construction phase is expected to last for approximately 30 months, 

based on experience of constructing other similar-scale installations across 

Europe. For the purpose of this assessment, it has been assumed that 

construction would proceed in line with the indicative phasing and resourcing 

schedule in ES Vol 2  Appendix 2 -1: Indicative  Construction Phasing and 

Resourcing Schedule [EN010141/DR/6.2] .  

4.2.2 In order to present a robust assessment of the potential impacts of the 

Scheme, the construction phasing and resourcing schedule assumes some 

overlap between the construction programmes for the main scheme 

elements. Based on this assumption, construction would commence in early 

2028, with completion in mid- to late-2030. 







 
 

 

 
 
ES Appendix 9-1: Transport Assessment          37 
September 2025  
Version P01 

the SRN at the A1 at St Neots. Alongside utilising sections of the public 

highway, a temporary access road will be constructed to facilitate vehicle 

movements between different parts of the Site via a series of temporary and 

permanent site access junctions. The construction access strategy has been 

designed to avoid vehicles using the public highway as far as practicable. 

4.5.2 The indicative construction access routes are illustrated on ES Vol 3 Figure 

2-5: Illustrative  Construction Access and Compounds  

[EN010141/DR/6.3] , while the proposed site access locations are illustrated 

and referenced on ES Vol 3 Figure 2 -4: Proposed Site Access  

[EN010141/DR/6.3] . A full description of each of the proposed site access 

junctions is included in Table 3.1. In total there are 20 permanent or 

temporary points of access with the public highway. Each access has been 

identified with a specific Site Access (SA) reference number from SA01 to 

SA20. 

4.5.3 The main site access during construction will be created from the B645 into 

East Park Site D (ref. SA16 in Table 3.1), and this will be located 

approximately 3.7km north-west of the A1 / B645 junction, and 1.4km south-

east of a junction between the B645 and Moor Road. All HGVs and 

construction staff would access the Site via the main site access, arriving into 

Site D.  

4.5.4 Once vehicles arrive in Site D from the main site access off the B645, a 

temporary access road will connect westward across fields to Site C, avoiding 

the use of Moor Road aside from a single crossing point. From Site C, access 

will be taken north-west via a new track to an existing HGV access to Great 

Staughton Road where vehicles will follow the public highway to access Site 

B, thus avoiding large volumes of traffic passing through Great Staughton. 

Vehicles would be routed through Site B crossing Green End close to Lodge 

Farm before continuing west towards the B660. At the B660 vehicles would 

follow the public highway for a short section before accessing Site A using an 

existing access at Manor Farm. 
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4.5.5 The grid connection route will require the creation of temporary crossing 

points for construction traffic access across Duloe Lane and Bushmead Road 

to the north-west of Eaton Socon.   

4.5.6 An outline Construction Traffic Management Plan ( oCTMP) 

[EN010141/DR/7.4] has also been prepared as part of the application. The 

oCTMP sets out the proposed measures that would be implemented to 

minimise the impact of construction traffic on local communities by defining 

the routes that construction traffic must take, any timing restrictions in relation 

to the use of certain routes, and the penalties to contractors if the oCTMP is 

not adhered to. The oCTMP is a control document that will be certified as part 

of the DCO and implemented via a Requirement in Schedule 2 of the draft 

DCO [EN010141/DR/3.1] . Should the Scheme be consented, the DCO will 

require that a final Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) in 

substantial accordance with the oCTMP is prepared prior to commencing the 

construction phase. 

4.6 Site Access Visibility Splays  

4.6.1 Visibility splay requirements at the proposed Site access locations which will 

be required during the operational phase have been designed in accordance 

with the desirable minimum stopping sight distances as set out in Design 

Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) CD 109 Highway Link Design, 

extrapolated from the recorded 85th percentile speeds obtained from the ATC 

data collected at the approaches to each Site access, other than at the main 

site access (SA16), which has been designed in accordance with the DMRB 

desirable minimum stopping sight distance based on the design speed for the 

B645. 

4.6.2 For Site accesses which will be required on a temporary basis during the 

construction phase only, visibility splay requirements have been extrapolated 

from stopping sight distances extrapolated from Manual for Streets (MfS), 

based on the recorded 85th percentile speeds obtained from the ATC data 

collected at the approaches to each access. It is proposed that temporary 
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speed restrictions and traffic management will be implemented in these 

locations to control vehicle speeds in these locations during the construction 

phase (see Section 7.4 ).   

4.6.3 The visibility splays at each Site access are illustrated on Figures B1 to B10 

in Annex  B. These figures illustrate that the required visibility splays are 

achievable within the public highway, other than at two locations where the 

required visibility splays cross private land adjacent to the public highway 

(accesses SA16 and SA19). At each of these accesses points there is no 

existing vegetation within the private land that obstructs views, however it is 

a provision of the DCO that no obstructions are erected within the visibility 

splay and, if required, existing features will be managed to maintain visibility. 

4.7 Swept Path Assessment  

4.7.1 In order to demonstrate that the Site can be safely and satisfactorily accessed, 

swept path assessments have been undertaken using a 16.5m articulated 

lorry, which is the largest vehicle anticipated to require access to the Site on 

a regular basis during the construction period. 

4.7.2 These swept path assessments are illustrated within Figures C1 to C10 

within Annex  C. These figures show that the proposed Site accesses and 

sections of road network leading to them can satisfactorily cater for 

construction-related vehicles requiring access to the Site for the majority of 

the access junctions. This includes two-way movement of 16.5m articulated 

lorries at the main site access (SA16). 

4.7.3 The swept path assessment does, however, identify that minor road widening 

works will be required to facilitate the two-way movement of HGVs along 

Spring Hill Road between Great Staughton Road and access SA10 during the 

construction phase.  

4.7.4 It should also be noted that any damage that is caused to the highway as a 

result of large vehicles associated with the construction of the Scheme would 

be made good by the Applicant. This is secured by the outline Construction 
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Environmental Management Plan [EN010141/DR/7.3]  to ensure that the 

condition of the construction routes are recorded both before / after the 

installation period and that nil detriment occurs to the local highway network. 

4.7.5 During the operational phase, the largest vehicle to require access to the Site 

on a regular basis would be a four-wheel drive vehicle or small van for 

maintenance purposes. A number of turning areas have been provided 

internally within the Site to cater for maintenance (operational) vehicles 

requiring access. However, the swept path assessment clearly demonstrates 

that the access junctions would safely accommodate access for any larger 

vehicles that are required for maintenance activities during the operational 

phase.  

4.8 Operational Phase  

4.8.1 During the operational phase, access to the Site would principally be to the 

East Park BESS and substation, and to the wider site for routine maintenance 

operations, replacement of faulty equipment, habitat management, and 

farming activities. It is expected that there would be up to 20 full time 

equivalent (FTE) staff on-site at any one time, split between site maintenance, 

management and administrative roles, and land management tasks. There 

will also be a small number of visitor trips per week for deliveries and servicing 

of equipment. Operational access would be via the existing public highway 

with limited traffic movements expected. The storage, operations and 

maintenance building would contain spare equipment and tools for routine 

repairs and maintenance.   

4.8.2 As identified within Table 2.33 in ES Vol 1  Chapter 2: The Scheme  

[EN01041/DR/6.1] , several of the proposed access junctions would be 

temporary, for use during the construction and decommissioning phases. The 

proposed site access arrangements and internal access tracks that would be 

used during the operational phase are illustrated in ES Vol 3 Figure 2 -5: 

Illustrative  Construction Access and Compounds  [EN010141/DR/6.3] .  
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4.8.3 Maintenance access to the Site would primarily be by four-wheel drive 

vehicles or vans. The requirement for HGV access to the Site during the 

operational phase will be rare, for example for exceptional maintenance 

activities such as the replacement of transformers. Such activities are likely 

to only occur once every 5-10 years. Further detail on the indicative 

operational lifespan of key individual components of the Scheme is included 

within Table 2-35 in ES Vol 1 Chapter 2: The Scheme  [EN010141/DR/6.1]. 

Any HGV movements required during the operational phase would be 

controlled by the measures set out in the outline Operational 

Environmental Management Plan (oOEMP) [EN010153/DR/7. 5]. 

4.9 Decommissioning Phase  

4.9.1 When the operational phase ends the Scheme would require 

decommissioning. All solar modules, mounting poles, cabling, inverters, 

transformers, BESS equipment, the East Park substation, and fencing would 

be removed from the Site and recycled or disposed of in accordance with 

applicable regulations, guidelines and good practice at that time. The Site 

would be returned to a condition suitable for return to its original use after 

decommissioning.  

4.9.2 Decommissioning is expected to take between 12 and 24 months and would 

be undertaken in phases. The effects of decommissioning are often similar to, 

or to a lesser magnitude than, the construction effects. An outline 

Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan (oDEMP) 

[EN010141/DR/7.6] has been prepared to support the DCO application. It will 

provide a framework for the management of environmental impacts during the 

decommissioning phase of the Scheme, including transport impacts. The 

oDEMP will also set out monitoring and auditing activities which would be 

used to ensure mitigation measures are carried out, recorded and effective. 

Post-consent, this outline plan will be developed into a final plan which must 

be in substantial accordance with the outline, and the Scheme must be 

decommissioned in accordance with that final plan. A Decommissioning 

Traffic Management Plan will be prepared as part of the final DEMP. This is 
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secured via a Requirement in Schedule 2 of the draft DCO  

[EN010141/DR/3.1] . 

4.9.3 As such, no further detailed assessment of traffic and transport effects during 

the decommissioning phase has been undertaken at this stage. For the 

purposes of this TA, it is assumed impacts during construction are 

representative of reasonable worst case impacts during decommissioning, 

with the same HGV numbers and routing assumed. 
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5.0 TRAFFIC GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION  

5.1 Introduction  

5.1.1 This section of the TA sets out the methodology used to forecast the trip 

generating potential of each phase of the Scheme and how these trips would 

be distributed across the local highway network. 

5.1.2 The anticipated trip generation associated with the Scheme has been derived 

utilising industry knowledge and information supplied by the Applicant. 

5.1.3 During the operational phase there would be a nominal number of staff on site 

at any one time (up to approximately 20 FTE staff per day), primarily 

undertaking maintenance tasks, along with a small number of visitor trips per 

week for deliveries and maintenance activities. As agreed at the EIA scoping 

stage, the transport impacts of the operational phase have therefore been 

scoped out of further detailed assessment within this TA. Any maintenance or 

replacement activities that may require periods of traffic generation would not 

involve the intensity of construction required at the outset of the project and 

would in any event be controlled by the measures set out in the outline 

Operational Environmental Management Plan ( oOEMP) 

[EN010153/DR/7.5]. As such, any impacts would be less than those 

assessed for construction below. 

5.1.4 The traffic generation forecasts presented in this TA primarily relate to the 

construction period. For clarity, the trip generation forecasts are described as 

two-way movements, covering both the arrivals to and departures from the 

Site; 1 arrival and 1 departure therefore equates to 2 two-way movements. 

5.2 Trip Generation during the Construction Period  

5.2.1 As identified in Section 4.2 , the construction of the Scheme is expected to 

last for approximately 30 months (120 weeks), and this is the assessed period 

of the purposes of the TA. Construction activities would occur over 5.5 days 
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During Month 2 of the construction period, there 
would be: 

1,328 two-way HGV movements, in total 
90 two-way LGV movements, in total 

This equates to: 

332 two-way HGV movements per week (on 
average)*  

23 two-way LGV movements per week (on 
average)* 

Based on the proportional breakdown of 
operational hours above, this equals 

60 two-way HGV movement per weekday, on 
average* 

4 two-way LGV movements per weekday, on 
average* 

And, 

30 two-way HGV movements per Saturday, 
on average*  

2 two-way LGV movement per Saturday, on 
average* 

* Rounded up, for robustness. 

5.3.8 As set out in Table 5.2 , on average across the full 30-month construction 

period there is expected to be a total of approximately 18 two-way delivery-

related movements per day on weekdays (comprising 16 two-way HGV 

movements and 2 two-way LGV movements), and 9 two-way movements on 

Saturdays, on average (comprising 8 two-way HGV movements and 1 two-

way LGV movement).  

5.3.9 Construction HGV movements are forecast to peak during month 2, when 

there is expected to be up to 64 two-way delivery-related movements per day 

on weekdays (60 two-way HGV movements and 4 two-way LGV movements), 

and 32 two-way delivery-related movements on Saturdays, on average (30 

two-way HGV movements and 2 two-way LGV movements).  

5.3.10 This level of traffic generation is considered to be de minimis in nature, 

equating to 2 two-way HGV movements per hour, on average, across the full 

30-month construction period. During the peak period in month 2 there would 

be a maximum of approximately 10 two-way HGV movements per hour. 

5.4 Construction Staff Trips  

5.4.1 In addition to the above HGV and LGV movements associated with deliveries 

of materials, around 496 construction-related staff would require access to 

the Site per day, on average, across the full 30-month construction 

programme. 
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month 12, there would be a maximum of around 854 two-way staff vehicle 

movements per day. 

5.4.7 It is forecast that the majority of staff trips would arrive in the hourly period 

prior to construction activities commencing and would depart in the hourly 

period at the end of the daily construction hours. As per the anticipated daily 

hours of construction set out in Section 4.2  above, staff would therefore arrive 

at the Site before 08:00 and would depart after 18:00. Staff trips would 

therefore generally take place outside of the network AM and PM peak hours. 

5.5 Total Construction -Related Traffic Generation  

5.5.1 Overall, the Scheme is forecast to generate a total of approximately 514 two-

way vehicle movements per weekday on average throughout the full 30-

month construction period (inclusive of 16 two-way HGV movements). 

5.5.2 During the peak period of maximum HGV trip generation in month 2, the 

Scheme is forecast to generate a total of 110 two-way vehicle movements per 

weekday, on average (inclusive of 60 two-way HGV movements), with 

approximately 60 two-way vehicle movements on Saturdays (inclusive of 34 

two-way HGV movements). 

5.5.3 The maximum number of construction trips is expected to occur in month 12, 

when there would be approximately 878 two-way trips on weekdays (inclusive 

of 20 two-way HGV movements), and 440 two-way trips on Saturdays 

(inclusive of 10 two-way HGV movements). 

5.5.4 It is anticipated that there would be a single shift per day, with all construction 

staff arriving at the Site in the hour prior to the start of shift at 08:00 and 

departing in the hour following the end of the working day at 18:00. It is also 

anticipated that HGV deliveries would be managed so as to be evenly spread 

throughout the working day, and to avoid highway peak hours where possible. 

5.5.5 Accordingly, Table 5.3 , Table 5.4  and Table 5.5  present the forecast 

weekday trip generation profiles based on the average trip generation for the 

period of peak HGV trip generation (month 2), the period of peak construction 
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17:00 18:00 0 0 0    0 0 0 0 
18:00 19:00   0   248 248 0 248 248 
19:00 20:00    0    0 0 0 0 
20:00 21:00    0    0 0 0 0 
21:00 22:00    0    0 0 0 0 
22:00 23:00    0    0 0 0 0 

23:00 00:00     0     0 0 0 0 

Daily Total  8 8 16 249 249 498 257 257 514 

 

5.6 Operational Phase  

5.6.1 As described in Section 4.7 , during the operational phase, there would be a 

nominal number of staff on Site at any one time, primarily undertaking 

maintenance tasks, along with a small number of visitor trips per week for 

deliveries and servicing of equipment. It is anticipated that vehicle numbers 

would not exceed 20 two-way movements per day during periods of routine 

maintenance, comprising cars and light goods vehicles (LGVs) / vans. There 

would be no regular HGV movements during the operational phase, only 

occasional visits. 

5.6.2 This level of traffic is low in absolute terms and would not be expected to result 

in any material impact on highway safety or on the free flow of traffic on the 

surrounding highway network. 

5.6.3 There would be a requirement for ad hoc replacement of components that fail 

or reach the end of their lifespan. The replacement of components would be 

periodic throughout the lifetime of the Scheme and would not involve the 

intensity of construction required at the outset of the project. For example, 

there would be no requirement for the import of aggregate, installation of 

cabling, or replacement of solar mounting frames. 

5.6.4 As such, the magnitude of effect experienced during the replacement and 

maintenance works would be less than that assessed for the construction 

phase. Once operational it is not anticipated that there would be any 

requirement for below ground works that lie outside the areas impacted by 

the initial construction works. 
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5.6.5 Such replacement activities would in any case be phased, and traffic 

generation related to maintenance and replacement activities will be 

controlled by the measures set out in the outline Operational 

Environmental Management Plan ( oOEMP) [EN010141/DR/7.5], which will 

include the requirement for a traffic management plan covering those periods, 

noting that the impacts to be managed are minimal, as discussed below. 

5.7 Decommissioning Phase  

5.7.1 At this stage, the number of vehicle movements required during the 

decommissioning phase is not known, and as such the level of potential 

significant effects cannot be identified at this time. However, it is predicted to 

be similar, or less, than the construction phase, since there would be certain 

elements of the decommissioning works which would be less vehicle-

intensive compared to the construction phase, e.g. concrete foundations and 

access tracks could be left in situ. 

5.7.2 An outline  Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan (oDEMP) 

[EN010141/DR/7.6] has been prepared, detailing management and 

mitigation measures and setting out the general principles to be followed in 

the decommissioning of the Scheme, including in relation to managing traffic 

impacts. This will be submitted with the DCO application. Post-consent, this 

outline plan will be developed into a final plan which must be in substantial 

accordance with the outline, and the Scheme must be decommissioned in 

accordance with that final plan. This is secured via a requirement in Schedule 

2 of the draft DCO  [EN010141/DR/3.1] . It is expected that the principles 

agreed to minimise the impact of development-related traffic during the 

construction phase would be reviewed and applied during decommissioning. 

5.8 Development Trip Distribution  

5.8.1 The exact origin of development-related HGV trips is uncertain at this stage 

and would be determined by the sourcing of materials and plant by the 

appointed contractor. However, HGVs would nonetheless be routed along the 
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flows set out in Table 6.4 , even in the peak workforce (month 12) scenario, 

the total two-way traffic flow along link 1 would only be 1,079 vehicles in the 

AM arrivals period (inclusive of baseline traffic flows, Scheme construction 

traffic and committed development trips). In all other assessed time periods 

the total two-way flow, inclusive of baseline traffic flows, Scheme construction 

traffic and committed development trips, would be fewer than 1,000 vehicles. 

6.6.12 As such, it can be seen that the total flows along these links do not come 

close to exceeding the theoretical link capacities. Furthermore, given the rural 

nature of the study area, there is no suggestion that the B645 is currently 

experiencing delay or congestion effects, or that the development-related 

traffic would change this situation. Since the Scheme is not forecast to result 

in an increase of greater than 30 vehicle movements in either peak hour, it is 

not considered that that any further detailed junction capacity modelling is 

necessary. 

6.6.13 It should also be noted that the percentage impact assessment set out in 

Table 6.4 represents a robust appraisal of the potential impacts. As described 

within Section 7 of this TA, it is proposed that during the periods of maximum 

construction activity, the number of staff vehicle trips could be further reduced 

by extending the staff minibus service to provide a collection / drop-off service, 

to transport staff to the main site compound from pre-arranged collection / 

drop-off locations, which could include nearby public transport hubs, town 

centres, and/or local accommodation.      

 



 
 

 

 
 
ES Appendix 9-1: Transport Assessment          65 
September 2025  
Version P01 

7.0 PROPOSED MITIGATION 

7.1 Introduction  

7.1.1 This section of the TA provides a summary of the proposed measures which 

would be put in place to mitigate the transport impacts of the Scheme, as 

described further within Section 9.7 of ES Vol 1  Chapter 9: Traffic and 

Transport [EN010141/DR/6.1] . 

7.2 Construction Staff Sustainable Travel Considerations  

7.2.1 As set out in Section 6, the main impact of the Scheme would result from the 

movement of construction staff to and from the Site during the peak period of 

construction activity.  

7.2.2 To reduce the potential impact of vehicles associated with construction staff, 

all construction personnel will be encouraged to lift share with colleagues to 

reduce the number of vehicles travelling to and from the Site each day. Staff 

will also be instructed to use the strategic road network to travel to and from 

the main site access along the B645 from the A1(M), in order to minimise, and 

avoid, if possible, the incidence of construction traffic using local roads 

through the surrounding villages. 

7.2.3 The main car parking area for the Scheme would be located within the main 

construction compound in Site D. Additional car parking would also be 

provided within each of the construction compounds which would be situated 

across the other Site areas, but it is proposed that a fleet of minibuses would 

be provided for internal transport around the Site. As such, the majority of 

staff would park within Site D and would be transported to other areas of the 

Site from there by minibus.  

7.2.4 During the periods of maximum construction activity, the number of staff 

vehicle trips could be further reduced by extending the staff minibus service 

to provide a collection / drop-off service, to transport staff to the main site 

compound from pre-arranged collection / drop-off locations, which could 
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include nearby public transport hubs, town centres, and/or local 

accommodation. 

7.2.5 Assuming the use of 15-seat minibuses, if used to transport 50% of the peak 

workforce a total of 29 minibuses would be required, if full. This would in turn 

reduce the overall number of construction staff trips during the peak period of 

construction activity by approximately 40%, compared to the forecast trip 

generation based on car sharing alone. 

7.2.6 Further details of the proposed management and mitigation of vehicle trips 

associated with construction staff movements are set out within the oCTMP 

[EN010141/DR/7.4]. 

7.3 HGV Access and Routeing  

7.3.1 The proposed access route to the Site for HGVs has been identified in order 

to minimise the impact of construction traffic on the public highway and avoid 

the need to pass through villages as far as possible. Temporary access roads 

would therefore be constructed across fields to connect the various areas of 

the Site. 

7.3.2 In order to avoid the need for vehicles to pass through the village of Great 

Staughton, all construction trips associated with Site B and Site A will route 

through fields between Site C and a private access track to the north-west of 

Site C. They would then route along Great Staughton Road between the 

private access track to the north-west of Site C and the Site B access from 

Spring Hill Road.  

7.3.3 A booking system would be set up to manage arrivals and departures to the 

Site, so that construction deliveries by HGVs would be co-ordinated to avoid 

the highway peak hours and would be evenly spaced throughout the working 

day in order to minimise the impact on the local highway network. 

7.3.4 The management of vehicle routeing to, from and around the Site will be 

managed through the oCTMP [EN010141/DR/7.4], as secured by a 

requirement of the DCO.  
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has been calculated based on the forecast number of construction deliveries 

and vehicle types required for the various construction activities within each 

work package.  

8.1.11 In total, the development is forecast to generate approximately 514 two-way 

movements (257 arrivals and 257 departures) per weekday on average 

throughout full 30-month construction period (inclusive of 16 two-way HGV 

movements). During the peak period of maximum HGV trip generation in 

month 2, the Scheme is forecast to generate a total of 110 two-way vehicle 

movements per weekday, on average (inclusive of 60 two-way HGV 

movements). The maximum number of construction staff trips is expected to 

occur in month 12, when there would be approximately 878 two-way trips on 

weekdays (inclusive of 20 two-way HGV movements). 

8.1.12 These trip generation forecasts are based on the assumption that a significant 

number of staff would participate in a car share, thereby reducing the number 

of trips to the Site. For the purpose of this assessment, therefore, a 

conservative assumption of an average car/van occupancy of 2 has been 

assumed for construction staff trips. There is potential for this level of traffic 

to be further reduced through the provision of staff minibuses where 

appropriate during peak periods of construction activity, but the assessment 

does not rely on this. 

8.1.13 An assessment of cumulative impacts has also been undertaken, to take into 

account a number of committed developments which would potentially create 

additional traffic on the local highway network within the study area during the 

construction phase of the Scheme. These include the development of the 

proposed High Wood Solar, Cobholden Solar and Cobholden BESS 

development sites. The impact of cumulative development traffic does not 

result in any significant additional increases in the number of HGV trips on the 

local highway network.  

8.1.14 A percentage impact assessment has been undertaken, which compares the 

forecast peak traffic-generating potential during the construction phase 
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8.1.24 Based on the evidence presented in this TA, in the context of NPS EN-1 there 

would be no unacceptable impact on highway safety, consideration has been 

given to the provision of adequate access by active, public or shared 

transport, and no severe residual cumulative impacts on the road network 

would be created by the Scheme. 
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ANNEX A: ROAD SAFETY ACCIDENT DATA  
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ANNEX C: SWEPT PATH ASSESSMENTS 
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