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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This document has been prepared on behalf of RNA Energy Ltd to support a proposal for the proposed 

East Park Energy comprising a new ground-mounted solar photovoltaic energy generating station and 

an associated on-site Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) on land to the north-west of St Neots, 

Cambridgeshire (the Scheme). 

The works were undertaken to assess the presence or absence of archaeological remains, depth, 

condition and significance as suggested by the geophysical survey previously undertaken by AOC 

Archaeology (AOC 2024a). A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was prepared by AOC Archaeology 

(AOC 2024b), which detailed the scope and methodology of the archaeological evaluation. The works 

were conducted by AOC Archaeology in accordance with current and best practices, standards, and 

guidelines. The works were monitored by the Historic England (HE) Inspector for Ancient Monuments 

and Senior Archaeologist at the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Team (CHET) at Cambridgeshire 

County Council (CCC).  

The evaluation at Area C comprised the excavation of trenches across the Scheduled Monument area 

and Sub-Areas C01 to C04. Of the 179 trenches excavated, 61 yielded archaeological evidence while 

118 remined negative. Modern truncations in the form of field drains and plough scars were indicative 

of agricultural practices occurring in the area, however generally, preservation of archaeological 

features was moderate, with the depth the archaeological features were recorded at being fairly 

consistent, with on average 0.15m of subsoil and 0.25m of topsoil overlying the activity. 

Overall, a clear correlation was evident between the features uncovered during the evaluation and the 

geophysical survey across Area C. Particularly, within the Roman Town, but also in C01, C02 and C04. 

Whilst the areas presumed blank by the geophysical survey generally matched the findings within the 

evaluations, there was a moderate number of archaeological features present in trenches not targeting 

geophysical anomalies across all sub-areas, especially C02 and the eastern portion of C04. 

The archaeological evaluation has revealed Romano British activity that is representative of a 

developing landscape from the post-Conquest to the 4th century AD. The scattered rural activity 

recorded across C01 to C04 in the form of enclosure ditches, boundaries and pits, was the earliest 

activity, dating from the early 1st to mid-2nd AD. In contrast, the activity recorded within the Scheduled 

Monument area was representative of a more densely populated urban environment developing and 

expanding from the mid-1st century to the 4th century AD.  

The presence of two cremations on the eastern edge of C04, on the southwestern periphery of the 

Roman town was unsurprising. During the Roman period, cemeteries were often located in the periphery 

of settlements, particularly in the case of larger towns or cities which tended to have more formalized 

spaces for the disposal of the dead. It is very probable, given the proximity to the town, that more graves 

are located in the area around Trench 803. 

Later activity on the site spans from the 9th century onwards with concentrations of activity typical of 

medieval rural activity, in the form of enclosures, likely relating to animal management and agricultural 

boundaries. Some of these may have continued in use into the post-medieval period. The pottery 

assemblage dating to the medieval period is typical of the area with an absence of fine wares typical of 

rural settings and a relatively limited status or a restricted economy.  

A number of ditches recorded across the site are representative of field boundaries depicted on 19 th 

century Ordnance Survey Maps which have since gone out of use but represent the continued 

agricultural use of the land to the modern period.  
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An OASIS form (OASIS ID: aocarcha1- 536602) has been compiled and an electronic copy of the report 

will be deposited with the Archaeological Data Service (ADS). The site archive will be prepared for 

deposition at a local museum (under Site Code: ECB7315) in accordance with local and national 

guidance at the end of the project. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report details the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation undertaken in support 

of a planning proposal for the development of new ground-mounted solar photovoltaic energy 

generating station and an associated on-site Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) on land 

to the north-west of St Neots, Cambridgeshire. The entire scheme measures approximately 768 

ha and is subdivided into East Park Areas A to D (Figure 1 & 2).  

1.2 This report focuses on the results of the pre-determination stage of trenching in Area C which 

is centred at National Grid Reference (NGR): TL 12730 63670. The evaluation in Area C was 

carried out in three phases spread across five fields within farmland to the southeast of Great 

Staughton, Huntingdonshire (Figure 2). Phase 0 comprised four trenches excavated in May 

2024 targeting the Roman settlement Scheduled Monument Area (Historic England List Entry 

Number: 1491190), Phase 1 comprised 159 trenches excavated between August and October 

2024, and Phase 2 was undertaken between March and April 2025 and entailed excavating 16 

new trenches and reopening 51 trenches that were excavated during Phase 1. The scope of 

the evaluation in Area C was set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) by AOC 

Archaeology (AOC 2024a). Area C is located within the administrative area of Huntingdonshire 

Council which is advised on archaeological matters by the Cambridgeshire Historic 

Environment Team (CHET). 

1.3 The geophysical survey, undertaken by AOC Archaeology 2023-2024 identified an extensive 

area of archaeological activity within the northern part of Area C spreading across 

approximately 31ha which reflects a well organised and advanced settlement of probable 

Romano-British chronology with a network of roads, internal divisions, and possible central main 

square (AOC 2024b). This area has since been excluded from the proposed development areas 

and is now a Scheduled Monument (Historic England List Entry Number: 1491190). 

1.4 The works were conducted by AOC Archaeology in accordance with current best practice, 

standards and guidelines, including the professional standards issued by the Chartered Institute 

for Archaeologists (CIfA), specifically the Standard and Universal Guidance for Archaeological 

Field Evaluation (CIfA 2023a, 2023b). The works were monitored by the Cambridgeshire 

Historic Environment Team (CHET). 

1.5 The results of the evaluation will be used to formulate an appropriate archaeological mitigation 

strategy for the proposed development site, if one is required. With the decision coming from 

the Local Planning Archaeologist and LPA. 

2 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

2.1 The site, which measures 62.21 ha, is located within agricultural land to the southeast of Great 

Staughton, Huntingdonshire. The site is located to the south of the B645, and it is bound to the 

north by the River Kym, and to the east by Moor Road.   

2.2 The site is predominantly flat, lying between 25-30m above Ordnance Datum (aOD), but rising 

at the southern boundary up to approximately 50m aOD. The land use of Area C has a generally 

more open character and comprises arable farmland with fields divided by drainage ditches, set 

around a rectangular block of woodland at its centre. 

2.3 The British Geology Survey (BGS) (2025) identifies the solid geology of the site as Oxford Clay 

Formation. BGS mapping of superficial geology shows a diversity of deposits. This includes 
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terrace deposits of sand and gravel near to the River Kym, covering northern areas of East Park 

Area C. Outside of this, Oxford Clay may protrude at or near to the ground surface over much 

of the site area (BGS 2025). 

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1 Initial desk-based assessment work, including review of relevant HERs and the NHLE, map 

regression, aerial photograph and LiDAR review and archival research as well as walkover 

survey and initial setting assessment site visits were undertaken in summer 2022 and the 

historic environment baseline and results of the desk-based research were summarised in the 

Scoping Report, submitted in 2023. The archaeological background for Area C below is drawn 

from the Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Chapter of the Scoping Report and asset numbers 

in this part refer to that document (RNA Energy Ltd 2023). The assets numbers below can be 

consulted in the Scoping Report (Ibid.). 

3.2 There is a Scheduled Monument located just beyond the southern boundary of site C, 

comprising two bowl barrows 900 m and 1 km east of Old Manor Farm (centred Asset 13) which 

are considered likely to be Late Neolithic to Bronze Age in date.  

3.3 The only broadly contemporary activity identified takes the form of a findspot of a polished stone 

axe (Asset 676) which is also documented within site C. 

3.4 The immediate area to the north of Area C is occupied by the Roman Small Town South of 

Great Staughton Scheduled Monument (Historic England List Entry Number: 1491190) which 

was designated in September 2024 (HE 2024). The geophysical survey undertaken by AOC 

which recorded anomalies associated with the Roman town is discussed below in the 

Geophysical Survey section. The evaluation undertaken during Phase 0 targeting the 

Scheduled Monument confirm the presence of Roman archaeology. The results of this 

evaluation are discussed below.  

3.5 The non-designated heritage assets identified within Area C are largely grouped in its northern 

half, which occupies relatively flat ground to the south of the River Kym. Remains in this area 

have been reported to include undated mounds associated with flints (Asset 584); square and 

rectilinear enclosures (Assets 629, 690, 707 & 710), which are considered likely to be indicative 

of Roman settlement by the Cambridgeshire HER; a possible Roman Road aligned roughly 

north-east, south-west (centred Asset 691); an area of quarrying and possible structure (Asset 

592), which may also be Roman in date and four findspots (Assets 585, 589, & 591 and 839) 

which are Roman in date.  

3.6 Later activity is also identified within Area C in the form of the extent of a medieval deer park 

(Asset 668) and areas of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation (Assets 678, 680, 690, 830, 937, 

943 and 944).  

3.7 Three post-medieval buildings including two possible farms or ancillary agricultural structures 

(Assets 184 & 185) and one mill (Asset 190), have also been recorded from historic mapping 

within Area C.  

Geophysical Survey (AOC 2024) 

3.8 The results of the 2024 geophysical survey of East Park Area C are summarised below: 
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3.9 In the northern part of Area C, across four arable fields, an extensive complex of archaeological 

anomalies was detected. The focus covered approximately 31 hectares in total and likely 

extended beyond the survey area. Both strong and weak positive anomalies were identified, 

displaying very regular shapes. Linear, curvilinear, and rectilinear forms are highly distinctive 

and made up the majority of the complex. Additionally, circular and annular forms have been 

detected within the focus. The entire complex suggested the existence of a highly advanced 

settlement with possible production activities, such as pottery or metal working located on the 

margins. This settlement complex likely had a main square where all major roads converged, 

as well as a well-organized network of roads and domestic enclosures. The settlement possibly 

extended both to the north and south. Based on geophysical data and an abundant 

archaeological context of the survey area it is highly likely that this complex was Romano-British 

in date. 

3.10 Additionally, the geophysical survey also identified a separate focus of archaeological activity 

in the southern part of Area C in the form of semi-rectilinear and rectilinear shapes that do not 

appear to be as dense as the settlement to the north but could still prove to be contemporary.  

3.11 Linear positive anomalies that correlate to field boundaries on historic mapping were also 

identified across Area C and modern and historic agricultural practices have also been recorded 

in the form of historic ridge and furrow regimes, modern ploughing, and drains. Further possible 

archaeological anomalies are recorded within Area C in forms that could not be more confidently 

interpreted due to being inconsistent or slightly ephemeral. These anomalies are fully described 

and illustrated within the geophysical survey report. 

4 PROJECT AIMS 

4.1 The principal object of the evaluation exercise is to establish the character, nature, date, 

condition and significance of the archaeological resource within Area C and to define the nature 

and extent of any avoidance or mitigation works that may be required. 

4.2 The evaluation should also seek to clarify the nature and extent of existing disturbance and 

intrusions and hence assess the degree of archaeological survival of buried deposits and any 

surviving structures of archaeological significance.  

4.3 The aims of the archaeological evaluation were based on the archaeological potential and 

geophysical anomalies as identified and laid out in the WSI (AOC 2024a). These are defined 

by the Design Brief prepared by the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Team (BBC & CHET 

2024)  and the East of England Regional Research Framework (2021).   

4.4 The aims of the archaeological evaluation are defined as being: 

• To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within Area C; 

• To determine or confirm the approximate date or date range of the remains, by means 

of artefactual or other evidence;  

• To assess the depth, condition and significance of the buried remains present within 

the Area C; 

• To record any archaeological remains encountered; 

• To determine the degree of complexity of the horizontal and/or vertical stratigraphy 

present; 
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• To determine the extent of previous truncations of the archaeological deposits; 

• To provide further information as to the significance of the assets to the archaeological 

advisors at CHET; and 

• To make available to interested parties the results of the investigation. 

4.5 The specific aims of the archaeological evaluation are defined as being: 

• To validate the results of the geophysical survey; 

• To investigate the areas of archaeological activity indicated by the geophysical survey 

within Area C; 

• To determine the character and composition of any structural remains; 

• To determine the date, function and nature of any cut features; 

• To identify any in-situ internal or external surfaces present.; 

• To retrieve datable material when available;  

• Are any in situ remains of roads or tracks present?; 

• Are any alluvial or colluvial deposits present?; 

• Are any palaeosols, old land surfaces or palaeochannels present?; 

• To investigate the areas with no recorded archaeological anomalies within Area C to 

test whether there is a greater level of archaeology than indicated in the geophysical 

survey? 

• Is there any variation of date or function of the remains across the Area C. Are any 

activity zones present?; and 

• To determine how the results of the evaluation can contribute to the East of England 

Regional Research Framework (2021). In particular to topics related to Roman Towns, 

Infrastructure and Finds Studies.  

4.6 The final aim is to make public the results of the investigation, subject to any confidentiality 

restrictions. 

5 METHODOLOGY 

5.1 As an initial phase of works, four trenches were excavated within the identified Roman Town 

prior to its scheduling (Phase 0). 

5.2 Further archaeological evaluation (Phase 1 & 2) was conducted according to the detailed 

methodology laid out in the approved WSI (AOC 2024b) which had been outlined in the brief 

produced by Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Team (CHET) issued in May 2024 

(Cambridge County Council 2024). 

5.3 The WSI outlined a proposed 175 trenches to be excavated across Area C in Phase 1 & 2 which 

equated to the below: 

• Roman Town 250m Buffer = 94 trenches (c.4% of c.21.07 hectares) 

• Area of Archaeological Activity = 7 trenches (c.2.5% of c.2.62 hectares) 
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• Archaeology Activity 30m buffer = 20 trenches (c.3 to 4% of c.6.27 hectares) 

• Areas with no activity = 54 trenches (c.1.5% of c.32.85 hectares) 

5.4 In total, 179 trenches were excavated in Area C. Phase 0 comprised four targeted trenches, 

each measuring 20m x 3.6m, designed to target different geophysical anomalies within the by 

the Roman Small Town South of Great Staughton Scheduled Monument (Historic England List 

Entry Number: 1491190). These trenches were opened to characterise the geophysical 

anomalies rather than evaluate a percentage sample of the Scheme.  

5.5 A remaining 159 targeted trenches measuring 50m by 1.80m were excavated during Phases 1 

and 2. In addition 16 new trenches were opened and 51 of the trenches opened in Phase 1 

were reopened and further investigated during Phase 2. 

5.6 The trenches were positioned to an accuracy of ± 100mm of the specified trench location using 

survey-grade Trimble DGPS. Prior to excavation the trench area was surveyed using a CAT 

4+. 

5.7 The trenches were opened by a mechanical excavator under the supervision of a competent 

member of AOC staff. Excavation occurred in successive spits down to the first significant 

archaeological horizon, or natural substratum, whichever was encountered first. All trenches, 

and any archaeological features found were recorded using AOC’s pro-form context and trench 

record sheets and surveyed to be tied to the national grid using a Trimble GPS. An Event 

number (ECB7315) was issued by Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) and 

used as a site code. 

6 RESULTS 

Introduction 

6.1 The evaluation of Area C was carried out in three phases between May 2024 and April 2025. 

Area C is divided into five sub-areas: the Roman Scheduled Monument, C01, C02, C03 and 

C04 (Figure 3.1). A total of 179 trenches were open during all three phases. Of the 179 trenches 

61 contained archaeological features. A total of 30 trenches were excavated in Sub-rea C01 

(Trenches 681-702, 752 & 756-762) with 16 of these containing archaeological features 

(Trenches 682, 683, 687, 689, 690, 693-699, 702, 757, 760 & 761). Twenty-seven trenches 

were excavated in Sub-Area C02 (Trenches 703-706, 708—727, 782, 784 & 785), with seven 

of these containing archaeological features (Trenches 704, 705, 711, 714, 716, 717 & 720). 

Nine trenches were excavated in Sub-Area C03 (Trenches 707 & 763-770), three of which 

contained archaeological features (Trenches 707, 767 & 769). A total of 109 trenches were 

excavated in Sub-Area C04 (Trenches 728-751, 753-755, 771-781, 783, 786-855), 31 of which 

contained archaeological features (Trenches 730, 731, 736, 747, 754, 776, 779, 792, 794,797, 

798, 801-804, 806, 808, 810, 814, 819, 821-823, 830-832, 839,840, 842, 843 & 847). The 

excavations in Area C took place in three phases, which are discussed below. 

Phase 0 

6.2 Four trenches measuring 20m x 3.6m were excavating in May 2024 to target geophysical 

anomalies within the Roman Scheduled Monument (Historic England List Entry Number: 

1491190) (Figure 3.3). A range of archaeological features were encountered in all four 

trenches. A summary of the trenches excavated in Area C during Phase 0 follow below.  
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Phase 1 

6.3 A total of 163 trenches measuring 50m x 1.80m were excavated during Phase 1; 30 in sub-area 

C01 (Trenches 681-702 ,752 & 756-762); 18 in sub-area C02 (Trenches 703, 704, 707, & 713-

727); and 112 in sub-area C04 (Trenches 728-751, 753-755 & 771-855). A range of 

archaeological features were encountered in 33 trenches during Phase 1 (Figures 3.1 – 3.46). 

A summary of the positive trenches excavated during Phase 1 in Area C are discussed below. 

Phase 2 

6.4 A total of 16 new trenches measuring 50m x 1.8m were excavated during Phase 2; eight in sub-

area C02 (Trenches 705-712); eight in sub-area C03 (Trenches 763-770). An addition 50 

trenches excavated in Phase 1 were re-opened in Phase 2; 14 in sub-area C02 (Trenches 703, 

704, 713-717, 720-722, & 724-727; and 36 in sub-area C04 (Trenches 750, 752, 794, 797, 798, 

802, 803, 805, 806, 808,810-812, 814, 817, 820-823, 830-834, 838-840, 843-847 & 850-853). 

A range of archaeological features were encountered in 18 trenches during Phase 2 in Area C 

(Figures 3.1 – 3.46). A summary of the positive trenches excavated during Phase 2 in Area C 

are discussed below. 

Phase 0 

Trench 1 (Figures 3.3, 4.1, 6.1 & 7.1)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(101) 0.25-0.30m 24.29m Firm mid-greyish brown silt clay 

ploughsoil 

(110) 0.08m 23.99m Firm light brown, grey silty clay 

subsoil 

(123) 0.05m-0.08m 23.91m Dark brown sandy clay silt 

widespread layer 

(114) N/A 23.76m Firm yellow orange sandy clay 

natural geology 

6.5 Trench 1 was located towards the central northeast of the Roman Town and targeted 

geophysical anomalies suggestive of linears on a north to south orientation; potentially part of 

boundaries or demarcations. The natural geology in Trench 1, consisted of firm yellow orange 

sandy clay (114) encountered at a height, on average, of 23.76m aOD. This was only observed 

at the northwest end of this trench. 

6.6 Trench 1 contained six archaeological features, two pits and four ditches. At the northwest end 

of the trench, a deposit of light brownish grey silty clay with chalk flecks (110) overlay the natural 

geology. The deposit extended beyond the limitations of the trench and was shallow, at 0.05m 

in depth. Fragments of bone were recovered from the deposit, and it was interpreted as the 

remnants of a subsoil.  
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6.7 The earliest features in the trench were two approximately parallel ditches [117] and [120], only 

observed where deep features of a later date cut through them. Ditch [117], located northwest 

of centre, measured 0.75m+ deep and was oriented northeast-southwest. Its northwest edge 

was identifiable, but much of the ditch’s southeast edge was truncated by later ditch [115]. The 

ditch contained a primary fill of dark brown clayey sand (116) which was truncated by later ditch 

[115] (below).  

6.8 Ditch [120] contained two deposits, comprising a soft light grey yellow silty clay (121), with rare 

charcoal flecking, fragments of pot and animal bone, overlain by dark grey brown silty clay (109), 

with frequent charcoal, 25 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the mid to the late-

1st century AD, metal, degradable fragments of iron slag as well as a registered find of an iron 

flat-head nail (RF107 (Appendix B). This fill also contained six fragments of unidentified animal 

bone, one fragment of cattle bone, three fragments of sheep or goat bone. 

6.9 A second ditch, [124], was only observed in the south east side of later ditch [115], and remains 

in situ. The ditch fill was dark brown silty clay (125), and the ditch appeared to be over 0.70m 

deep. 

6.10 The fills of the two early ditches and the subsoil layer (110) were overlain by what appeared to 

be a widespread layer of dark brown sandy clay silt (123), through which the later features were 

cut. This lay at 23.91m aOD at the northwest end of the trench and at 23.92m aOD at the 

southeast end and was observed to be 0.05m-0.08m thick. Near the northwest of the trench, 

layer (123) was cut by two intercutting pits. Pit [106] was oval, measuring 0.68m by 0.55m and 

0.15m deep, filled by a firm light greyish brown silty clay (105). This was truncated by an oval 

pit [104], measuring 0.72m by 0.54m and 0.19m deep which contained two fills. The primary fill 

comprised dark brownish grey silt clay (103) containing four caryopses of oat, three caryopses 

of wheat, two caryopses of cereal, one pea/lentil seed, two achene of dock, one indet seed, one 

fragment and three round woods of apple-type charcoal, four fragments of oak charcoal, one 

fragment of alder, small fragments of iron slag, including RF102, one fragment of slag cake, 

fragments of dark grey slag, small fragments of fuel-ash slag, a small lumps of heat-affected 

soil, an iron tappering shank, a partial disc of possible ash or heat affected soil,  an iron blade, 

,a probable quern fragment, and animal bone comprising one fragment of cattle bone, one 

fragment of sheep or goat bone, one fragment of fish bone and three fragments of marine shell 

(Appendix B). Also recovered from this fill were 17 fragments of Roman fired clay and 31 

fragments of Romany pottery sherds from between the mid-1st and 2nd century AD, two of 

which were imported. One of them was a rare Samian platter imported from South Gaul, and 

another one was White Ware 1 imported from North Gaul. The secondary fill of pit [104] was  a 

lighter brownish grey silt clay (102), again with frequent charcoal flecking. This fill contained 38 

fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the early to mid-2nd century AD, two fragments 

of unidentified animal bone, five fragments of Roman fired clay (Appendix B). Feature [104] was 

interpreted as a possible refuse pit. 

6.11 Northwest of centre, the filled early phase ditches [117] and [120] were overlain by a 1.5m wide 

compact layer of yellow brown gravelly clay (118) which was 0.10m thick. The deposit was 

retained in situ and represents a gravel surface between a ditch to the southeast [115] with a 

well-defined edge and a rougher edge against ditch [119]. This lay at 23.90m aOD. A total of 

45 fragments of Romano-British sherds dating from the late-1st to the 2nd century were 

recovered from (118) (Appendix B). 
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6.12 Ditch [115], located on the southeast of the gravel surface [118], measured 1.90m wide and 

0.37m deep, aligned north to south and on a slightly different alignment for the other ditches 

recorded in the trench. The ditch was filled primarily by a brown silty clay (122), which contained 

no finds (not illustrated). The upper fill was dark brown silty clay (111), which  contained 20 

fragments of unidentified animal bone, five fragments of cattle bone, one fragment from a 

Roman glass square vessel , CBM, lava quern fragments, building material  and 199 Romano-

British pottery sherds dating from the mid/late-2nd century to the 3rd century (Appendix B). 

Almost all the fragments were Romano-British domestic ware (mainly jars), although there were 

two sherds of Samian ware. The large quantity of domestic ware may represent systematic 

clearing and dumping into ditch [115] from a densely populated urban environment. 

6.13 To the northwest of the gravel surface, a possible beam slot or narrow, steep sided shallow 

ditch [119] was oriented on a northeast-southwest orientation, with near-vertical sides and a flat 

base. This was filled with greyish yellow silty clay (108), which contained five fragments of 

unidentified animal bone, two fragments of cattle bone, one fragment of sheep or goat bone, 

one fragment of pig bone, seven fragments of oyster shell, a fragment of a Roman glass vessel 

possibly from a cylindrical bottle and 25 fragments of Romano-British sherds dating from 

mid/late-2nd century to the 3rd century (Appendix B). An mixed upper fill (107) which had 

slumped over the top from the edge of the surface, contained 44 fragments of Romano-British 

pottery dating from mid-2nd to 3rd century, 12 fragments of unidentified animal bone, one 

fragment of cattle bone, four fragments of sheep or goat bone, one fragment of pig bone, one 

fragment of horse or donkey bone and five fragments of oyster shell . Also recovered from this 

fill were  , two Late Roman coins (RF103, RF104), a nail (RF106), fragments of iron slag, an 

iron nail (RF 106) and a fragment of sheet metal (RF105) (Appendix B). 

6.14 Further southeast, the last cut feature in the trench was a ditch [113] aligned northeast to 

southwest that contained a single fill of brown silt clay (112), which contained 15 fragments of 

Romano-British pottery dating from the late-2nd to the 3rd century, and one fragment of sheep 

or goat bone (Appendix B). 
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Plate 1: Possible beamslot or narrow ditch [119] and ditch edge [120] in Trench 1, looking 

northeast 

6.15 Overlying the Roman features and deposits within Trench 1, was a 0.08m thick firm light brown, 

grey silty clay subsoil (110) containing two fragments of Romano-British pottery dating to the 1st 

century, which is likely residual as result of post-Roman farming activity in the area. 

6.16 Above the subsoil was 0.25-0.30m depth of firm mid-greyish brown silt clay ploughsoil (101) 

containing occasional small sub-angular stones, seven fragments of unidentified animal bones, 

two fragments of cattle bone, one fragment of sheep or dog bone and one fragment of oyster 

shell. It was noted the topsoil also contained one fragment of Roman tegula and one fragment 

of Ceramic Building Material (CBM) dating from the medieval to the post-medieval period as 

well as 67 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the 2nd to the early-3rd century, as 

well as a registered find of a copper alloy brooch (RF101)In addition, an unstratified object 

(RF108) was recovered from Trench 1. Large proportion of the pottery recovered from the 

topsoil layer was Romano-British, with a very small proportion of the pottery imported from Gaul. 

6.17 Trench 1 recorded archaeological features roughly in keeping with what was suggested by the 

geophysical survey, however not all anomalies were identified by excavation and features 

recorded were not detected during the geophysical survey such as the pits.  The ditches 

recorded were also on a slight different alignment, however overall, the presence of detailed 

archaeological features as suggested in the geophysical survey was realised within the 

trenches. 
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Trench 2 (Figures 3.3, 4.2 6.1 & 7.1)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(201) 0.25m 25.4m Firm mid-greyish brown silt clay 

plough soil 

(218) 0.2m 25.15m Light greyish brown silty sandy 

clay subsoil 

(217) N/A 24.95m Firm yellow brown silty clay 

natural geology 

6.18 Trench 2 was located to the west-south-west of Trench 1 within the Roman Town and targeted 

geophysical anomalies suggestive of linears on a northeast to southwest orientation; potentially 

part of boundaries or demarcations. The natural geology in Trench 2 consisted of firm yellow 

brown silty clay (217), which was only observed in the base of a ditch [216].  

6.19 Trench 2 contained seven archaeological features, being two roads or yard surfaces, two 

ditches, two pits and one posthole. One ditch, at the southeast of the trench was left 

unexcavated as agreed with CHET and HE. 

6.20 In the centre south of the trench, the earliest feature was a small pit or large posthole [220], 

which was seen cutting the natural geology where the subsoil had been truncated. This 

measured c.0.90m in diameter and 0.37m deep, with steep sides and flat base. The feature was 

filled by light greenish brown silty clay (219) which contained three cereal caryopses, two seeds 

of vetch, one seed of bedstraws, four field pennycress seeds, two achene of indet, seven 

fragments of oak charcoal, two fragments of maple charcoal, one fragment of apple-type 

charcoal, a modern curved cleat plastic edge fragment, a fragment of iron slag, fragments of 

fuel-ash slag, a registered find of an iron nail (RF209), nine fragments of Roman fired clay, and 

three fragments of red brick dating from the post-medieval to the modern periods (Appendix B). 

Also recovered from this fill were 11 fragments of Romano-British pottery  dating from the mid-

1st to the 2nd century (Appendix B) along with one fragment of cattle bone, three fragments of 

micro-mammal, one fragment of frog or toad bone, two fragments of marine shell, and one 

fragment of terrestrial shell. This pit was cut by a vertically driven posthole [207], measuring 

0.11m diameter and containing a fill of dark brown silty clay (206).  

6.21 At the northwest end of the trench, a spread of medium to large rounded pebbles were set in 

yellowish brown silty clay and acted as a bed for a more finely sorted layer of gravel (221) which 

is likely to represent a Roman period road or yard surface. This was left unexcavated. Cutting 

(221), was an irregular shallow tree pit, [203], filled by a mid brownish grey silty clay (202) 

containing 61 fragments of Roman pottery sherds dating from the late-2nd to the mid-3rd 

century, six fragments of Roman fired clay, an iron nail (RF206), fragments of iron slag, and 

fragments of light grey heavily vitrified, magnetic slag attacked face, one fragment of heat-

affected sandstone, five fragments of unidentified animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone, 

and three fragments of oyster shell (Appendix B). The finds are thought to be residual but 
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probably derive from disturbed Roman deposits. The large portion of the pottery was Romano-

British, with some imports including two sherds of Trier samian ware. 

6.22 At the southeastern end of the trench, a second patch of sandy clay and gravel (222) is likely to 

represent another occupation layer, either road or yard area.  

6.23 Between the northwest and southeast areas of gravel surfaces, a broad ditch [216] with slumped 

edges, appeared to cut through the earlier posthole and pit, and was bound by the gravel (222). 

It may be however that the slumping of the ditch edge may have distorted the true relationships 

of features. The ditch was oriented north-south and western side much less steep than the 

eastern side. The primary fill of the ditch was a thin deposit (0.15m) of firm black silty clay (215), 

with abundant charcoal and three fragments of Romano British pottery sherds dating from the 

mid/late 2nd to the 3rd century (Appendix B). The secondary fill was a greyish brown silty clay 

(214), with charcoal flecking, 30 fragments of Romano-British domestic ware dating from the 

late-1st to the mid-2nd century, one fragment of unidentified animal bone and one fragment of 

cattle bone (Appendix B). Three further fills overlay (214) ; (213), (212) and (211). All contained 

charcoal and fragments of pottery, suggesting the gradual backfilling of the ditch with waste 

material. Fill (213) contained 44 fragments of pottery dating to the 2nd century mainly Romano 

British with one sherd noted as imported Samian ware, three fragments of unidentified animal 

bone, one fragment of cattle bone, and one fragment of sheep or goat bone. Fill (212) contained 

two fragments of Romano-British pottery, four fragments of unidentified animal bone, three 

fragments of cattle bone and an iron object (RF208). Fill (211) contained nine fragments of 

Romano-British pottery sherds (Appendix B). The topmost fill spread beyond the limits of the 

ditch and may represent gradual accumulation at the end of Roman use of the site. This was 

dark brown sandy clay silt (210) containing 68 fragments of Roman pottery dating from mid to 

late-2nd century AD, slag, bone, possible plano-convex cake, non-dateable unidentified iron 

objects (RF 207a, RF207b & RG207d) and an undatable iron nail (RF207c) (Appendix B). The 

pottery from fill (210) was largely Romano-British domestic ware, although there were five 

imported sherds of Lezoux Samian ware. This fill also contained one fragment of unidentified 

animal bone. 
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Plate 2: Ditch [216] in Trench 2, looking north 

6.24 Overlying the natural, where not truncated, was a layer of light greyish brown silty sandy clay 

subsoil (218), which was encountered at a height, on average, of 24.95mOD. Sealing the whole 

of the trench was a firm mid-greyish brown silt clay plough soil (201), containing occasional 

small sub-angular stones. It was noted the topsoil also contained 33 fragments of Roman 

pottery dating from the mid to the late-3rd century, seven fragments of Roman tegula, copper 

alloy wire (RF201), possible casting waste (RF 202), an unidentified fragment (RF203) 

(RFs201-203), an iron nail (RF204) and a Romano-British iron cleat (RF205) (Appendix B).In 

addition, fragments of dense  iron and iron slag, fragments of vitrified ceramic with a greenish 

black slag attacked face containing numerous white flecks, a potential iron bride fragment, a 

fragment of a glass base belonging to a Roman possible jar or flask, and a metal object were 

recovered from this deposit. Three fragments of unidentified animal bone, two fragments of 

cattle bone, one fragment of sheep or goat bone and three fragments of oyster shell were also 

recovered (Appendix B). The ploughsoil depth was, on average, 0.25m. The Roman pottery 

recovered from the topsoil was largely Romano-British, although four sherds of Samian ware 

and two sherds of Baetican Amphorae 2 were noted. 

6.25 Trench 2 recorded archaeological features roughly in keeping with what was suggested by the 

geophysical survey, however not all anomalies were identified by excavation. Overall, the 

presence of detailed archaeological features as suggested in the geophysical survey was 

realised within the trench.  
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Trench 3 (Figures 3.3, 4.3, 6.1 & 7.1)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre point) 
Description/Interpretation 

(301) 0.25m 24.64m Firm mid-greyish brown silt clay 

plough soil 

(322) 0.12m 24.39m Dark brown silty clay deposit 

possible occupational layer 

(330) N/A 24.27m Yellow brown silty clay natural 

geology 

6.26 Trench 3 was located to the southeast of Trenches 1 and 2 towards the southeastern portion of 

the Roman Town and targeted geophysical anomalies suggestive of linear anomalies on a 

roughly east to west orientation; potentially part of boundaries or demarcations. The deepest 

natural geology in Trench 3 consisted of yellow brown silty clay (330), which was only observed 

in the base of an auger test hole, at 24.27m aOD, augered to 23.25m aOD, where deeper 

penetration could not be attained. Overlying the natural were lenses of gravels and clays (325), 

(324), and (323).  A total of 15 fragments of Roman pottery dating from the mid-1st  to the 2nd 

century, largely Romano-British with some example of Cologne colour-coated ware, were 

recovered from fill (324) (Appendix B).These deposits were observed in an excavated sondage 

to test the natural geology and appear to have no anthropogenic material. The earliest feature 

in the trench was a large ditch [329], filled by brown sandy clay (328), which was only revealed 

in the base of a later phase ditch [321]. Overlying deposit (323) and ditch [329], was a layer of 

dark brown silty clay (322), 0.12m deep, observed across the trench, in which archaeological 

features were cut into at a height, on average, of 24.80m aOD, and this can be equated to 

(306/309) to the north. Layer (322) contained a square-sectioned iron nail shank (RF322) and 

four fragments of Roman-British pottery (Appendix B). 

6.27 At the northeastern end of the trench, a flat-based cut [315] was orientated northwest to 

southeast and was filled by dark greyish brown silty clay (314), with eight large, rounded stones 

contained within the fill. This fill also contained 73 fragments of Roman pottery dating from the 

early/mid-2nd century, largely Romano British with one sherd of La Graufesenque Samian ware, 

and a fragment of iron slag (Appendix B). The large stones were anomalous to all other fills on 

the site and could therefore represent the discarded remains of a wall structure which had been 

removed for salvage, but it was rather shallow. Accurate interpretation of this feature is limited. 

The base of the cut was onto natural deposits, so if this represents a robbed out wall, there 

could also have been later horizontal truncation of the archaeological deposits removing a 

significant portion of the feature. In comparison to Trenches 1 and 2, there were no hard 

surfaces present, so potentially the area had suffered more from past agricultural damage. 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 23      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

 

Plate 3: Stones in slot [315] in Trench 3, looking northwest 

6.28 To the southwest of [315], a large deposit of firm dark brown silty clay (306/309) was recorded 

spreading for 8.60m along the trench was interpreted as an occupation horizon in which a pit 

[305] and ditch [303] were cut. Pit [305] was circular in plan and was filled by a single fill of dark 

yellow brown silty clay (304) with grog inclusions and a concentration of worked clay in the south 

of the pit, indicating preparation for an industrial activity. Fill (304) contained  seven fragments 

of Roman fired clay, 15 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the mid-1st to the 2nd 

century, one fat-hen seed, two achenes of black bindweed, three caryopses of grass family, 

one eldeberry seed, two achenes of indet, and one fragment of cherry charcoal (Appendix B). 

Additionally, this ditch had two fragments of unstratified animal bone, one fragment of cattle 

bone, two fragments of pig bone, one fragment of marine shell and one fragment of terrestrial 

shell. Ditch [303] was orientated on the same alignment as ditch [315], was filled by a single fill 

of dark brownish grey silt clay (302), with charcoal inclusions,  67 fragments of Roman pottery 

dating from mid to the late 2nd century, largely Romano-British with three imported Samian 

ware sherds, two fragment of Roman tegulae, and a registered find of an iron nail (RF305) 

(Appendix B). This fill also contained six fragments of unidentified animal bone, one fragment 

of cattle bone, and one fragment of pig bone. 

6.29 In the centre of the trench, a ditch oriented northwest-southeast [327], had a gentle slope and 

a single fill of dark yellowish brown silty clay (326). This was recut by a larger, deeper ditch 

[321/311] which contained three fills. The primary fill was  greyish brown silty clay (320), which 

contained 106 fragments of Roman pottery dating from the mid to the late- 2nd century, largely 

domestic Romano-British ware with some examples of Samian ware imported from Gaul,  and 

numerous fragments of reddish orange vitrified ceramic with greyish white buff orange slag-

attacked face, a large wedge-shaped spall of fire-cracked stone and a square-section iron nail 

shank (RF320) (Appendix B). Fill (320) contained 17 fragments of unidentified animal bone, two 

fragments of cattle bone, two fragments of sheep or goat bone, four fragments of horse or 
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donkey bone, and three fragments of oyster bone (Appendix B).  The secondary fill was of dark 

brown silty clay (319), which was notably sterile; and the  final fill was of dark brown silty clay 

(318/310), which contained 128 fragments of domestic pottery dating from the mid/late-2nd to 

the 3rd century, largely Romano-British with some examples of Samian ware imported from 

Gaul, as well as the following registered finds; a Romano-British iron hook (RF308a); four 

incomplete iron nails (RF 308b); two unidentifiable iron objects (RFs308c-308d);  and a possible 

lump of fired clay (RF 307e) (Appendix B). This fill also contained 18 fragments of unidentified 

animal bone, eight fragments of cattle bone, three fragments of sheep or goat bone, one 

fragment of pig bone, one fragment of dog or fox bone, one fragment of horse or donkey bone, 

one fragment of domestic fowl bone, and three fragments of oyster shell. The large quantity of 

Roman pottery recovered from ditch [321/311] suggests dumping of material from a densely 

populated urban environment. Cut into the final fill (318/310) was a large posthole [313], 

measuring 0.40m in diameter, filled by dark brown silty clay (312) which contained 107 

fragments of pottery dating from the mid to the late 2nd century, largely Romano-British with 

some example of imported Samian ware from Gaul, 21 fragments of unidentified animal bone, 

eight fragments of cattle bone, two fragments of sheep or goat bone, one fragment of horse r 

donkey bone, six fragments of oyster shell, fragments of iron (RFs307a-307b) and a fragment 

from the shank of a circular bone pin (RF306) (Appendix B). The presence of iron in the same 

context as the pin fragment indicates that RF 306 is Iron Age or later in date.   

6.30 Towards the south of the trench, an oval pit [317], on a northwest to southeast alignment, was 

filled by a dark brown silty clay (316) which contained one fragment of unidentified animal bone, 

one fragment of horse or donkey bone (Appendix B). 

6.31 Sealing the archaeology, was a deposit of firm mid-greyish brown silt clay plough soil (301), 

containing occasional rounded stones, 87 fragments of Roman pottery, one fragment of post-

medieval pottery, two fragments of Roman tegulae, two fragments of brick, one possibly 

belonging to a drain, dating from the post-medieval to the modern period,  a glass fragment 

from the Roman period, seven fragments of unidentified animal bone, two fragments of cattle 

bone, one fragment of pig bone, four fragments of oyster shell, and two fragments of possible 

worked chalk (Appendix B). The topsoil contained the following registered finds: a copper-alloy 

dress accessory pin dating from approximately the 17th century to the 20th century (RF301); 

two iron nails (RF302 & RF 304), and a copper-alloy sectioned wire (RF303). The trench depth 

was, on average, 0.25m.  

6.32 Trench 3 recorded one ditch that was in keeping with what was suggested by the geophysical 

survey, however not all anomalies were identified by excavation and features recorded were 

not detected during the geophysical survey. Overall, the presence of detailed archaeological 

features as suggested in the geophysical survey was realised within the trench.  
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Trench 4 (Figures 3.3, 4.4, 6.1 & 7.1)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(401) 0.25m 24.95m Firm mid-greyish brown silt clay 

plough soil 

(402) N/A 24.70m yellow brown silty clay natural 

geology with bands of gravel 

6.33 Trench 4 was located to the southeast of Trenches 4 in the southeastern portion of the Roman 

Town and targeted geophysical anomalies suggestive of linears on a roughly east to west 

orientation; potentially part of boundaries or demarcations. The natural geology in Trench 4 

consisted of yellow brown silty clay with bands of gravel (402) observed at a height, on average, 

of 24.70m aOD. This was widespread across the trench, with features cutting into it. This was 

in marked contrast to Trenches 1-3, where horizontal stratigraphy and complex sequences were 

present. 

6.34 Trench 4 contained eight archaeological features: six ditches and two postholes. The ditches 

recorded across the trench were on various alignments and showed a clear sequence of being 

established and becoming filled, before the next in the sequence was excavated, making 

interpretation within the trench difficult. 

6.35 The earliest ditch in the sequence [414], was orientated northwest to southeast and was filled 

by a dark brown silt clay (413), which contained three fragments of unidentified animal bone 

(Appendix B). Ditch [414] was truncated by the second ditch in the sequence, ditch 

[409/407/421], which was orientated roughly north to south and was filled by a yellow brown 

silty clay (408/410/420), which contained 7 fragments of Romano-British pottery, one fragment 

of post-medieval pottery, three fragments of gault brick dating from the post-medieval to the 

modern period, three fragments of unidentified animal bone, five fragments of oyster shell, and 

a Late Roman coin displaying Constantine II as Caesar (RF408) (Appendix B). The presence 

of post-medieval pottery within ditch [409/407/421] suggest the high residuality of Roman 

pottery or that its fills were disturbed by later farming activity. 

6.36 Two ditches orientated northeast to southwest, truncated the ditch [409/407/421]; ditch 

[404/406] and ditch [419/424]. Ditch [404/406] was filled by dark brown silt clay (403/405), which 

was mottled with orange clay this fill contained five fragments of Romano pottery dating from 

the mid-2nd to the 3rd century, one of which represented Central Gaulish black-slipped ware 

(Appendix B). this fill also contained seven fragments of unidentified animal bone, two fragments 

of cattle bone, and one fragment of bird bone. A mid greyish brown silty clay occupation layer 

(422) obscured ditches [414] and [404/406] at their eastern ends within the trench and was not 

present further south. 

6.37 Towards the southwest of the trench, a ditch on a more north-south alignment [426] was up to 

2m wide and 0.30m deep, with a broad, rounded profile. It had a single fill of dark greyish brown 

gravel clay (425) which contained two fragments of Romano-British pottery (Appendix B). This 

was cut by the stratigraphically latest ditch in the sequence [419/424]. 
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6.38 Ditch [419/424] was more oriented east-west and more substantial, with a depth of 0.90m. This 

ditch contained multiple fills (417/418/423) which represent dump material and silting of the 

ditch feature over a period of time. There were three fragments of Romano-British pottery dating 

from the 2nd to the mid-3rd century, four fragments of unidentified animal bone, one fragment 

of cattle bone and one fragment of sheep or goat bone recovered from (417) (Appendix B).  

Finds recovered from (418) included eight fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the 

mid to the late-2nd century, one fragment of Roman tegula, four possible fragments of Roman 

tegulae, sic fragments of unidentified animal bone and one fragment of oyster shell (Appendix 

B).  Eight Romano-British pottery sherds dating from the mid to the late-2nd century along with 

four fragments of unidentified bone and one fragment of cattle bone were recovered from fill 

(423). This ditch was re-established or maintained on the same alignment [416], with a fill of 

bluish grey silty clay which may have alluvial origins (415) containing 118 fragments of Roman-

British pottery dating from the mid-1st to the late 3rd century, six fragments of Roman fired clay, 

four fragments of Roman Tegulae, one fragment of Roman imbrex, nine fragments red brick 

dating from the post-medieval to the modern period, one caryopses of wheat, two caryopses of 

cereal, 20 fragments of oak charcoal, moderate-sized fragments of fuel-ash slag and two intact 

Romano-British iron hobnails (Appendix B). This fill also contained 31 one fragments of 

unidentified animal bone, 12 fragments of cattle bone, five fragments of goat or sheep bone, 

two fragment of pig bone, four fragments of horse or donkey bone, four fragments of oyster 

shell, nine fragments of micro-mammal bone, 15 fragments of frog or toad bone, four fragments 

of marine shell and 252 fragments of terrestrial shell (Appendix B). The large quantity of 

Romano-British pottery recovered from the fills of ditch [416] suggest dumping of material from 

a densely populate urban environment. 

 

Plate 4: Ditch [416/419] in Trench 4, looking west 
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6.39 Ditch [412], was located near the southern end of the trench, orientated on a northwest to 

southeast alignment and was filled by a dark greyish brown gravel clay (411), which contained 

no finds. Given the large quantities of finds of Roman date in other features, this may indicate 

that this is a feature more peripheral to the main settlement, or be of a different date. It is 

stratigraphically isolated between the natural geology and the ploughsoil. 

6.40 Two postholes were located between ditch [412] and [426]. Postholes [428] and [430] were 

0.15m in diameter and similarly filled by dark brown gravel clays (427) and (429). No finds were 

recovered. The shallowness of these features is indicative of past horizontal truncation of the 

archaeological horizons in the trench. 

6.41 Overlying the natural geology and the archaeological features was a firm mid-greyish brown silt 

clay plough soil (401) containing occasional rounded stones, seven fragments of unidentified 

animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone, one fragment of sheep and goat bone, three 

fragments of oyster shell 26 fragments of mid to late-4th century Romano-British pottery 

(Appendix B). The topsoil contained the following registered finds; copper-alloy metalworking 

waste (RF401);and iron objects (RFs402-404)(Appendix B). The trench depth was, on average, 

0.25m. 

6.42 Trench 4 recorded archaeological features that were in keeping with what was suggested by 

the geophysical survey. Overall, the presence of detailed archaeological features as suggested 

in the geophysical survey was realised within the trench.  

 

Phase 1 & 2 

6.43 There were 175 trenches excavated between Phases 1 and 2 across sub-areas C01, C02, C03 

and C04 and trenches (Figures 3.1 – 3.46).  were numbered as follows: 

• C01: 681 – 702, 752, 756 - 762 

• C02: 703 - 727 

• C03: 763 - 770 

• C04: 728 – 751, 753 – 755, 771 - 855 

 

Sub-area C01 (Figures 3.1 – 3.46 & 6.1 – 6.9) 

6.44 Thirty trenches were excavate in sub-area C01, numbered 681-702, 752 and 756 -  762. Sixteen 

trenches out of the 30 trenches contained archaeological features (Trenches 682, 683, 687, 

689, 690, 693-699, 702, 757, 760 and 761). The naturally-lain deposits consisted of yellowish 

brown clay, with the occasional patches of gravel. The natural geology was recorded a heights 

of between 34.03m aOD and 29.02maOD. Generally all the trenches had a subsoil consisting 

of brown clay, varying in depth from 0.06m to 0.14m. The topsoil in all the trenches consisted 

of a brown clay, varying in depth from 0.19m to 0.42m. 
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Sub-area C01 Positive Trenches  

Trench 682 (Figure 3.2, 3.5, 4.5, 4.6, 6.1 & 7.2)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(68201) 0.30m 32.34m Brown clayey topsoil 

(68202) 0.12m 32.04m Light brown clay subsoil 

(68203) 0.10m+ 31.92m Yellow brown clay and patches 

of gravel natural geology 

6.45 Trench 682 was located in the northwest of C01 and was oriented northwest to southeast. The 

naturally lain deposits in Trench 682 comprised of yellow brown clay and patches of gravel 

(68203) which lay at a height of 31.92m aOD. Trench 682 contained four archaeological 

features that cut the naturally lain deposits: two ditches [68204] and [68212], one ditch terminus 

[68206] and one pit [68208]. All the features extended beyond the limits of the trench. 

6.46 Ditch [68211] was located in the northwestern portion of the trench and oriented northeast to 

southwest, measuring more than 2.8m in width as it was truncated on its western side by ditch 

recut [68214]. It contained an upper fill of compact mid brown gravelly clay (68213) recorded in 

plan. Ditch [68211], which continued beyond the extent of the trench, correlates with a north-

west orientated field boundary depicted in the 1881-1912 OS map, which is also aligned with a 

series of ditches to the north of the trench; ditches [69310], [69407] and [68910] (see below). 

Ditch [68211] was truncated on its  western side by ditch recut [68214] The recut contained a 

single fill of compact dark grey brown gravelly clay with angular stones (68215) recorded in 

plan. 

6.47 To the southeast of ditch [68211] an oval pit [68208] was recorded. The pit had steeply sloping 

sides to a concave base and measured 1m in length by 0.4m in width by 0.29m deep. The pit 

contained two fills; a primary fill of a compact dark grey green silty clay (68210) overlain by a 

secondary fill of compact dark grey brown silty clay (68209) which contained six fragments of 

medieval pottery, two of which has been identified as Saxon-Norman St Neots ware dating from 

the 9th to the 11th century (Appendix B).This fill also contained two fragments of hazel charcoal, 

one fragment of oak charcoal, one fragment of apple-type charcoal, one caryopsis of cereal and 

one seed of vetch. 

6.48 To the southeast of pit [68208] the northeast to southwest orientated ditch terminus [68206] was 

recorded with the terminus on the southwest side (Plate 5). The ditch was linear with sloping 

sides to an uneven base and it measured 0.16m in length by 1.68m in width by 0.41m deep. 

The ditch terminus contained a single fill comprising a very compact dark grey silty clay with 

occasional sub-rounded stones (68207).This fill contained six fragments of oak charcoal, two 

fragments of apple-type charcoal, one fragment of maple charcoal, four caryopses of wheat, 

three caryopses of cereal, 45 fragments of Romano-British shell-tempered ware dating from the 

1st to the 2nd century AD, 14 fragments of possibly Roman burnt clay, and four fragments of 

unspecified  post-medieval CBM (Appendix B). Additionally, this fill contained two fragments of 
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sheep or goat bone and two fragments of fish bone. The presence of post-medieval CMB may 

signify intrusive plough damage or a high residuality of Roman pottery.  

  

Plate 5: Ditch terminus [68206], looking west northeast 

6.49 Approximately northwest to south east orientated ditch [68204] was recorded in the south-

easternmost part of Trench 682 (Plate 6). The ditch had sloping sides to an uneven base and 

measured 1.07m in width and 0.06m deep. The ditch contained a single fill of compact dark 

brown orange silty clay (68205) which contained one fragment of Roman Samian ware imported 

from Gaul dating to the 2nd century AD (Appendix B). 
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Plate 6: Ditch [68204], looking west northeast 

6.50 Overlying the natural geology and features within the trench, was a light brown clay subsoil  

(68202), measuring 0.12m deep, which was overlain by a ploughsoil, measuring 0.30m deep, 

which comprised mid brownish grey silt clay topsoil (68201).  

Trench 683 (Figures 3.2, 3.5, 4.7, 6.1 & 7.2)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(68301) 0.35m 31.80m Brown clayey topsoil 

(68302) 0.10m 31.45m Light brown clay subsoil 

(68303) 0.10m+ 31.35m Yellow brown clay and patches 

of gravel natural geology 

6.51 Trench 683  was located in the northern centre of C01 and was oriented east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 683 comprised of yellow brown clay and patches of gravel 

(68303) which lay at a height of 31.35m aOD. The naturally-lain deposits were cut in the 

westernmost end of the trench by pits [68305] and [38308].  

6.52 Small rounded pit [68308] had concave sides to a U-shaped base, with a sharp break of slope 

at top and a gradual break of slope at base (Plate 7). The pit measured 0.28m in length by 

0.17m in width by 0.08m deep. This featured contained one single fill of moderately compact 

mid brown orange silty clay (68309) containing one fragment of apple-type charcoal and one 

fragment of micro-mammal bone (Appendix B).  
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Plate 7: Pit [68308], looking west 

6.53 Pit [68305] was recorded to the west of pit [68308]. This rounded pit also had convex sides to 

an irregular base and measured 0.28m in length by 0.17m in width by 0.08m deep. This feature, 

which had a sharp break of slop at the top and a gradual break of slope at the base, contained 

one singular fill of mid greyish orange silty clay (68307) with, two fragments of Romano-British 

pottery dating to the 1st century AD, and three fragments of unidentified animal bone (Appendix 

B). 

6.54 Pit [68305] was truncated on it eastern side by small rounded pit [38304] which also had convex 

sides, an irregular base, a sharp break of slope to the top and a gradual break of slope to the 

base. This feature, which measure 0.25m in length by 0.2m in width and 0.1m deep, contained 

a single fill of mid brownish orange silty clay (68306) with occasional charcoal flecks.  

6.55 The naturally-lain deposits (68303) and the features in Trench 683 were overlain by a light 

brown clay subsoil (68302) which in turn was overlain by a brown clay soil topsoil (68301). 

Trench 687 (Figure 3.2, 3.6 4.8, 6.1, 7.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(68701) 0.35m 31.46m Brown clayey topsoil 

(68702) 0.10m 31.11m Light brown clay subsoil 

(68703) 0.10m+ 31.01m Yellow brown clay and patches 

of gravel natural geology 

6.56 Trench 687 was located in the central south of C01 and was oriented northwest to southeast. 

The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 687 comprised of yellow brown clay and patches of gravel 

(68703) which lay at a height of 31.01m aOD. Two features comprising a ditch [68704] and a 
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pit [68706] were recorded cutting the naturally-lain deposits (68703) in the southwestern end of 

the trench. 

6.57 Ditch [68704] followed a west-south-west to east-south-east route and extend beyond the limits 

of the trench (Plate 8). The ditch was recorded with shallow sloping side and an uneven base, 

measuring 0.86m in width by 0.20m deep. This linear feature contained a single fill of compact 

mid grey brown silty clay (68705) with charcoal, five fragments of medieval pottery dating from 

the 11th to the mid-13th century and one fragment of cattle bone (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 8: Ditch [67804], looking west 

6.58 To the northwest of ditch [68704] an oval pit [68706] was recorded which had sloping sides and 

a flat base and it measured 0.90m in length by 0.80m in width by 0.12m deep (Plate 9). The pit 

had a singular fill (68707) of compact dark grey brown clay containing four fragments of 

unidentified animal bone, two fragments of terrestrial shell, and 16 medieval ceramic sherds 

dating from the 12th to the 13th century, one metalwork shaving and one fragment of hazel 

charcoal (Appendix B). 
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Plate 9: Pit [68706], looking north-north-west – south-south-east 

6.59 The naturally-lain deposit and the features in this trench were overlain by a light brown clay 

subsoil (68702) which in turn was overlain by a brown clay soil topsoil (68701). 

Trench 689 (Figures 3.2, 3.7 4.9, 4.10, 6. 2 & 7.2)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(68901) 0.25m 33.54m Friable, mid greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(68902) 0.11m 33.29m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(68903) 0.12m+ 33.18m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.60 Trench 689 was located within the central area of C01 and  was oriented west-north-west to 

east-south-east, targeting geophysical anomalies. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 689 

comprised of compact yellowish brown (68903) which lay at a height of 31.54m aOD. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 689 are cut by ditch [68910], ditch [68906], ditch [68918] and 

pit [68904]. 

6.61 Ditch [68910] was a northeast to southwest orientated linear feature in the west-north-west end 

of Trench 689. This feature had shallow sloping sides to a flat base, and measured 2.20m in 

width and 0.37m deep. It contained three fills; a primary fill of compact dark black orange clay 

(68911) containing seven fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog tempered ware dating to 

the 1st century AD; a secondary fill of compact light orange grey clay (68912) containing eleven 

fragments Romano-British “Belgic” grog tempered ware dating to the first century AD; and an 
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upper fill (68913) of compact dark black brow clay containing two glumes of spelt, two caryopses 

of wheat, three caryopses of cereal, three fruits of wild radish, two achenes of dock, one achene 

of indet, 31 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating to the first century AD, 13 fragments of 

possibly Roman fired clay, and two roundwoods of oak charcoal (Appendix B). This fill also 

contained two fragment of unidentified animal bone, two fragments of cattle bone and two 

fragments of sheep or goat bone. Ditch [68910] correlates with a north-west orientated field 

boundary depicted in the 1888-1912 OS map, which is also aligned with a series of ditches to 

the north of the trench; ditches [69407], [69310] and [68211]. 

6.62 The ditch [68910] was truncated to the northwest by ditch [68915], which was a north to south 

orientated linear feature with shallow sloping sides to an uneven base and measured 3.2m in 

width by 0.10m deep. It contained two fills; a primary fill (68916) of compact mid orange brown 

gravelly clay containing a metal horse shoe dating to approximately the 17th to 18th century; 

and an upper fill of compact mid brown clay (68925). This ditch was then recut [68923] and had 

steeply sloping sides to a flat base, measuring c. 1.5m in width, and continued beyond the 

extent of the trench. The single fill comprised a moderately compact  dark grey, brown clayey 

clay (68924).  

6.63 Ditch [68910] was also truncated by pit [68914], an oval feature with shallow sloping sides to a 

concave base measuring 1.2m in length by 0.83m in width by 0.13m deep. This feature 

contained a single fill of compact mid brown clay (68917).  

6.64 Further to the east-south-east was ditch [68906], a roughly east to west orientated linear feature 

with shallow sloping side to a concave base and measuring 0.41m in width by 0.16m deep 

(Plate 10). It contained a singular fill of compact dark grey green silty clay (68907)  containing 

six fragments of medieval pottery (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 10: Ditch [68906], looking northwest 
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6.65 To the east-south-east of ditch [68906] was recorded a north to south orientated ditch [68918] 

with shallow sloping sides to a concave  base and measuring 1.55m in width by 0.28m deep 

(Plate 11). This ditch was aligned with a linear anomaly recorded by the geophysical survey. It 

contained two fills; a primary fill of  compact dark brown silty clay (68922) containing charcoal 

and few animal bone fragments; and an upper fill of compact dark grey orange silty clay (68919) 

containing seven Romano-British ceramic sherds dating to the 1st century AD, one fragment of 

unidentified animal bone, one fragment of sheep or goat bone, and three fragments of pig bone 

(Appendix B).  

6.66 Ditch [68918] was truncated by east to west aligned gully [68920] which had shallow sloping 

sides to a flat base and measured approximately 3.3m in length by 0.52 in width by 0.08m deep. 

This ditch was filled by two deposits; a primary fill of compact dark brown grey silty clay (68922) 

containing charcoal and chalk flecks,  and a secondary fill of compact  dark grey orange silty 

clay (68919) containing 17 fragments of Romano-British dating to the 1st century AD pottery 

and animal bones  (Appendix B). 

6.67 Oval pit [68908]  truncated ditch [68906] and ditch [68920]. It had  steeply sloping sides to an 

uneven base and measured 0.94m in length by 0.63m in width by 0.28m deep. This feature 

contained one fill of  compact dark grey brown silty clay (68909)  containing charcoal and five 

Romano-British ceramic sheds and four fragments of CBM (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 11: Ditch [68918], looking northeast southeast 

6.68 Pit [68904] was an oval feature recorded in the east-south-east end of Trench 689 that had 

shallow sloping sides to an uneven base and measured 1.10m in length by 0.79m in width by 

0.10m deep. This pit contained a single fill (68905) of compact dark grey brown silty clay 

containing charcoal, two fragments of Romano-British pottery dating to the 1st century AD, two 

roundwoods of apple-type charcoal and one caryopsis of cereal (Appendix B). 
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6.69 The naturally-lain deposit and the features in this trench were overlain by , mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil (68902), which was in turn capped by a friable, mid greyish brown clay topsoil 

(68901). 

Trench 690 (Figures 3.2, 3.7, 4.11, 4.12, 4.13, 6.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69001) 0.26m 34.35m Friable, mid greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(69002) 0.06m 34.09m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay subsoil 

(69003) 0.14m+ 34.03m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.70 Trench 690 was located to the west of Trench 689 and was oriented south-south-west to north-

north-east, targeting geophysical anomalies. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 690 

comprised of compact, light yellowish brown clay (69003) which lay at a height of 34.03m aOD. 

The natural-lain deposits were overlain by two widespread deposits; a moderately compact mid 

grey brown silty clay containing charcoal and ceramic sherds (69004); and compact dark grey 

brown silty clay (69017). Seventeen fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware 

dated to the 1st century AD recovered from the seemingly natural deposit (69004) suggest 

agricultural activity in the area (Appendix B). In addition, three features cut through the naturally-

lain deposits; pit [69007]; gully [69005]; and ditch [69013]. 

6.71 Pit [69007] was a circular feature located in the south-south-west portion of the trench 

measuring 0.90m in length by approximately 0.85 in width by 0.30m deep (Plate 12). This pit 

contained three fills; a primary fill of very compact mid orange grey clay containing charcoal 

(69010); a secondary fill of a compact dark grey black silty clay (69008) containing seven 

roundwoods of cherry charcoal, two roundwoods of maple charcoal, one fragment of ash 

charcoal, three fragments of possibly Roman fired clay, and 18 fragments of heat affected stone; 

and an upper fill (69009) of compact mid grey brown clay containing charcoal, four fragments 

of possibly Roman fired clay, three fragments of heat affected stone, one Romano-British 

ceramic sherd dating to the 1st century AD , and seven roundwoods of  cherry charcoal 

(Appendix B). 
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Plate 12: Pit [69007], looking north 

 

6.72 Further to the north-north-east was an approximately north to south orientated gully [69005] 

with a slight curve, measuring  approximately 3.30m in length by 0.52m in width by 0.13m deep. 

This feature, which targeted a geophysical anomaly, had sloping sides to a concave base and 

it contain a single fill of compact dark grey brown silty clay with charcoal inclusions (69006). 

6.73 Ditch [69013] was an east to west oriented linear feature with shallow sloping sides to an uneven 

base and measuring 2.24m in width by 0.28m deep located in the north-north-east part of the 

trench (Plate 13). This ditch aligned with a linear anomaly recorded by the geophysical survey. 

This feature contained a singular fill of compact mid green brown silty clay (69014) containing 

one fragment of unidentified animal bone, and three fragments of Romano-British pottery dating 

to the 1st century AD (Appendix B). 

6.74 The northern side of ditch [69013] was truncated by a roughly north to south orientated ditch 

[69015] which had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and measured 1.48m in width by 

0.25m deep (Plate 13). This feature contained one fill of a moderately compact mid brown green 

silty clay containing five Romano-British ceramic sherds dating to the 1st century AD and 

charcoal (69016). Fill (69016) was overlain by a widespread deposit of compact dark grey brown 

silty cay (69017) which contained three fragments of Romano-British pottery dating to the 1st 

century AD, one fragment of cattle bone and one fragment of horse or donkey bone (Appendix 

B). 
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Plate 13: Ditch [69015] and ditch [69013], looking southwest 

 

6.75 Overlaying deposits (69004) and (69017), as well as the natural geology and the remaining 

features in Trench 690, was a subsoil of compact, mid greyish brown clay (69002). The 

sequence was capped by a topsoil of friable, mid greyish brown clay (69001). 

Trench 693 (Figures 3.2, 3.5, 4.14, 6.1 & 7.2)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69301) 0.30m 33.12m Brown clay topsoil 

(69302) 0.12m 32.82m Light brown clay subsoil 

(69303) 0.10m+ 32.7m Yellow brown clay, gravel and 

flint natural geology 

6.76 Trench 693 was located in the northwestern area of C01 and was oriented west-north-west to 

east-south-east. It targeted the northern extent of a concentration of geophysical anomalies in 

C01. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 693 comprised yellow brown clay, gravel and flint 

(69303) which lay at a height of 32.70m aOD.  

6.77 Gully [69304] was a north to south orientated linear feature with shallow sloping sides to a 

concave base, 1.5m in length measuring 0.58m in width by 0.23m deep, recorded almost in the 

centre of Trench 690 (Plate 14). This feature contained a singular fill of compact mid brown grey 

silty clay (69305) containing two fragments of medieval pottery dating from the 12th to the 13th 

century (Appendix B).  
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6.78 The western side of gully [69304] was truncated by a sub-circular pit [69306] with shallow 

sloping sides to an uneven base measuring 0.95m in length by 0.43m in width by 0.12m deep 

(Plate 14). This pit was filled by a moderately compact mid brown grey silty clay (69307). 

6.79 Cutting gully [69304] and pit [69306] was a north to south orientated shallow gully with shallow 

sloping sides to a flat base [69308]. (Plate 14). This linear feature measured 1m in width by 

0.10m deep and contained a single fill of compact mid brown grey silty clay (69309) containing 

charcoal and three medieval ceramic sherds dating from the 12th to the 14th century (Appendix 

B). 

Plate 14: Gully [69304], pit [69606], and gully [69308] looking south 

6.80 Further to the west of the trench, ditch [69310] was a north to south linear feature with shallow 

sloping side to a flat base, measuring 2.17m in width by 0.49m deep (Plate 15). This ditch had 

a single fill of compact mid orange brown gravelly clay (69311) containing a partial fragment of 

an iron horseshoe likely dating approximately to the 17th century and one fragment of horse or 

donkey bone (Appendix B). Ditch [69310], which continues beyond the extent of the trench, 

correlates with a north-west orientated field boundary depicted in the 1888-1912 OS map, which 

is also aligned with ditch [68211] over 40m to the north, ditch [69407] approximately 23m to the 

south, and ditch  [68910] approximately 69m to the south. 
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Plate 15: Ditch [69310], and ditch recut [69313], looking south 

6.81 Ditch [69310] had a recut [69313] which was a north to south orientated linear feature with 

shallow sloping sides to a flat base, and measuring 1.21m in width by 0.34m deep (Plate 15). 

The recut had a single fill of moderately compact dark brown grey clay (69314) containing two 

glass fragments from a cylindrical or torpedo-shaped bottle dating from the 19th to the 20th 

century and an iron horseshoe, likely dating to approximately the 17th century (Appendix B). 

6.82 Overlying the natural geology and features within the trench was a light brown clay subsoil 

(69302), which was overlain by  a topsoil comprising brown clay (69601). 

Trench 694 (Figures 3.2, 3.5, 4.15, 4.16, 6.1 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69401) 0.4m 33.66m Friable, mid brownish grey silt 

topsoil 

(69402) 0.26m+ 33.26m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.83 Trench 694 was located to the south of Trench 693 in Area C01 and was oriented west-south-

west to east-north-east. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 694 comprised compact, mid 

yellowish brown clay (69402) which lay at a height of 33.26m aOD. Ditch [69404] and ditch 

[69605] cut through the naturally-lain deposits within the trench. 

6.84 Ditch [69404] was a north-north-west to south-south-east orientated linear feature with steeply 

sloping sides to a concave base located in the east-north-east part of the trench (Plate 16). This 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 41      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

feature measured 1.30m in width by 0.35m deep and had a singular fill of compact mid orange 

brown silty clay (69403) with 12 Romano-British ceramic sherds dating to the 1st century AD, 

one fragment of unidentified animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone, one fragment of horse 

or donkey bone (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 16: Ditch [69404], looking north 

6.85 Ditch [69405] was recorded as a north to south orientated linear feature, located in the centre 

of Trench 694, measuring approximately 3.20m in width. The feature was not excavated but 

recorded in plan. It was filled by a single deposit of a moderately compact mid brown gravelly 

clay (69406) and appeared to have a linear recut [64907] in plan measuring approximately 2m 

in width, with a singular fill comprising compact dark grey brown gravelly clay (69408).  This 

ditch correlates with a former field boundary depicted in the 1888-1913 OS map, which is 

aligned with ditch [68910] approximately 44m to the south, ditch [69310] approximately 23m to 

the north and ditch [68211] approximately 65m to the north. 

6.86 The features in Trench 694 and the natural geology were overlain by topsoil (69401) comprising 

friable, mid brownish grey silt. 
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Trench 695 (Figures 3.2, 3.5, 4.17, 6.1 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69501) 0.35m 32.99m Brown clay soil topsoil 

(69502) 0.10m 32.64m Light brown clay subsoil 

(69503) 10m+ 32.54m Yellow brown clay natural 

geology 

6.87 Trench 695 was located to the east of Trench 694 and was oriented north-north-east to south-

south-west. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 695 comprised yellow brown clay (69503) 

which lay at a height of 32.54m aOD. A  single linear feature [69504] was cutting the naturally-

lain deposit towards the north-north-east of the trench. This northeast to southwest aligned 

feature, which was interpreted as a furrow, had shallow sloping sides to a concave base and 

measured 0.41m in width and 0.05m deep. The furrow had a single fill of compact light brown 

grey silty clay (69505) with oyster shell inclusions. A further five furrows were recorded in the 

trench to the south of feature [69504], although these were not further investigated. 

6.88 Overlying the natural geology and furrows within the trench was a light brown clay subsoil 

(69502), which was in turn overlain by a brown clay soil topsoil (69501). 

Trench 696 (Figures 3.2, 3.7, 4.18, 4.19, 4.20, 4.21, 6.1 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69601) 0.17m 31.80m Friable, dark greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(69602) 0.08m 31.97m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(69603) 0.13m+ 31.89m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.89 Trench 696 was located to the southeast of CO1 and was orientated north-north-west to south-

south east, targeting geophysical anomalies. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 696 

comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (69603) which lay at a height of 31.89m aOD. 

The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 696 are overlain by a widespread deposit of compact mid 

orange brown clay (69615) in the central part of the trench and cut by one pit [69604], one gully 

[69606], and two ditches [69609 and 69610] in the remaining parts of the trench. 

6.90 The northernmost recorded feature in the trench was north to south orientated ditch [69610] 

which had shallow sloping sides to a concave base and measured 0.49m in width by 0.16m 

deep. This ditch is recorded to follow a route north to south then turn west beyond the limits of 

the trench. This feature had a single fill of compact dark brown orange clay (69611) with two 
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Romano-British ceramic sherds dating to the 1st century AD, and two fragments of cattle bone 

(Appendix B).  

6.91 A widespread  clay deposit (69615) containing three fragments of medieval pottery dating from 

the mid-11th to the mid-13th century was recorded in the central part of the trench (Appendix 

B), which was cut by northeast to southwest orientated gully [69613]. This feature had steeply 

sloping sides to a concave base and measured 0.40m in width by 0.13m deep. The gully had 

singular fill of loosely compact dark grey brown silty clay (69614) with three medieval ceramic 

sherds dating from the mid-11th to the mid-13th century, two fragments of unidentified animal 

bone, one fragment of cattle bone, one fragment of sheep or goat bone and one fragment of 

rabbit or hare bone (Appendix B).  

6.92 Further south within the trench was located an east to west orientated ditch [69609]. This feature 

had a singular fill of compact light brown yellow silty clay (69607) with two medieval ceramic 

sherds dating from the 11th to the early-13th century, 10 fragments of unidentified animal bone, 

one fragment of sheep or goat bone, one fragment of pig bone, eight caryopses of cereal, two 

vetch seeds,  and a unidentifiable iron object  (Appendix B).  

6.93 Further to the south was recorded a sub-circular pit [69604] with steeply sloping sides to a 

concave base and measuring 0.52m in length by 0.40m in width by 0.10m deep (Plate 17). This 

feature had a singular fill comprising a very compact dark black brown clay (69605) with  one 

fragment of Romano-British pottery dating to the 1st century AD, one fragment of oak charcoal, 

and one roundwood of apple-type charcoal (Appendix B).  

6.94 The southernmost feature of the trench was east to west orientated gully terminus [69606] which 

had shallow sloping sides to a slightly concave base and measured 0.70m in width by 0.08m 

deep. The terminus was rounded and located to the west and the remaining part of the gully 

followed a eastward route beyond the limits of the trench. The single fill of this gully comprised 

a moderately compact mid brown grey clay (69612). 

 

Plate 17: Pit [69604], looking north-north-west 
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6.95 The natural geologies and the features was overlain by a subsoil of compact, mid yellowish 

brown clay (69602) which in turn was sealed by a friable, dark greyish brown clay topsoil 

(69601). 

Trench 697 (Figures 3.2, 3.7, 4.22, 4.23, 4.24, 6.1 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre point) 
Description/Interpretation 

(69701) 0.21m 33.13m Friable, dark greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(69702) 0.14m 32.92m Compact, mid yellowish brown clay 

subsoil 

(69703) 0.17m+ 32.78m Compact, light yellowish brown clay 

natural geology 

6.96 Trench 697 was located to the west of Trench 686 and was oriented northwest to south east, 

targeting geophysical anomalies that aligned with features [69708] and [69704 (below)]. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 697 comprised compact, light yellowish brown (69703) which 

lay at a height of 32.78m aOD. 

6.97 The natural-lain deposits were overlain by a widespread deposit  of compact mid brown grey 

silty clay (69710) containing three medieval ceramic sherds dating from the mid-11th to the mid-

13th century and charcoal located in the northwest end of the trench. Another widespread 

deposit located in the southeast end of the trench comprised compact mid yellow brown gravelly 

clay (69707) containing seven fragments of medieval to post-medieval peg tile, industrial debris, 

a fragment of lava quern possibly a pebbled surface deposit and one fragment of unidentified 

animal bone (Appendix B).. A pit [69704] and a ditch [69708] were recorded to cut through the 

naturally-lain deposits. 

6.98 The northwesternmost feature was a roughly north to south orientated ditch [69708] measuring 

approximately 1.7m in width. This feature was recorded in plan and not excavated. This ditch‘s  

fill in plan comprised of compact mid brown green silty clay (69609) with nine fragments if 

medieval ceramic sherds dating from the 12th to the 13th century,  and one fragment of 

unidentified animal bone recovered from the surface (Appendix B). 

6.99 The southwestern most feature was an oval pit [69704] with steeply sloping sides to a flat base 

and measuring 0.88m in length by 0.80m in width by 0.19m deep (Plate 18). This feature had 

two fills; a primary fill of compact mid grey orange silty clay with charcoal inclusions (69705); 

and a secondary fill of compact mid grey brown silty clay (69706) containing medieval ceramic 

sherds dating from the mid-12th to the 13th century, four fragments of unidentified animal bone, 

and one intact smithing plano-convex slag cake (Appendix B). 
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Plate 18: Pit [69704], looking northwest 

6.100 The features and widespread layers in Trench 697 were overlain by a compact, mid yellowish 

brown clay subsoil (69702) which in turn was sealed by a friable, dark greyish brown clay topsoil 

(69701). 

Trench 698 (Figures 3.2, 3.7, 4.25, 6.1 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69801) 0.28m 33.19m Friable, mid greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(69802) 0.10m 32.91m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(69803) 0.20m+ 32.81m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.101 Trench 698 was located to the west of Trench 697 and was orientated northwest to southeast. 

The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 698 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (69803) 

which lay at a height of 32.81m aOD. 

6.102 A northwest to southeast orientated ditch [69804] with shallow sloping sides to an uneven base 

cut through the naturally-lain deposits in the southwestern portion of the trench (Plate 19). This 

feature, which measured 2.84m in width by 0.28m deep, contained two fills, a primary fill of 

moderately compact mid grey orange clay (69805) containing 12 medieval ceramic sherds 

dating from the 12th to the 13th century, two small un-corticated flakes of mid-dark grey flint 
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with a blade-like profile which likely represent debitage from Neolithic core reduction in the local 

landscape, one fragment of unidentified animal bone and one fragment of sheep or goat bone 

(Appendix B); and a secondary fill of loosely compact mid grey brown silty clay (69806) 

containing 59 medieval ceramic sherds dating from the mid-11th to the mid-13th century, 

dominated by developed St Neots ware and Sandy Shelly ware, 15 residual Romano-British 

pottery fragments, two fragments of possible Roman fired clay, two small fragments of burnt 

flint with no signs of being worked, one fragment of unidentified animal bone, five fragments of 

a thin regular bowl-shaped plano-convex cake representing smithing, five fragments of 

unclassified iron slag, nine fragments of fuel-ash slag, and one iron wedge tool which is 

typologically undatable (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 19: Ditch [69804], looking southwest 

6.103 Overlaying the natural geology and ditch [69804] in Trench 698 was a compact, mid yellowish 

brown clay subsoil (69802) which in turn was covered by a friable, mid greyish brown clay topsoil 

(69801). 
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Trench 699 (Figures 3.2, 3.7, 4.26, 4.27, 4.28, 6.1, 7.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(69901) 0.25m 33.86m Friable, dark greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(69902) 0.10m 3.61m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(69903) 0.11m+ 33.51m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.104 Trench 699 was located to the northwest of Trench 698 and was orientated north-north-east to 

south-south-west, targeting geophysical anomalies which aligned with features [69904] and  

[69908] (below). The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 699 comprised compact, light yellowish 

brown clay (69903) which lay at a height of 33.51m aOD. 

6.105 The north-north-easternmost feature in Trench 699 was west-north-west to east-south-east 

orientated ditch [69914] with shallow sloping sides to an uneven base and measuring 0.69m in 

width by 0.10m deep. This feature had a single fill comprising a moderately compact mid brown 

orange silty clay (69911) containing charcoal and ceramic sherds.. The southern side of ditch 

[69914] was cut by circular pit [69912] with steeply sloping sides to a concave base and 

measuring 0.46m in length by 0.12m in width by 0.10m deep. This feature had a single fill of 

moderately compact dark brown green silty clay containing charcoal (69913). 

6.106 Another west-north-west to east-south-east orientated ditch [69908] was recorded 

approximately 3.42m to the south of ditch [69914] (Plate 21). Ditch [66908] had shallow sloping 

sides to a concave base, measured 1.08m in width by 0.24m deep, and contained two fills; a 

primary fill of a moderately compact mid brown orange silty clay (69910) containing an iron nail; 

and an upper fill comprising a very compact mid grey brown clay (69909) containing 15 medieval 

ceramic sherds dating from the mid-11th to the mid-13th century, and one fragment of possibly 

Roman fired clay (Appendix B). Additionally, this fill contained five fragments of unidentified 

animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone and  two fragments of sheep or goat bone. 
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Plate 20: Ditch [69908], looking east 

6.107 A north-north-west to south-south-east orientated gully [69915] was recorded in the south-

south-west portion of the trench approximately 10m to the south-south-west of ditch [69908]. 

Gully [69915] had shallow sloping sides to a concave base measuring more than 3.30m in 

length, 0.35m in width by 0.06m deep. This feature, which continued beyond the limits of the 

trench, contained one single fill comprising a very compact mid grey silty clay (69916) with five 

medieval ceramic sherds dating from mid-11th to mid-13th century and occasional charcoal 

flecks (Appendix B). 

6.108 An east-west orientated ditch [69904] was recorded approximately 4.70m to the south-south-

east of gully [69915]. Ditch [69904] had steeply sloping sides to the north and a vertical side to 

the south, and an uneven base (Plate 21). This feature which continued beyond the limits of the 

trench, measured 1.99m in width and 0.29m deep. A single fill comprising a moderately dark 

brown grey silty clay (69905) with animal bone, 24 fragments of Roman CBM, three iron nails, 

one of them belonging to a horseshoe, and 75 medieval ceramic sherds dating from the 12th to 

the 13th century, which included Ely ware, Huntington Fend Sandy ware, and a decorated 

HUNSFW jug rim (Appendix B). This fill also contained six fragments of unidentified animal 

bone, two fragments of cattle bone, two fragments of sheep or goat bone. 
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Plate 21: Ditch [69904], looking northwest 

6.109 Approximately 1.70m to the south of ditch [69904] was oval pit [69919] with shallow sloping 

sides to a concave base and measuring 1m in length by 0.60m in width by 0.08m deep. This pit 

was filled by a single deposit of a moderately compact mid grey brown clay (69920). The 

northern edge of the pit was cut by gully [69917] which followed a west-north-west to east-

south-east route to turn and follow a west-south-west to east-north-east route. This feature, 

which extended beyond the trench, had shallow sloping sides to a concave base and measured 

0.69m in width by 0.08m deep. The gully had a singular fill comprising moderately compact mid 

orange grey clay (69918) containing 12 medieval ceramic sherds dating from the 12th to the 

13th century, 13 fragments of possibly Roman fire clay, two fragments of Roman CBM, one 

caryopsis of cereal and one fragment of micro-mammal bone (Appendix B). 

6.110 The south-south-westernmost feature in the trench was west-north-west to east-south-east 

ditch [69906] with shallow sloping sides to a concave base and measuring 0.91m in width by 

0.14m deep. This feature contained a single fill of a very compact mid brown green silty clay 

(69907) containing 19 fragments of Romano British pottery dating to the 1st century AD, three 

fragments of possibly Roman fired clay, two undated  iron nails, and six small fragments of 

unclassified iron slag (Appendix B). This fill also contained two fragments of unidentified animal 

bone.  

6.111 The features and naturally geology were overlain by a compact, mid yellowish brown clay 

subsoil (69902), and the sequence was capped by a friable, dark greyish brown clay topsoil 

(69901). 
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Trench 702 (Figures 3.2, 3.8, 4.29, 6.1, 7.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(70201) 0.42m 34.20m Friable, mid greyish brown silt 

topsoil 

(70202) 0.10m+ 33.78m Compact, light yellowish grey 

clay natural geology 

6.112 Trench 702 was located in the southwest corner of C01 and was oriented north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 702 comprised compact, light yellowish grey clay (70203) 

which lay at a height of 33.78m aOD. Two features were recorded which cut the naturally lain 

deposit in the southernmost part of the trench; ditch [70205]; and pit [70204]. 

6.113 The southernmost feature in Trench 702 was a circular pit [70204] with shallow sloping sides to 

a concave base and measuring  0.66m by 0.66m by 0.13m deep. The pit had a single fill 

comprising a compact light yellowish brown clay (70203) containing ten fragments of Romano-

British pottery dating to the 1st century AD (Appendix B). 

6.114 Approximately 5m to the north of pit [70204] was west-north-west to east-south-east orientated 

ditch [70205] with steeply sloping sides to a concave base and measuring 0.85m in width by 

0.32m deep (Plate 22). This feature had a single fill comprising a loosely compact dark black 

grey clay (70206) containing 14 fragments of burnt unworked flint, one fragment and five round 

woods of apple-type charcoal, one fragment and three round woods of oak charcoal, one tiny 

fragment of likely fuel-ash slag, nine caryopses of oat, 26 caryopses of hulled barley, 147 

caryopses of barley, 15 caryopses of bread/club wheat, one caryopsis of emmer/spelt, 16 

caryopses of wheat, 130 caryopses of cereal, three shell fragments of hazel, six pea seed, five 

garden pea seeds, eleven pea/lentil seeds, one vetch seed, four flax seeds, one onion seed, 

two flat-hen seed, four bedstraw seeds, one achene of pale persicaria,  five field prennycress 

seeds, and  one achene of indet (Appendix B). This fill also contained 323 fragments of likely 

Roman fired clay, 299 fragments of post-medieval unspecified CBM, and 145 fragments of 

medieval pottery dating from the 12th to the 13th century, which was dominated by Developed 

St Neots ware (110 sherds), with a further 35 sherds of HUNEMW/HUNSFW (Appendix B). 

Regarding animal bones this fill contained three unidentified fragments, one fragment belonging 

to cattle, three fragments belonging to micro-mammal, and seven fragments belonging to 

terrestrial shell. 
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Plate 22: Ditch [70205, looking east 

6.115 The features and natural geology in Trench 702 were overlain by a friable, mid greyish brown 

silt topsoil (70201). 

Trench 757 (Figures 3.2, 3.9, 4.30, 6.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(75701) 0.31m 30.94m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(75702) 0.11m 30.63m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(75703) 0.15m+ 30.52m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.116 Trench 757 was located to the northeast of C01 and was oriented north to south. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 757 comprised  compact, light yellowish brown clay (75703) which lay 

at a height of 30.52m aOD. The naturally-lain deposits in this trench are cut by a gully [75704] 

and an irregular feature [75706] located in the northern end of the trench. 

6.117 The northern most feature in Trench 757 was an irregular curving linear feature [75706] shallow  

with sloping sides to a concave base and measuring 1m in length by 0.45m in width by a 0.10m 

deep (Plate 23). This feature had single fill comprising a moderately compact mid orange brown 
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silty clay (75707) containing three ceramic sherds dating from the mid to the late 1st century 

AD, which includes two fragments of Romano-British pottery and one fragment of Samian ware 

imported from Gaul (Appendix B) 

 

Plate 23: Ditch [75706], looking west 

6.118 About 8m to the south of irregular feature [75706] was an east to west orientated gully [75704] 

with shallow sloping sides to an uneven base and measuring 0.46m in width by 0.10m deep. 

Gully [75704] was filled by a single fill comprising a moderately compact light brown yellow silty 

clay containing ceramic sherds (75705). 

6.119 The features and natural geology in Trench 757 were sealed by a compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil (75702) which in turn was overlain by a compact, mid greyish brown clay topsoil 

(757901) containing four fragments of peg tile from the medieval to the post-medieval period 

(Appendix B). 
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Trench 760 (Figures 3.2, 3.9, 4.31, 6.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(76001) 0.21m 29.29m Friable, mid greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(76002) 0.06m 29.08m Friable, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(76003) 0.07m+ 29.02m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.120 Trench 760 was located on the eastern edge of C01 and was oriented east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 760 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (76003) 

which lay at a height of 29.02m aOD. Only one feature cut through the naturally-lain deposit in 

Trench 760; post hole [76004] which was recorded in the western portion of the trench (Plate 

24). This sub-circular post hole [76004] had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and 

measured 0.20m in length by 0.16m in width by 0.08m deep.  This feature had a single fill of a 

moderately compact dark grey brown silty clay (76005). 

 

Plate 24: Post hole [76004], looking northeast 

6.121 The natural deposits and the post hole were overlain by a friable, mid yellowish brown clay 

subsoil (76002) which in turn was sealed by a friable, mid greyish brown clay topsoil (76001). 
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Trench 761 (Figures 3.2, 3.9, 6.2 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(76101) 0.19m 29.82m Friable, mid greyish brown clay 

topsoil 

(76102) 0.10m 29.63m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(76101) 0.09m+ 29.53m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.122 Trench 761 was located to the east of Trench 760 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 761 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (76103) 

which lay at a height of 29.53m aOD. 

6.123 Sixteen east to west oriented furrows were recorded within the trench, cutting the naturally-lain 

deposits. These features, which extended beyond the limits of the trench, measured between 

0.25m and 1.10m in width in plan, although it should be noted that only furrow [76104] was 

excavated. Furrow [76104] had shallow sloping sides to a flat base and measured 0.54m in 

width by 0.08m deep. The single fill of the furrow comprised a very compact mid orange brown 

clay (76105).  

The naturally-lain deposits and the furrows in Trench 761 were overlain by a compact, mid 

yellowish brown clay subsoil (76102). The stratigraphic sequence was capped by a friable, mid 

greyish brown clay topsoil (76101). 

 

Sub-area C02 (Figures 3.1 – 3.46 & 6.1 – 6.9) 

6.124 Twenty five trenches were opened in sub-area C02. Of the 25 trenches, only eight had 

archaeological features. The naturally-lain deposits generally consisted of yellow clay with 

colour variations. The natural geology was recorded at heights of between 32.13m aOD and 

33.80m aOD. The subsoil comprised mid brownish yellow sandy clay, varying in depth from 

0.00m to 0.17m. Some trenches had a firm mid dark brown yellow sandy clay colluvium ,varying 

in depth from 0.10m to 0.15m. The topsoil consisted of brown silty clay, varying in depth from 

0.20m to 0.28m. 
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Sub-area C02 Positive Trenches  

Trench 704 (Figure 3.3, 3.8, 4.32, 4.33, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(70401) 0.24m 32.69m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(70402) 0.17m 32.45m Firm mid brown, yellow sand 

clay subsoil 

(70403) 0.15m 32.28m Firm mid dark brown, yellow 

sandy clay colluvium 

(70404) 0.06m+ 32.13m Mid brown, yellow clay natural 

geology  

6.125 Trench 704 was located to towards the northwest corner of C02 and was orientated north to 

south. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 704 comprised mid brown, yellow clay natural 

geology (70404) which lay at a height of 32.13m aOD. Three features cut the naturally-lain 

deposits in Trench 704; pit [70405]; ditch [70407]; and ditch [70409].  

6.126 The northernmost feature in the trench was the east to west orientated ditch [70409] which had 

steeply sloping sides to a pointed base, measured 1.10m in width by 0.34m deep, and continued 

beyond the trench (Plate 25). This feature had two fills; a primary fill of plastic mid greyish brown 

clay silt (70911); and an upper fill of firm mid yellowish brown silty clay (70910) containing three 

caryopses of bread/club wheat, one caryopsis of emmer/spelt, 19 caryopses of wheat, 11 

caryopses of cereal, 28 shell fragments of hazel, one pea seed, one pea/lentil fragment, six 

roundwoods of apple-type charcoal, three fragments of oak charcoal, one fragment of maple 

charcoal, one small fragment of unclassified iron slag, ten fragments of possible Roman fire 

clay, one fragment of burnt flint showing no signs of being worked, and 31 fragments of 

Romano-British pottery dating from mid to the late 1st century (Appendix B). 
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Plate 25: Ditch [70409], looking east 

6.127 Circular pit [70405] was located just over 5m to the north of ditch [70407], and it was recorded 

to have  gradual to steeply sloping sides with a rounded base (Plate 26). This feature, which 

measured 0.51m in length by 0.42m in width by 0.22m deep, had a single fill  of firm dark greyish 

brown clayey silt containing no finds (70406). 

 

Plate 26: Pit [70405], looking north 
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6.128 The southernmost feature in the trench was east to west orientated ditch [70407] which had a 

gradually sloping northern side and a steeply sloping south side with a rounded base, measured 

1.57m in width by 0.30m deep, and continued beyond the trench (Plate 27). This feature had a 

single fill of firm mid greyish brown clayey silt containing fragments of charcoal (70508). 

 

Plate 27: Ditch [70407], looking east 

6.129 The features in Trench 704 were sealed by a 0.15m thick colluvial deposit comprising firm mid 

dark brown, yellow sandy clay (70403), which was overlain by a firm mid brown, yellow sand 

clay subsoil (70402), which in turn was covered by a 0.24m thick topsoil of friable mid grey, 

brown silty clay (70401). 

Trench 705 (Figure 3.3, 3.11, 4.35, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(70501) 0.2m 32.08m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(70502) 0.26m 31.88m Firm mid brown, yellow sandy 

clay subsoil 

(70503) 0.11m+ 31.62m Mid brown, yellow clay natural 

geology 
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6.130 Trench 705 was located in the central north of C02 and was oriented east to west. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 705 comprised friable mid grey, brown silty clay (70503) which lay at a 

height of 31.62m aOD. Two feature cut the naturally lain deposits towards the west of the trench: 

pit [70504]; and ditch [70506].  

 

6.131 The westernmost feature in the trench was circular pit [70504] which had gradually sloping sides 

with a flat base, measured 0.38m in length by 0.40m in width by 0.06 deep and had a single fill 

comprising  firm dark brownish black sandy clay containing no finds (70505) (Plate 28). 

Approximately 2.35m to the east of pit [70504] was located north to south orientated ditch 

[70506] which had steeply sloping sides to a rounded base, measured 1.6m in width by 0.42m 

deep, and continued beyond the limits of Trench 705. This linear feature had two fills; a primary 

fill comprising  very hard greyish yellow brown clay and stone (70508) containing one fragment 

of Romano-British shell tempered ware dating to the 1st century AD, and one fragment of red 

brick dating to the post-medieval period (Appendix B); and an upper fill of firm grey sandy clay 

(70507) containing a fragment of bottle glass and bottle glass shards dating approximately from 

the 19th to the 20th century, flint, 51 fragments of unidentified animal bone, one fragment of 

cattle bone and one fragment of rabbit or hare bone (Appendix B). One of the fragments of 

bottle glass likely contained wine or liquor. The presence of post-medieval CMB and post-

medieval or modern glass may signify intrusive plough damage or that the fragment of Roman 

pottery is residual.  

 

Plate 28: Pit [70504], looking south 

6.132 The features in Trench 705 were overlain by a 0.26m thick subsoil of firm brown, yellow sandy 

clay (70502), and the stratigraphic sequence was capped by a 0.20m thick topsoil comprising 

friable mid grey, brown silty clay (70501). 
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Trench 707 (Figure 3.2, 3.12, 4.32, 4.33, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(70701) 0.22m 24.49m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(70702) 0.12m 24.27m Firm dark yellow brown sandy 

clay subsoil 

(70703) 0.1m+ 24.15m Mid yellow brown clay natural 

geology 

6.133 Trench 707 was located in the northern corner of C02 and was orientated east to west . The 

naturally-lain deposits in the trench comprise mid yellow brown clay natural (707003) which lay 

at a heigh of 24.15m aOD.  

6.134 One features cut the naturally lain deposits towards the east end of the trench; pit [70704] (Plate 

29). Oval pit [70704] had moderately sloping sides to a concave base, measured 1.3m in length 

by 0.85m in width by 0.23m deep, and a single fill comprising firm light blue grey silty clay 

(70705) containing one fragment of Romano-British pottery dating to the 1st century AD 

(Appendix B). The nature of the deposit suggests that it was formed through the silting-up 

process of the pit, although the function of the pit is uncertain. 

 

Plate 29: Pit [70704], looking west 
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6.135 The pit and natural geology within the trench was overlain by a 0.12m thick subsoil of firm dark 

yellow brown sandy clay (70702) which in turn was sealed by a 0.22m thick friable mid grey, 

brown silty clay topsoil (70701). 

Trench 711 (Figure 3.3, 3.13, 4.36, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(71101) 0.23m 33.31m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(71102) 0.13m 33.08m Firm mid brown, yellow sand 

clay subsoil 

(71103) 0.08m+ 32.95m Mid brown, yellow clay natural 

geology 

6.136 Trench 711 was located in the central eastern area of C02 and was orientated north to south. 

The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 705 comprised friable mid grey, brown silty clay (71103) 

which lay at a height of 32.95m aOD.  

6.137 One east to west orientated ditch [71104] cut through the naturally-lain deposits in the southern 

end of Trench 711. Ditch [71104] had sharply sloping sides to a V-shaped base, measured 

0.81m in width by 0.47m deep, and continued beyond the limits of the trench (Plate 30). This 

feature had a single fill of soft mid grey brown silty clay (71105) with rare charcoal fragments 

and contained an undated possible nail shank, one fragment of post-medieval brick, and three 

fragments of modern water pipe (Appendix B). The finds recovered from this deposit suggest a 

post-medieval to modern date. 
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Plate 30: Ditch [71104], looking west 

6.138 Overlying the natural geology and features within the trench was a 0.13m thick firm mid brown, 

yellow sand clay subsoil (71102), which in turn was overlain by a 0.23m thick topsoil comprising 

friable mid grey, brown silty clay (71101). 

Trench 714 (Figure 3.3, 3.15, 4.37, 4.38, 4.39, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(71401) 0.23m 33.80m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(71402) 0.18m 33.57m Firm mid yellow brown sand clay 

subsoil 

(71407) 0.14m 33.39m Firm dark yellow brown sand 

clay colluvial deposit 

(71403) 0.3m+ 33.25m Compact mid yellow brown clay 

natural geology 

6.139 Trench 714 was located in the west of C02 and was orientated west-south-west to east-north-

east. It lay to the north of a concentration of geophysical anomalies. The naturally-lain deposits 

in Trench 714 comprised mid yellow brown clay (71103) which lay at a height of 33.25m aOD. 

There were eight features cutting through the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 714; pit [71404]; 

ditch [71424]; pit [71522]; ditch [71412]; linear feature [71408]; ditch [71426 = 71414]; and pit 

[71420] (Plate 31).  
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6.140 Sub-oval pit [71404] was recorded in the east-north-east end of the trench, it had steeply 

stepped sides to a flattish base, and it measured 1.25m in length by 0.9m in width by 0.6m 

deep. This feature had two fills; a basal fill of firm dark brown grey sandy clay (71405) containing 

one pottery sherd of Samian ware imported from Gaul dating from the mid to the late 1st century 

AD (Appendix B); and an upper fill comprising soft mid to dark grey brown silty clay (71406) 

containing no finds.  

 

Plate 31: Ditches [71416], [71418] and [71420], looking west 

6.141 About 2m to the west of pit [71404] was located curvilinear ditch [71424] which was recorded to 

have sharply sloping sides to a rounded base, and measured more than 3.5m in length by 0.88m 

in width by 0.19m deep (Plate 32). The ditch had a single fill of firm mid yellow grey silty clay 

containing no finds (71425). This curvilinear feature continued further south beyond the trench 

and seemed to terminate on its east side which is adjacent to probable sub-circular pit [71422], 

although the relationship between both features was not conclusive due to root action in the pit-

like feature [71422]. Another possibility is that this feature represents a tree bowl or a terminus 

truncated by ploughing. The sub-circular feature [71422] was filled by a firm mid greyish brown 

clayey silt containing no finds (71423). 
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Plate 32: Ditch [71424], looking west 

6.142 Ditch [71412] was recorded around 20m to the west-south-west of curvilinear [71424]. This 

curvilinear ditch [71412] had steeply sloping sides to a pointed base, measured more than 

0.26m in length by 0.20m in width by 0.12m deep. This feature continued further south beyond 

the limits of the trench and had a sub-rounded terminus on its eastern side. The curvilinear 

feature had a single fill comprising compact dark brownish silty clay (71413) containing no finds  

6.143 North-south orientated oblong pit feature [71408] was located about 0.50m to the north of 

curvilinear ditch [71412]. Pit [71408] had sharply sloping sides to a flat base, measured 0.47m 

in width by 0.19m in width by 0.10m deep, and had a single fill of firm greyish black clay (71409) 

containing no finds. On the north side of pit [71408] a further pit [71410] was located, which had 

a steeply sloping west side and a moderately sloping east side and a pointed base. This feature, 

which measured 0.33m wide by 0.08m deep, had a single fill (71411) and contained no finds. 

6.144 Further to the west was a linear feature excavated in two slots [71414] and [71426]. This feature 

was truncated on its east side by a north to south orientated land drain and it had a rounded 

terminus [71426] on its west side. The feature [71414 / 71426] measured 3.95m in length by 

0.88m in width (Plate 33). The terminus had steeply stepped sides to a rounded base and it had 

a sloping profile with a rounded terminus. The terminus had a single fil of firm dark brownish 

yellow silty clay (71427) containing no finds. A further slot of the feature [71414] was dug 

approximately 0.90m to the east of terminus [71426] and it had steeply sloping sides to an 

uneven base, measuring 0.17m deep, and had one fill of firm mid greyish brown clayey silt 

(71415) containing no finds. The feature [71414 / 71426] was interpreted as a possible drainage 

ditch.  
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Plate 33: Ditch terminus [71414 / 71426], looking east 

6.145 Sub-oval pit [71420] was located in the west end of Trench 714 and it had steeply sloping sides 

to a concave base, measured  0.4m in length by more than 0.31m in width by 0.4m deep, and 

it was truncated to the north by ditch [71418] and the south by ditch [71416]. Pit [71420] was 

filled by a soft mid brown yellow sandy clay deposit (71421) which contained no finds. 

6.146 The north side of pit [71420] was cut by roughly northwest southeast orientated ditch [71416] 

which had steeply sloping sides to a flattish base and measured 0.67m in width by 0.41m deep 

by approximately 4.70m in length although it continued beyond the trench (Plate 31). The single 

fill of this ditch consisted of firm mid brown yellow sandy clay (71417) containing two pottery 

sherds of Romano-British “Belgic” grog tempered ware dating to the 1st century AD (Appendix 

B). 

6.147 The latest feature in the trench was northwest to south east orientated ditch [71418] which cut 

the south side of ditch [71416] and it measured 0.55m in width by 0.57m deep by approximately 

8m although it continued beyond the trench (Plate 31). This feature, which had steeply sloping 

sides to a flat base, had a single fill of soft mid greyish yellow sandy silty clay (71419) containing 

one fragment of North Gaulish Gallo-Belgic Pipeclay white ware dating to the 1st century AD 

(Appendix B). 

6.148 The features and natural geology were overlain by a colluvial deposit of firm dark greyish yellow 

brown silty clay (71407). This was overlain by a 0.18m thick firm mid yellow brown sand clay 

subsoil (71402) which in turn was overlain by a 0.23m thick topsoil comprising friable mid grey, 

brown silty clay (71401). 
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Trench 716 (Figure 3.3, 3.15, 4.40, 4.41, 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(71600) 0.20m 34.10m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(71601) 0.15m 33.90m Firm dark yellow brown sandy 

clay subsoil 

(71602) 0.23m 33.75m Firm mid yellow brown sandy 

clay colluvium  

(71603) 0.15m+ 33.52m Compact mid yellow brown clay 

natural geology 

6.149 Trench 716 was located south of Trench 714 and was orientated south-south-west to north-

north-east. It target geophysical anomalies present in C02. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 

716 comprised compact mid yellow brown clay (71603) which lay at a height of 33.52m aOD. 

Two features cut through the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 716; ditch [71604]; and ditch 

terminus [71606].  

6.150 Roughly east to west orientated gully [71604] was recorded towards the south-south-west of 

the trench. This feature measured 1.80m+ in length by 0.43m in width by 0.06m deep, had very 

steeply sloping sides to a U-shaped rounded base, and it had a single fill of plastic mid yellowish 

brown silty clay containing no finds (71605).  

6.151 West-north-west to east-south-east orientated ditch terminus [71606] was located in the north-

north-east of the trench immediately to the north of a land drain. This linear feature had a 

rounded terminus to the east and it continued beyond the limits of the trench to the west. The 

ditch terminus measured approximately 0.80m+ in length by 0.68m in width by 0.28m deep, 

with steeply sloping sides to an undulating base due to rooting (Plate 34). This feature had a 

single fill comprising firm dark yellowish grey clay (71607) containing one fragment of 

unidentified animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone and one fragment of horse or donkey 

bone. (Appendix B). 
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Plate 34: Ditch terminus [71606], looking west 

6.152 The features in the trench were overlain by a 0.23m thick firm mid yellow brown sandy clay 

colluvium (71602) which in turn was sealed by a 0.15m thick subsoil comprising firm dark yellow 

brown sandy clay (71601) containing one fragment of medieval pottery daring from the mid-

12th century to the 14th century, and two fragments of medieval peg tile dating from the 

medieval to the post-medieval period (Appendix B). The stratigraphic sequence was capped by 

a 0.20m thick topsoil of friable mid grey, brown silty clay (71600). 

Trench 717 (Figure 3.3, 3.15, 4.42, & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(71701) 0.23m 34.28m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(71702) 0.15m 34.05m Firm mid to dark yellow brown 

sandy clay subsoil 

(71703) 0.10m 33.9m Firm mid yellow brown sandy 

clay colluvium 

(71704) 0.2m+ 33.8m Light blue clay and light-yellow 

brown clay natural geology  

6.153 Trench 717 was located to the southeast of Trench 716 and was orientated north-north-east to 

south-south-west. It target geophysical anomalies present in C02. The naturally-lain deposits in 
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Trench 717 comprised compact light yellowish greyish brown silty clay (71704) which lay at a 

height of 33.80m aOD.  

6.154 One feature cuts through the naturally-lain deposits in the north-north-east end of the trench; 

ditch terminus [71705] (Plate 35). This east to west orientated linear extended beyond the limits 

of the trench towards the west and had a rounded terminus to the east. The sides of the linear 

feature had steeply sloping sides to an uneven base in section and the profile of the terminus 

was gradually sloping. This feature measured 0.70m+ in length by 0.20m in with by 0.19m deep 

and had a single fill comprising firm mid brownish grey silty clay (71706) containing 13 

fragments of animal bone . This ditch was interpreted as part of a possible animal enclosure. 

 

Plate 35: Ditch terminus [71705], looking west 

6.155 The feature in Trench 717 and the natural geology was overlain by a 0.10m thick firm mid yellow 

brown sandy clay colluvium (71703) which in turn was overlain by a 0.15m thick subsoil 

comprising firm mid to dark yellow brown sandy clay (71702). The stratigraphic sequence was 

capped by a 0.23m thick topsoil of friable mid grey, brown silty clay (71701). 
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Trench 720 (Figure 3.3, 3.16, 4.43 6.7 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(72001) 0.28m 33.41m Friable mid brownish grey silty 

clay topsoil 

(72002) 0.08m 33.13m Compact mid yellowish brown 

silty clay subsoil 

(72003) 0.07m+ 33.05m Compact light yellowish greyish 

brown silty clay natural geology 

6.156 Trench 720 was located in the southeast corner of C02 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 720 comprised compact light yellowish greyish brown silty clay 

(72003) which lay at a height of 33.05m aOD.  

6.157 One feature cut the naturally-lain deposits in south end of Trench 720; ditch [72004] (Plate 36). 

This east to west linear feature had steeply sloping sides to a flattish base, and measured 1.09m 

in width by 0.36 deep by 1.8m+ in length, although it continued beyond the limits of the trench. 

The ditch had a single fill of firm light yellow brown silty clay (72005) containing no finds.  

 

Plate 36: Ditch [72004], looking west 

6.158 The feature and natural geology was overlain by a 0.08m thick subsoil of compact mid yellowish 

brown silty clay (72002) which in turn was sealed by a 0.28m thick friable mid brownish grey 
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silty clay topsoil (72001) containing three fragments of ridge tile dating from the medieval to the 

post-medieval period (Appendix B). 

 

Sub-area C03 

6.159 Eight trenches were opened in sub-area C03. Of the eight trenches only two had archaeological 

features (Trenches 767 and 769). 

6.160 The naturally-lain deposits generally consisted of  mid yellow brown clay recorded at heights of 

between 24.15m aOD and 26.97m aOD. The subsoil comprised mid yellowish brown sandy clay 

and silty clay, varying in depth from 0.12m to 0.26m. The topsoil consisted of friable mid grey, 

brown silty clay, varying in depth from 0.21m to 0.28m. 

 

Sub-area C03 Positive Trenches  

Trench 767 (Figure 3.2, 3.19, 4.44, 4.45 6.8 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(76701) 0.21m 26.97m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(76702) 0.18m 26.76m Firm mid brown, yellow sand 

clay subsoil 

(76703) 0.05m+ 26.58m Mid yellow brown clay natural 

geology 

 

6.161 Trench 767 was located at the north of C03 and was orientated east to west. The naturally-lain 

deposits in Trench 767 comprised mid yellow brown clay (76703) which lay at a height of 26.58m 

aOD. Four features cut through the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 767; three post holes 

[76704], [76706] and [76708]; and pit [76710].  

6.162 The westernmost feature in the trench was sub-circular post hole [76708] which had steeply 

sloping sides to a concave base, measured 0.36m in length by 0.34m in width by 0.08m deep 

and had a single fill of soft mid greyish silty clay (76709) containing no finds (Plate 37). 

Immediately to the northeast of post hole [76708] was sub-oval pit [76710] which had  steeply 

sloping sides, of which the northeast side was stepped (Plate 37). This feature had an irregular 

base, measured 0.56m in length by 0.35m in width by 0.15m deep, and had a single fill of dark 

greyish black silty clay (76711) containing no finds. The fills of the pit and the post hole suggest 

that both features underwent the same deposition processes although their origin is uncertain. 

Due to their proximity it is possible that both features formed part of a structure.  

6.163 Approximately 8.8m to the east of pit [76710] was circular post hole [76706] with moderately 

sloping sides to a concave base and measuring 0.24m in length by 0.22m in width by 0.04m 

deep. This feature had one fill of soft mid greyish brown silty clay (76707) containing no finds. . 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 70      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

Approximately 5.83m to the east was sub-oval post hole [76704] with gradually sloping sides to 

a concave base and measuring 0.30m in length by 0.25m in width by 0.07m deep. This feature 

had a single fill comprising soft dark greyish black silty clay (76705) containing no finds. 

 

Plate 37: Post hole [76708] and pit [76710], looking northwest 

6.164 The four features and natural geology in Trench 767 were overlain by a 0.18m thick subsoil 

comprising firm mid brown, yellow sand clay (76702) which in turn was capped by a 0.21m thick 

friable mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil (76701) containing 15 fragments of peg tile dating from 

the medieval to the post-medieval period (Appendix B) 

Trench 769 (Figure 3.2, 3.20, 4.46, 4.47, 6.8 & 7.5)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(76901) 0.28m 26.81m Friable mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(76902) 0.26m 26.53m Compact yellowish brown, silty 

clay subsoil 

(76903) 0.08m+ 26.27m Light brownish greyish tallow 

silty gritty clay natural geology  

6.165 Trench 769 was located on the northeastern edge of C03 and was orientate northwest to 

southeast. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 769 comprised light brownish greyish silty gritty 
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clay (76903) which lay at a height of m aOD. Three features cut through the naturally-lain 

deposits in Trench 769; posthole [76906]; pit [76904]; and ditch [76912].  

6.166 The north-westernmost feature in the trench was sub-circular post-hole [76906] which had 

gradually sloping sides to a flat base and measured 0.32m in length by 0.26m in width by 0.05m 

deep. This post hole had a single fill of soft dark greyish black silty clay (76907) containing 

charcoal flecks and no finds. Approximately 8.5m to the south west was sub-oval pit [76904] 

which had sharply steeply sloping sides to a flat base, measured 0.42m in length by 0.30m in 

width by 0.16m deep, and had one fill comprising soft mottled greyish brown sandy clay (76905) 

containing no finds (Plate 39).  

6.167 In the southeast end of the trench was north-north-east to south-south-west aligned ditch 

[76912] which had gradually sloping sides to a flattish side and measured 0.44m in width by 

0.17m deep by more than 1.9m in length as it continued beyond the limits of the trench (Plate 

38). This likely boundary ditch had a single fill of friable mid grey brown silty clay (76913) 

containing no finds. Ditch [76912] was cut by ditch [76910] and truncated by a later field drain 

on its west side. North-north-east- to south-south-west orientated ditch [76910] had gradually 

sloping sides to a flat base and measured 0.7m in width by 0.2m deep by more than 2m wide 

as it continued beyond the extent of the trench (Plate 38). This likely boundary ditch had a single 

fill of friable mid-grey brown silty clay containing no finds (76911). The form of this deposit 

suggests it is a largely a silting deposit. This feature is truncated on its southeast side by ditch 

[76908] (Plate 38). 

 

Plate 38: Ditches [76908], [76910] and [76912], looking northwest 

6.168 The features and natural geology in the trench were overlain by a 0.26m thick subsoil 

comprising compact yellowish brown, silty clay (76902) The subsoil deposit was in turn cut by 

field drains and a ditch [76908] which is the latest feature in Trench 769 (Plate 38). Ditch [76908] 
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represents a north-north-east to south-south west aligned post-medieval or modern field 

boundary which had steeply to gradual sloping sides to a concave base and measured 2m in 

width by 0.52m deep by more than 2.1m in length as it extended beyond the limits of the trench. 

This feature had a single fill of friable dark grey brown silty clay (76907) . It is possible that this 

ditch [76908] and ditch [76910] are later recuts of earlier ditch [76912], representing various 

phases of field boundary construction in the area (Plate 38). 

 

Plate 39: Post hole [76004], looking northwest 

6.169 The stratigraphic sequence was capped by a 0.28m thick topsoil comprising friable mid grey, 

brown silty clay (76901). 

 

Sub-area C04  

6.170 One hundred and twelve trenches were excavated in  sub-area C04 Thirty-one of the 112 

trenches contained archaeological features (Trenches 730, 731, 736, 747, 754, 776, 779, 792, 

794, 797, 798, 801, 802, 803, 804, 806, 808, 810, 814, 819, 821, 822, 823, 830, 831, 832, 839, 

840, 842 843 and 847).  

6.171 The naturally-lain deposits generally consisted of a yellowish brown clay, orange brown silty 

clay, orangey brown sandy clay, with occasional lenses of blue clay and gravel. The natural 

geology was recorded at heights of between 25.44m aOD and 41.46m aOD. The subsoil 

generally comprised yellowish brown clay, varying in depth from 0.08m and 0.15m. The topsoil 

consisted of a greyish brown clay, varying in depth from 0.15m to 0.25m. 
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Sub-area C04 Positive Trenches (Figures 3.1 – 3.46 & 6.1 – 6.9) 

Trench 730 (Figure 3.3, 3.26, 4.48, 6.2 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(73001) 0.19m 30.83m Compact, light greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(73002) 0.11m 30.64m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(73003) 0.06m+ 30.53m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.172 Trench 730 was located on the central western edge of C04 and was orientated east to west. 

The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 730 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (73003) 

which lay at a height of 30.53m aOD.  

6.173 Two features cut the naturally lain deposits towards the west portion of the trench; gullies 

[73004] and [73005]. Both gullies were in the same alignment following a north-northwest to 

south-south-east route and they may represent either two termini or the same gully system 

affected by ploughing. Gully [73004] was the north-north-westmost feature which continued 

beyond the limits of the trench towards the north-north-west and terminated to the south-south-

east. This gully had rounded sloping sides to a flat base and measured 0.85m+ in length by 

0.40m in width by 0.13m deep. This feature had a single fill of soft dark brownish black silty clay 

(73006). Gully [73005] was located approximately 0.65m to the south-south-east of gully 

[73004] and it had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and measured 0.65m+ in length by 

0.38m in width by 0.23m deep. The single fill of gully [73005] comprised a soft dark brownish 

black silty clay (73007). No finds were recovered from either of the gullies.  

6.174 Overlying the natural geology and features within the trench, was a subsoil measuring 0.11m 

deep, which comprised compact, mid yellowish brown clay (73002), which in turn was sealed 

by a 0.19m deep topsoil of compact, light greyish brown clay (73001). 
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Trench 731 (Figure 3.3 3.26, 4.49, 6.2 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(73101) 0.20m 30.52m Compact, light greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(73102) 0.12m 30.32m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(73103) 0.16m+ 30.12m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.175 Trench 731 was located to the east of Trench 730 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 731 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (73103) 

which lay at a height of 30.12m aOD.  

6.176 One feature cut the naturally-lain deposits towards the south of the trench; ditch [73104] (Plate 

40). The east to west oriented ditch had steeply sloping sides to a V-shaped base and measured 

0.75m in width by 0.39m deep. This feature, which continued beyond the extent of the trench, 

had one single fill comprising a soft mid yellow grey silty clay (73105) containing a fragment of 

CBM dating from the medieval to the post-medieval period close to the surface dating from the 

medieval to the post-medieval period (Appendix B). Ditch [73104] correlates with a former field 

boundary depicted on the 1888-1913 OS map. 

6.177 Overlying the natural geology and the feature within the trench, was a subsoil measuring 0.12m 

deep, which comprised compact, mid yellowish brown clay (73102). The subsoil was sealed by 

a 0.20m deep topsoil of compact, light greyish brown clay (73101). 

 

Plate 40: Ditch [73104], looking west 
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Trench 736 (Figure 3.3, 3.28, 4.50, 4.51, 6.6 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(73601) 0.18m 32.23m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(73602) 0.10m 32.05m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(73604) 0.12m+ 31.95m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.178 Trench 736 was located towards the centre of C04 and was orientated east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 736 comprised compact, mid yellowish brown clay (73603) 

which lay at a height of 31.95m aOD. Two features cut the naturally-lain deposit; pit [73604]; 

and ditch [73606].  

6.179 The sub-circular pit [73604]  was located in the western portion of the trench and it had steeply 

sloping sides and it was uneven in plan. The feature measured 1.47m+ in length by 1.2m in 

width by 0.15m deep, and it had one fill comprising a soft mid greyish brown silty clay (73105) 

containing no finds. Pit [74104] was interpreted as a tree bowl.  

6.180 Ditch [73606] was located in the west end of the trench and it had a north-west to southeast 

alignment. This feature had steeply sloping sides with V-shape base and measured 2.65m+ in 

length by 0.75m in width by 0.32m deep (Plate 41). The ditch had a single fill of slightly 

compacted mid greenish silty clay (73607) containing, two fragments of possibly Roman fired 

clay, and five ceramic sherds dating from the mid to the late 1st century AD, including four 

Romano-British sherds and one fragment of Samian ware imported from Gaul (Appendix B). 
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Plate 41: Ditch [73106], looking north 

6.181 Overlying the natural geology and features within the trench, was a subsoil, measuring 0.10m 

deep, which comprised compact, mid yellowish brown clay (73602). The stratigraphic sequence 

was capped by a 0.18m thick topsoil comprising compact, mid greyish brown clay (73601). 

Trench 747 (Figure 3.3, 3.32, 4.52, 6.3 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(74701) 0.21m 41.78m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(74702) 0.11m 41.57m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(74703) 0.12m+ 41.46m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.182 Trench 747 was located to the south central west of C04 and was orientated east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 747 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (74703) 

which lay at a height of 41.46m aOD. One feature cut the naturally lain deposits in the south 

end of the trench; ditch [74704] (Plate 42).  

6.183 The ditch was west-north-west to east-south-east orientated, had steeply to gradual sloping 

sides to a concave base, and measured 1.8m+ in length by 0.94m in width by 0.44m deep. This 

feature had a single fill of dark brownish grey silty clay which contained no finds (74305). The 

north side of the ditch was truncated by a field drain. 
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6.184 Overlying the natural geology and the ditch within the trench, was a subsoil, measuring 0.11m 

deep, which comprised compact, mid yellowish brown clay (74702). The stratigraphic sequence 

was capped by a 0.21m thick topsoil comprising compact, mid greyish brown clay (74701). 

 

Plate 42: Ditch [34704], looking southwest 

Trench 754 (Figure 3.3, 3.33, 4.52, 4.53, 6.5 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(75401) 0.15m 33.71m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(75402) 0.12m 33.56m Compact, mid yellowish grey 

clay subsoil 

(75403) 0.08m+ 33.44m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.185 Trench 754 was located to the central south of C04 and was orientated east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 754 comprised a compact, light yellowish brown clay (75403) 

which lay at a height of 33.44m aOD. One feature cut the naturally lain deposits towards the 

west of the trench, gully [75404].  

6.186 The north-east-north to south-west-south orientated gully had steeply sloping sides to a flat 

base and measured 1.3m+ in length by 0.37m in width by 0.18m deep. This featured had a 
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terminus to the south-west-south and continued beyond the limits of the trench towards the 

north-east-north. The gully had a single fill of soft dark greyish brown silty clay (75405) which 

contained no finds. 

6.187 Overlying the natural geology and the gully within the trench, was a subsoil, measuring 0.12m 

deep, which comprised compact, mid yellowish grey clay (75402). The stratigraphic sequence 

was capped by a 0.21m thick topsoil comprising compact, light yellowish brown clay (75401). 

Trench 776 (Figure 3.3, 3.22, 4.54, 6.2 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(77601) 0.25m 27.59m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(77602) 0.10m 27.34m Compact, mid yellowish grey 

clay subsoil 

(77603) 0.15m+ 27.24m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.188 Trench 776 was located in northeastern area of C04 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 776 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (77603) 

which lay at a height of 27.24m aOD. One feature cut the naturally lain deposits towards the 

south of the trench; ditch [77604] (Plate 43).  

6.189 The east to west orientated ditch had very steeply sloping sides to a concave base and 

measured 1.05m in width by 0.44m deep, and continued beyond trench. It had a single fill of 

soft mid yellowish grey silty clay (77605) containing charcoal flecks and fragments of  pottery, 

one likely iron rake tooth, 11 fragments of unspecified post-medieval CBM, one fragment of 

modern Gault brick, five fragments of modern sewer/water pipe, one glass bottle shard dating 

approximately from the 19th to the 20th century, and one window glass shard likely dating from 

the 19th to the 20th century (Appendix B). Ditch [77604] correlates with a former field boundary 

depicted on the 1888-1913 OS map. 
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Plate 43: Ditch [77604], looking west 

6.190 Overlying the natural geology and the feature within the trench, was a 0.10m thick compact, mid 

yellowish grey clay subsoil (77602)  which in turn was overlain by a 0.25m thick compact, mid 

greyish brown clay topsoil (77601). 

Trench 779 (Figure 3.3, 3.23, 4.55, 6.2 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(77901) 0.19m 28.07m Compact, light greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(77902) 0.11m 27.88m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(77903) 0.09m+ 27.77m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.191 Trench 779 was located in the northeast of C04, to the southwest of Trench 776, and was 

orientated north to south. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 779 comprised a  compact, light 

yellowish brown clay (77903) which lay at a height of 27.77m aOD. One feature cut the naturally 

lain deposits towards the north end of the trench; ditch [77904] (Plate 44). 

6.192  This east to west orientated ditch had shallow sloping sides to a concave base and measured 

0.79m in width by 0.16m deep, This ditch, which continued beyond trench, had a single fill of 

loosely compacted dark brownish grey silty clay (77905) containing no finds. 
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Plate 44: Ditch [77604], looking west 

6.193 Overlying the natural geology and the feature within the trench, was a subsoil of compact, mid 

yellowish brown clay (77902) which in turn was sealed by a topsoil of compact, light greyish 

brown clay (77901). 

Trench 792 (Figure 3.3, 3.45, 4.56, 6.4 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(79201) 0.21m 26.95m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(79202) 0.12m 26.74m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(79203) 0.12m+ 26.62m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.194 Trench 792 was located in the central northeast of C04 and was orientated east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 792 comprised a compact, light yellowish brown clay (79203) 

which lay at a height of 26.62m aOD. One feature cut the naturally lain deposits towards the 

west  of the trench; ditch [79204].  

6.195 This north-north-east to south-south-west orientated ditch had gradually sloping sides to a 

concave base and measure 2.2m in width by 0.28m deep. This ditch, which continued beyond 

the trench, had a single fill comprising a compact mid greyish brown slightly silty clay (79205) 

containing  one fragment of post-medieval pottery dating from the mid-17th to the 18th century 
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and a cylindrical glass bottle shard which likely contained wine or ale and dated to approximately 

to the 19th century (Appendix B). This ditch correlates to a field boundary depicted in the 1889-

1913 OS map, and aligned with ditches [79404] and [82104]. 

6.196 Overlying the natural geology and the feature within the trench, was a subsoil of compact, mid 

yellowish brown clay (79202) which in turn was sealed by a topsoil of compact, mid greyish 

brown clay (79201). 

Trench 794 (Figure 3.3, 3.46, 4.57, 6.4 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(79401) 0.24m 26.38m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(79402) 0.15m 26.14m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

subsoil 

(79403) 0.12m+ 25.99m Mid orangey brown silty clay 

with blue clay and lenses of 

gravel natural geology 

6.197 Trench 794 was located in the central northeast of C04, to the east of Trench 792 and was east 

to west orientated. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 794 comprised mid orangey brown silty 

clay with blue clay and lenses of gravel (79403) which lay at a height of m 25.99m aOD. One 

ditch [79404] cuts the naturally-lain deposits towards the western end of Trench 794 (Plate 45).  

6.198 The north-north-east to south-south-west linear feature continued beyond the limits of the 

trench, measured 2m+ in length by 1.6m in width and 0.57m deep, and had gradually sloping 

sides to a concave base. This linear feature was filled by a field drain at the centre of its base 

and by a deposit of firm mid-grey, brown sandy clay (79405). It is possible that the cut of this 

probable drainage ditch was reused to place the later field drain. This ditch correlates to a field 

boundary depicted in the 1889-1913 OS map, and it is in the same alignment as ditches [82104]  

and [79404]. 
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Plate 45: Ditch [79404], looking west 

6.199 The feature in Trench 794 was overlain by a 0.15m thick subsoil comprising firm mid grey, brown 

silty clay (79402) which in turn was sealed by a 0.24m thick firm mid grey, brown silty clay. 

Trench 797 (Figure 3.3, 3.46 4.58, 6.4 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(79701) 0.23m 26.13m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(79702) 0.12m 25.90m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

subsoil 

(79703) 0.1m+ 25.78m Mid orangey brown silty clay 

with blue clay and lenses of 

gravel natural geology 

6.200 Trench 797 was located on the central northeastern edge of C04 and was northwest to 

southeast orientated. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 797 comprised mid orangey brown 

silty clay with blue clay and lenses of gravel (79703) which lay at a height of 25.78m aOD. Two 

features cut the naturally-lain deposits towards the northwest end of Tench 797.  

6.201 Circular pit [79706] was the north-westernmost feature in the trench and it had gradually sloping 

sides to a mostly flat base. This feature, which measured 1.06m in length by 1.16m in width by 

0.15m deep, had a single fill comprising soft dark greyish brown silty clay (79707) containing 

one fragment of Samian ware dating from the mid to the late 1st century AD.  
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6.202 Approximately 1.3m to the southeast was northeast to southwest orientated ditch [79704] which 

had sloping sides to a flat base and measured over 1.85m in length by less than 0.20m in width 

by 0.17m in depth. This linear feature continued beyond the limits of the trench and its eastern 

edge was completely truncated by a land drain. This ditch had a single fill of loosely compact 

mid green, brown silty clay (79705) containing charcoal, two fragments of unspecified post-

medieval CBM, three fragments of Romano British pottery dating from the mid to the late 1st 

century AD, and a tapering bar (Appendix B). The post-medieval CBM is likely due to modern 

ploughing action.  

6.203 The features and the natural geology in this trench were overlain by a 0.12m thick firm mid grey, 

brown silty clay subsoil (79702) which in turn was overlain by a 0.23m thick topsoil comprising 

firm mid grey, brown silty clay (79701). 

Trench 798 (Figure 3.2, 3.46, 4.59, 6.8 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(79801) 0.16m 26.53m Firm light brown silty clay topsoil 

(79809) 0.08m 26.37m Firm light orange silty clay 

subsoil 

(79802) 0.09m+ 26.29m Compact light orange, grey silty 

clay natural geology  

6.204 Trench 798 was located on the central northeastern edge of C04, south of Trench 797, and was 

north to south orientated.. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 798 comprised compact light 

orange, grey silty clay (79802) which lay at a height of m 26.29m aOD. The naturally-lain 

deposits were cut by a northeast to south-west orientated construction cut [79803] in the 

northern end of the trench (Plate 46).  

6.205 The construction cut had straight sides to a flat base and measured 1.09m in width by 0.46m 

deep by 2m+ in length. This feature functioned as the construction cut for wall foundation 

[79806] . The wall foundation [79806] comprised squared bricks measuring 215mm by 10mm 

and placed in regular courses. The foundation wall  followed a northeast to southwest route and 

measured more than 0.97m in length by 0.2m in width by 0.14m deep (Plate46). The bricks, 

which date to the post-medieval period, were bound together with clay with occasional 

inclusions of lime mortar (Appendix B). Overlaying foundation wall [79806] was northeast to 

southwest orientated carved stone layer [79807] (Plate 46). The roughly hewn stones ranged 

between 510mm by 280mm by 70mm and 190mm by 140mm by 140mm in size. The stones 

were also bonded together with local clay containing occasional inclusions of lime mortar. The 

foundation wall [79806] and the stone layer [79807] were thought to be the same structure, 

possibly a post-medieval wall, although an earlier date cannot be discounted. It has been 

suggested that the carved stones [798087] were taken from the Roman settlement Scheduled 

Monument located approximately 47m to the northeast. The masonry structure was overlain by 

compact dark greyish brown silty clay (79805) containing two fragments of peg tile dating from 

the medieval to the post-medieval period, and six fragments of post-medieval red brick 
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(Appendix B). This deposit was interpreted as a backfill, although it could be a build-up layer. 

Cutting deposit (79805) was sub-rectangular feature [79808] which was recorded as a pit (Plate 

46), although it is probable that it was a construction cut for a possible surface (79804) as 

discussed below. The cut measured more than 1m by 1m by 0.35m deep. It had single fill of 

compact light grey silty clay (79804) containing  one fragment of Romano pottery, as well as 

highly frequent flint and angular, sub-angular and rounded stones measuring between 30mm 

and 80mm (Appendix B). This deposit, which measured more than 1m by 1m by 0.33m deep, 

was interpreted as possible surface in the interior or the exterior of structure [79806/ 79807].  

 

Plate 46: Construction cut [79806], Masonry structures [79806] and [79807], cut [79808], and 

possible surface (79804), looking south 

6.206 Overlying the natural geology and feature in Trench 798 was a 0.08m thick subsoil comprising 

firm light orange silty clay (79809), which in turn was overlain by a 0.16m thick firm light brown 

silty clay topsoil (79801).   
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Trench 801 (Figure 3.3, 3.37, 4.60, 6.4 & 7.3) 

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80101) 0.17m 26.45m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(80102) 0.08m 26.28m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(80103) 0.08m+ 26.20m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.207 Trench 801 was located in the northeast of C04 and was orientated north to south. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 801 comprised a compact, light yellowish brown clay (80103) which lay 

at a height of 26.20m aOD. One feature cut the naturally lain deposits in the north end of the 

trench; gully [80104] (Plate 47). This east to west oriented gully had gradually sloping sides to 

a concave base measuring 0.32m in width by 0.12m deep. This feature continued beyond the 

trench and it had a single fill (80105). 

 

Plate 47: Gully [80104], looking east 

6.208 Overlying the natural geology and the feature within the trench, was a 0.08m deep subsoil of 

compact, mid yellowish brown clay (79202) which in turn was sealed by a 0.17m deep topsoil 

of compact, mid greyish brown clay (77901). 
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Trench 802 (Figure 3.37, 4.61, 6.8 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80200) 0.16m 25.78m Dark grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(80201) 0.20m 25.62m Mid grey, brown silty clay subsoil 

(80202) 0.20m+ 25.42m Orange, brown clay with gravel 

natural geology 

6.209 Trench 802 was located in the northeast of C04 and was north to south orientated. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 802 comprised orange, brown clay with gravel (80202) which lay at a 

height of m 25.42m aOD. The naturally-lain deposits were cut by ditch [80203] and pit [80205] 

located in the northern end of the trench.  

6.210 East to west orientated ditch [80203] had steeply sloping sides to an undulating base. This 

feature which continued beyond the limits of the trench measured more than 1.8m in length by 

2.36m in width by 0.14m deep. This shallow linear feature had one fill of soft mid greenish brown 

silty clay (80204) containing frequent small angular stones, oyster shell and animal bone. 

Immediately to the south of ditch [80203] was sub-circular pit [80205] measuring 1.35m in length 

by 0.86m in width by 0.04m deep. This feature had one fill of soft dark greyish brown silty clay 

(80206) containing no finds.  

6.211 The features and natural geology in Trench 802 were overlain by a 0.20m thick subsoil 

comprising mid grey, brown silty clay (80201) which in turn was overlain by a 0.16m thick dark 

grey, brown silty clay topsoil (80200). 

Trench 803 (Figure 3.3, 3.37, 4.62, 4.63, 4.64, 5, 6.5 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80301) 0.32m 26.18m Dark brownish grey clayey sand 

topsoil 

(80302) 0.23m 25.86m Mid greenish brown clayey sand 

subsoil 

(80303) 0.04m+ 25.63m Mid orangey brown clayey sand 

with gravel inclusions natural 

geology 

6.212 Trench 803 was located in the northeast of C04 and was east to west orientated. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 803 comprised mid orangey brown clayey sand with gravel inclusions 

(80303) which lay at a height of 25.63m aOD.  
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6.213 Sub-circular pit [80315] was the westernmost feature in the trench which had irregular 

undulating sides to a flat base and measured 1.44m in length by 1.4m in width by 0.26m deep 

(Plates 48-49). This shallow, fairly regularly shaped feature represents the cut of a cremation 

pit that had a single fill which was 100% sampled and excavated in ten 2cm spits. The fill 

comprised loose dark clayey sand (80316) containing 383.39g of burnt bone (Appendix B). The 

remains were primarily human, however 92 fragments of animal bone were mixed in, 

provisionally representing at least one pig and one sheep/goat . The largest bone fragment was 

27.47mm in size and was a fragment of human occipital. Cremation [80315] most likely 

represents a single, adult individual based on the presence of a premolar, a fully fused distal 

fibula, and a fully fused interproximal phalanx, although the sex could not be determined due to 

the level of fragmentation of the bone (Appendix B).  

6.214 The fill (80316) of cremation pit [80315] contained 14 fragments of Romano-British pottery 

dating from the mid to the late 1st century AD, 36 fragments of possible Roman fired clay, four 

fragments of post-medieval brick, and 64 fragments of burnt flint showing no signs of being 

worked (Appendix B). Also, a large quantity of charcoal was retrieved from fill (80316), which 

included six fragments of oak, four fragments of blackthorn, four fragments of cherry, one 

fragment of apple-type, one fragment of maple, and three fragments of ash (Appendix B). The 

mixture of species identified within the cremation pit indicates a functional rather than ritual 

selection of species readily available in the surrounding landscape. Additionally, a large quantity 

of metal was present in the cremation pit, including two intact and 31 fragmentary nails , three 

of which were RFs 2-4, as well as three intact and 68 fragmentary hobnails (Appendix B). The 

hobnails recovered from this cremation deposit likely represent the remains of footwear worn 

by the deceased, while the remaining nail fragments may represent the remains of a possible 

cremation bier, grave goods, or other items present on the pyre. Regarding wood, five fragments 

of oak were retrieved from the cremation pit (Appendix B). Oak is a native species and is often 

used for cremations, since it burns with a hot, steady flame. There was no evidence of burning 

in situ, and the total weight of the recovered remains (358.98g) suggests a token deposit 

(Appendix B). The distribution of both bone and charcoal within the grave as well as the 

presence of wood and the large number of nails may be indicative of a box burial, in which the 

edges of the cut were lined with wood, often with cremated remains deposited directly on the 

floor (Appendix B).  
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Plate 48: Cremation pit [80315] pre-excavation, looking south 

 

Plate 49: Cremation pit [80315] spit 5, looking south 

6.215 Approximately 8m to the east of the cremation pit is a circular post hole [80317] which measured 

0.23m by 0.20 and 0.10m deep. This feature had straight sides to an irregular base and had a 

single fill of soft dark black brown clayey sand (80318) containing very frequent inclusions of 

wood fragments (not retained) which suggests that the cut contained a square wooden post.  
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6.216 Approximately 6.5m to the east of the post hole in the centre of the trench was a north-north-

east to south-south-west orientated ditch [80310] which continue beyond the limits of the trench 

and measured more than 1.8m in length by 1.15m in width  by 0.45m deep (Plate 50). The linear 

feature had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and contained a single fill comprising soft 

dark yellowish brown silty clay (80311) with occasional sub-angular stones, three fragments of 

Roman pottery, and some animal bones (Appendix B). The alignment of the ditch correlates to 

a former road, drive or track depicted on the 1888-1913 OS map. 

 

Plate 50: Ditch [80310], looking southwest 
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Plate 51: Ditches [80304] and [80306], looking south 

6.217 Just over 1m to the west of ditch [80313] was circular pit [80308] which continued further south 

beyond the limits of the trench. This feature measured more than 0.70m in length by 0.53m in 

width by 0.10m deep and had straight sides to a concave base. The very shallow pit was filled 

by a single deposit of soft mid green, grey clayey sand containing no finds (80309). 

6.218 North-north-west to south-south-east orientated ditch [80306] continued beyond the limits of the 

trench (Plate 51). This linear feature had steeply sloping sides to a slightly undulating base and 

measured more than 1.8m by 1.05m in width by 0.24m deep. This ditch had two fills; a primary 

fill comprising loose mid green, grey clayey sand (80307) which contained an unurned deposit 

of cremated human remains weighing  22.53g, two fragments of burnt flint showing no signs of 

being worked; and an upper fill of soft mid green, grey clayey sand (80312) containing 

occasional charcoal and no finds (Appendix B). This most likely represents a token deposit, as 

the total weight of bone from a cremated adult should, on average, be between 1540-2004g 

however due to the disturbed and truncated nature of the ditch  this is not certain (Appendix B).  

6.219 North-north-west to south-south-east orientated ditch [80304] cut ditch [80306] on its eastern 

side and continued beyond the trench (Plate 51). This linear feature had straight sides to an 

undulating base and measured more than 1.8m in length by 2.36m in width by 0.14m deep. 

This shallow ditch had a single fill of soft mid greenish brown silty clay (80305) containing 1.88g 

of cremated bone. Additionally, this fill contained 19 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating 

to the 1st century AD, including shell-tempered ware, four undated nail fragments, and oyster 

shell (Appendix B). The datable finds recovered from ditch [80304] suggest that ditch [80306] 

was either Roman or earlier.  

6.220 Both individuals were recovered as cremated remains inTrench 803 and were most likely adult 

at time of death. Considering the finds within features [80315], [80304] and [80306] as well as 

their proximity to the Roman settlement Scheduled Monument, the individuals likely dated to 
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the Roman period. The first individual (80316) was interred in a pit with evidence for grave and 

pyre goods including faunal remains, pottery, and nails. The potential presence of a box burial 

is significant, as only 78 examples were extant in the data gathered by the Rural Roman 

Settlement Project (Appendix B). Individual (80307) was found within a ditch and did not have 

any evidence of grave goods having been present. Burials within ditches are common in the 

more rural areas of Brittania, and it has been theorized that this practice may be a form of 

reinforcing territorial boundaries or might connect to ideas of liminality and/or cosmological 

concepts of the agricultural cycle (Appendix B).  

6.221 Overlaying the features and natural geology  was a 0.23m thick mid greenish brown clayey sand 

subsoil (80302) which in turn was sealed by a 0.32m thick topsoil comprising dark brownish 

grey clayey sand. 

Trench 804 (Figure 3.3, 3.37, 4.65, 6.5 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80401) 0.18m 25.71m Compact, dark greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(80402) 0.09m 25.53m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(80403) 0.09m+ 25.44m Mid yellowish brown clay natural 

geology 

6.222 Trench 804 was located to the east of Trench 803 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 804 comprised a mid-yellowish brown clay (80403) which lay 

at a height of 25.44m aOD. The naturally-lain deposits were recorded to be cut by ditches and 

a series of intercutting pits.  

6.223 The north-north-west to south-south-east orientated ditch [80404] had steeply sloping sides to 

a flat base and measured 4m+ in length by 0.82m in width and 0.31m deep (Plate 52). This 

feature, which continued beyond the trench had a single fill of soft mid greyish brown silty clay 

(80405).  
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Plate 52: Ditch [80404], looking southwest 

6.224 Just over two meters to the north of ditch [80404] was a series of intercutting pits cutting through 

the natural geology. Pit [80409] had a steeply sloping south side and a U-shaped base, and it 

measured 0.66m+ in width and 0.32m deep. This feature had a single fill of soft dark orangish 

brown silty clay with no finds (80410). Pit [80413] was a likely oval-shaped feature with a flattish 

base, although its full extent was not excavate due to it being heavily truncated. This pit had 

two fills; a primary fill of soft light yellowish brown silty clay with no finds (80414), and a 

secondary fill of brown silty clay (80415). Pit [ 80419] was a likely oval-shaped pit which had a 

single fill of yellow brown silty clay (80420) which contained no finds.  

6.225 Three pits [80421], [80411], and [80416] truncated the pits detailed above. Pit [80409] was cut 

by circular pit [80421] with shallow sloping sides to a concave base and measuring 0.42m in 

length by approximately 0.6m in width by 0.12m deep. This feature has a single fill of soft light 

orangish brown silty clay containing no finds (80422). Pits [80409] and [80413] were cut by 

circular pit [80411] which had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and measured 0.79m in 

diameter and 0.23m deep. This feature had a single fill of soft mottled red and greyish brown 

silty clay containing no finds (80412). Pits [80413] and [80419] were cut by circular pit [80416] 

which had sharply sloping sides to an irregular and measured approximately 0.65m in length by 

1.62m in width by 0.6m deep. This pit has two fills; a primary fill of soft yellowish brown silty clay 

containing no finds (80417); and an upper fill of soft mid orangish brown grey silty clay 

containing no finds (80418). single 

6.226 The latest pit cut in the sequence was an oval pit [80406] which cut pit [80411] and measured 

1.75m in length by 1.74m in width by 0.33m deep. This pit had two fills; a primary fill of soft light 

orangish brown silty clay containing no finds (80407); and an upper fill of soft dark greyish brown 

silty clay containing no finds (80408) 
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6.227 To the north of the intercutting pits, ditch [80423] was east to west orientated, had steeply 

sloping sides to a flat base, and measured +1.8m in length by 1.1m in width by 0.26m deep 

(Plate 32). This ditch, which continued beyond the trench and had a single fill of soft mid greyish 

brown silty clay(80424). Ditch [80423] was cut by pit [80425] which had steeply sloping side to 

a flat base and measured 0.2m in width by 0.38m deep (Plate 53). This pit was filled by a single 

deposit of soft dark greyish brown silty clay containing charcoal flecks (80426). 

 

Plate 53: Ditch [80423] and Pit [80425], looking east 

6.228 The naturally lain deposits and features were overlain by a 0.09m thick subsoil of compact, mid 

yellowish brown clay (80402) which in turn was sealed by a 0.18m thick topsoil of compact, dark 

greyish brown clay (80401). 
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Trench 806 (Figure 3.3, 3.40, 4.66, 6.6 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80601) 0.23m 26.39m Mid grey, brown sandy clay 

topsoil 

(80602) 0.12m 26.16m Firm mid brown, orange sandy 

clay subsoil 

(80603) 0.25m+ 26.04m Mid orangey, brown sandy clay 

with gravel lenses natural 

geology 

6.229 Trench 806 was located on the eastern edge of C04 and was east to west orientated. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 806 comprised mid orangey brown clayey sand with gravel 

inclusions (80603) which lay at a height of m 26.04m aOD. Two features were recorded to cut 

the naturally-lain deposits in the west end of Trench 806; pit [80605]; and ditch [80606]. 

6.230 The westernmost feature was the sub-oval pit [80605] which had irregular sides and base, and 

measured 0.73m in length by 0.40m in width by 0.11m deep (Plate 54). This feature had a single 

fill comprising soft dark greyish black silty clay (80604) containing 20 fragments of oak charcoal 

and no finds (Appendix B).  

6.231 Approximately 5m to the east was north to south orientated ditch [80606] which had vertical 

sides to an uneven base and measured more than 1.80m in length by 0.79m in width by 0.08m 

deep (Plate 55). This shallow linear feature, which continued beyond the limits of the trench, 

had a single fill of hard greyish brown silty clay (60607) with stone and flint inclusions. 
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Plate 54: Pit [80605], looking south 

 

Plate 55: Pit [80606], looking south 
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6.232 The features and natural geology in Trench 806 were overlain by a 0.12m thick subsoil 

comprising firm mid brown, orange sandy clay (80602) which in turn was sealed by a 0.23m 

thick mid grey, brown sandy clay topsoil (80601). 

Trench 808 (Figure 3.2, 3.37, 4.67 4.68, 6.8 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(80800) 0.18m 26.18m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(80801) 0.17m 26m Firm mid id grey, brown silty clay 

subsoil 

(80802) 0.13m+ 25.83m Mid orange, brown clay natural 

geology 

6.233 Trench 808 was located on the eastern edge of C04 and was orientated east to west. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 808 comprised mid orange, brown clay natural geology (80802) 

which lay at a height of 25.83m aOD. The naturally lain deposits in Trench 808 were cut by five 

features; pit [80804], pit [80805], ditch [80807], ditch [80809] and ditch [80811]. None of the 

features corresponded with the small geophysical anomalies that this trench targeted. 

6.234 The western most feature in the trench was sub-oval pit [80804] which the northern side was 

stepped and the southern side continued beyond the extent of the trench. This feature 

measured 0.81m+ in length by 0.41m in width and 0.14m deep and contained a single fill of 

compact greyish brown clayey sand containing no finds (80803). 

6.235 West-north-west to east-south-east orientated ditch [80807] was located approximately 1.80m 

to the east of pit [80804]. Ditch [80807] had shallow sloping sides to an uneven base and 

measured 0.89m in width by 0.16m deep. This feature had one fill comprising firm greyish brown 

clayey sand (80808) containing two Roman ceramic sherds (Appendix B). This ditch extended 

beyond the trench. 

6.236 Approximately 2.88m to the east of ditch [80807] was ditch [80811] which was north to south 

orientated (Plate 56). This ditch had gradually sloping sides to a rounded base and measured 

1.27m+ in length by 0.73m in width by 0.19m deep. This feature which continued beyond the 

trench, had a single fill comprising firm mid brownish grey clayey silt containing flint fragments 

(80812). 
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Plate 56: Ditch [80811], looking north 

6.237 North to south aligned ditch [80809] was recorded approximately 11m to east of [80811] (Plate 

57). Ditch [80809] had steeply sloping sides to a rounded base and it measured 1.27m+ in 

length by 0.73m in width by 0.19m deep. This feature, which continued beyond the trench, had 

a single fill entailing firm mid greyish brown clayey silt containing no finds (80810). 

 

Plate 57: Ditch [80809], looking south 
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6.238 Pit [80805] was located in the central part of Trench 808 to the east of [80809]. This sub-oval 

pit had steeply sloping sides to a rounded base and measured 0.53m in length by 0.31m in 

width by 0.15m deep. This feature had a single fill of plastic brownish grey clayey silt  (80806) 

containing three fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware dating to the 1st 

century AD, two fragments of oak charcoal, and one caryopses of cereal (Appendix B). 

6.239 The naturally-lain deposits and the features in Trench 808 were overlain by a 0.17m thick 

subsoil of firm mid grey, brown silty clay (80801) which in turn was sealed by a 0.18m thick 

topsoil comprising firm mid grey, brown silty clay (80800). 

Trench 810 (Figure 3.3, 3.39, 4.69, 6.6 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(81001) 0.23m 27.26m Mid grey, brown sandy clay 

topsoil 

(81002) 0.12m 27.03m Firm mid brown, orange sandy 

clay subsoil 

(81003) 0.25m+ 26.91m Mid orange, brown sandy clay 

with gravel lenses natural 

geology 

6.240 Trench 810 was located towards the central eastern edge of C04 and was east to west 

orientated. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 806 comprised mid orange, brown sandy clay 

with gravel lenses (81003) which lay at a height of m 26.91m aOD.  

6.241 One ditch [81004] cut though the naturally-lain deposits towards the west end of Trench 810. 

This north to south orientated linear feature had straight sides to a V-shaped base and 

measured more than 1.8m in length by 1.04m in width by 0.8m (Plate 58). This feature had two 

fills; a primary fill of soft mid greyish brown silty clay containing no finds (81005); and an upper 

fill of soft mid yellowish brown silty clay containing no finds (81006). The ditch continued beyond 

the limits of the trench and it had the same alignment as ditch [80310] in Trench 803 located 

approximately 80m to the north. Both ditches [80310] and [81004] correlate with a former north 

to south orientated road, drive or track depicted on the 1888-1913 OS map. 
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Plate 58: Ditch [81004], looking north 

6.242 Ditch [81004] was overlain by a 0.12m thick subsoil comprising firm mid brown, orange sandy 

clay (81002) which in turn was sealed by a 0.23m thick mid grey, brown sandy clay topsoil 

(81001). 

Trench 814 (Figure 3.5, 3.36, 4.70, 6.8 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(81400) 0.30m 28.18m Mid reddish, brown topsoil 

(81401) 0.10m 27.88m Mid orange, brown clay subsoil 

(81402) 0.04m+ 27.78m Light blueish grey clay and mid 

orange brown gravelly silty clay 

natural geology 

6.243 Trench 814 was located in the central area of C04 and was east to west orientated. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 814 comprised light blueish grey clay and mid orange brown 

gravelly silty clay (81402) which lay at a height of 27.78m aOD. One feature [81403] cut through 

the naturally-lain deposits in the west end of Trench 814. This feature had an irregular shape 

with gradually sloping sides to a concave base and measured more than 1.24m in length by 

1.16m in width by 0.15m deep. This feature represented a shallow pit that had one fill comprising 

compact light yellow, brown silty clay containing no finds (81404). The pit continued further north 

beyond the north boundary of the trench. 
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6.244 This feature and natural geology was overlain by a 0.10m thick subsoil of mid orange, brown 

clay (81401) which in turn was overlain by a 0.30m thick mid reddish brown topsoil (81400). 

Trench 819 (Figure 3.2, 3.36, 4.71, 6.4 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(81901) 0.12m 28.44m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(81902) 0.06m 28.32m Compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(81903) N/A 28.26m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.245 Trench 819 was located in the central area of C04 and was east to west orientated. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 819 comprised compact, light yellowish brown clay (81903) 

which lay at a height of m 28.26m aOD. A deposit of loosely compact mid greyish brown silty 

clay (81904) was recorded overlaying the naturally-lain deposits in the western portion of Trench 

819. This deposit, which contained four fragments of peg tile dating from the medieval to the 

post-medieval period, was interpreted as an occupational layer (Appendix B).  

6.246 The occupational layer and the naturally-lain deposits in the trench were overlain by a 0.06m 

thick subsoil comprising compact mid yellowish brown clay (81902) which in turn was overlain 

by a 0.12m thick compact mid greyish brown clay topsoil. 

Trench 821 (Figure 3.3, 3.45, 4.72, 4.73, 6.8 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(82101) 0.24m 28.03m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(82102) 0.15m 27.79m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

subsoil  

(82103) 0.08m+ 27.64m Firm mid orangey brown clay 

natural geology 

6.247 Trench 821 was located to the central north of C04, was orientated east to west and  targeted 

a concentration of geophysical anomalies in this area.  

6.248 The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 821 comprised firm mid orangey brown clay (82103) which 

lay at a height of 27.64m aOD. Two features cut the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 821; pit 

[82106] and ditch [82104] and ditch [82108]. 
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6.249 North to south aligned ditch [82108] was located toward the west end of the trench was only 

recorded in plan, measuring more than 1.8m in length by 0.55m in width. This features single 

fill was of moderately compact dark brown-grey silty clay containing no finds (82109). Ditch 

[82108], which continues beyond the limits of the trench, correlates to a field boundary depicted 

in the 1888-1913 OS map, and is aligned with ditches [79204] and [79404], both locate to the 

north of Trench 821. 

6.250 Just  over 24m to the west was a sub-circular pit [82106] with steeply sloping sides to a concave 

base and measuring approximately 1.20m in length by 0.55m in width by 0.16m deep. This 

feature which continued further north beyond the north boundary of the trench, had a single fill 

comprising loosely compact mid brown, grey silty clay containing no finds (82107). 

6.251 The west side of the pit was cut by a north-north-east to south-south-west aligned ditch [82104] 

which continued beyond the limits of the trench and correlated to an anomaly recorded during 

the geophysical survey. This linear feature had steeply sloping sides to a concave base and 

measured more than 1.80m in length by 0.95m in width by 0.50m deep. The single fill of the 

ditch comprised moderately compact mid grey, brown silty clay (82105) containing  a fragment 

of unidentified iron slag, three fragments of unidentified animal bone, and 74 fragments of 

Romano-British ceramic sherds dating to the 1st century AD, which including “Belgic” grog-

tempered ware (Appendix B). 

6.252 Overlying the features and natural geology was a 0.15m thick subsoil comprising firm mid grey, 

brown silty clay (82102) which in turn was overlain by a 0.24m thick firm mid grey, brown silty 

clay topsoil (82101). 

Trench 822 (Figure 3.3, 3.35, 4.74, 6.8 & 7.3)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(82201) 0.23m 28.36m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(82202) 0.15m 28.13m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

subsoil 

(82203) 0.10m+ 27.98m Mid orange, brown silty sand 

natural geology 

6.253 Trench 822 was located in the centre of C04, to the south of Trench 821 and was north to south 

oriented. The trench targeted a concentration of geophysical anomalies in this area.  The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 822 comprised mid orangey brown silty sand (82203) which 

lay at a height of 27.98m aOD.  

6.254 One feature, pit [82207], cut the naturally-lain deposits in the southern edge of Trench 822, had 

stepped sides to an imperceptible base, and measured 1.13m in length by 1.12m in width by 

more than 0.64m deep (Plate 59). The base of this feature was not reached as the water table 

was too high. This feature had four fills; a primary fill of soft mid brown, grey silty clay (82211) 

containing 18 fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware dating to the 1st 

century AD; a secondary fill comprising soft mid grey, red brown silty clay containing pottery 
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sherds and animal bone fragments (82211); a tertiary fill comprising a thin layer of soft light 

yellow, orange clay containing no finds (82211); and an upper fill comprising soft mid brown, 

grey silty clay containing no finds (82210).  

6.255 The north side of pit [82207] was cut by sub-oval pit [82204] with stepped and steeply to 

moderately sloping sides and with a concave base (Plate 59). The feature measured 2.24m in 

length by 1.1m in width by 0.64m deep and had two fills; a primary fill of soft mid grey, brown 

silty clay (82206) containing eight fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware  

dating to the 1st century AD and  two fragments of possible Roman fired clay, five fragments of 

unidentified animal bone; and an upper fill of soft dark brownish black silty loam (82205) 

containing 18 fragments of Romano-British shell-tempered ware 1 dating to the 1st century AD, 

nine fragments of possible Roman fired clay and 11 fragments of unidentified animal bone 

(Appendix B). This pit was truncated by a land drain. Both features correlate with the anomalies 

recorded in the south part of the trench during the geophysical survey. 

 

Plate 59: Ditch [82207] and pit [82204], looking east 

6.256 The features and natural geology in Trench 822 were overlain by a 0.15m thick subsoil 

comprising firm mid grey, brown silty clay (82202) which in turn was sealed by a 0.23m thick 

firm mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil (82201). 
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Trench 823 (Figure 3.3, 3.35, 4.75, 6.4 & 7.6)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(82301) 0.20m 29.58m Firm mid yellowish brown silty 

clay topsoil 

(82302) 0.12m 29.38m Hard yellowish grey clay subsoil 

(82303) n/a 29.26m Hard greyish yellow clay natural 

geology 

6.257 Trench 823 was located to the central north of C04, was orientated east to west and  targeted 

a concentration of geophysical anomalies in this area. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 823 

comprised mid orangey brown silty sand (82303) which lay at a height of m 29.26m aOD. Two 

features cut through the naturally-lain deposits towards the west end of Trench 823; Ditch 

[82305]; and ditch [82306].  

6.258 The western most feature in the trench was north to south aligned curvilinear ditch [82305] 

which had gradually sloping sides to a flat base and measured more than 1.8m in length by 

0.8m in width by 0.22m deep (Plate 60). This ditch which extended beyond the trench had a 

single fill comprised of hard brownish black mottled with reddish brown clay (82304) containing 

120 fragments of Romano-British pottery dating from the mid to the late 1st century AD, 91 

fragments of unidentified animal bone and one fragment of cattle bone (Appendix B). The 

assemblage included 86 sherds of southern British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware and 34 sherds 

of Romanising black-surfaced grey ware.  and fragments of animal bone (Appendix B). Sixty-

four fragments of possible Roman fire clay, 10 fragments of post-medieval brick, one caryopsis 

of cereal eight fragments of burnt flint with no signs of being worked, four fragments of cherry 

charcoal, three fragments of maple charcoal, two fragments of apple-type charcoal, and one 

fragment of oak charcoal were also present (Appendix B). The presence of post-medieval brick 

in this feature may signify ploughing activity or the high residual of the Roman finds, although 

likely theformer due to large quantity of Roman pottery. 
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Plate 60: Ditch [82305], looking north 

6.259 Approximately 5.5m to the east of ditch [82305] was north-north-east to south-south-west 

orientated ditch [82306] which continued beyond the extent of the trench, had a steeply sloping 

south side, a stepped north side, and an uneven base, and measured more than 1.18m in length 

by 0.84m in width by 0.21m deep (Plate 61). This feature had a single fill of compact dark grey 

silty clay with charcoal and heat affected flint inclusions (82307) and contained one fragment of 

Roman pottery, four fragments of burnt flint with no signs of being worked, two caryopses of 

wheat, two caryopses of cereal, and fragments of animal bone as well as 26 fragments of 

possible Roman fire clay, one heat affected river pebble, four refitting pieces of the same heat-

affected cobble  and eight fragments of post-medieval brick (Appendix B). This fill also contains 

one fragment of unidentified animal bone and two fragments of sheep or goat bone. The 

presence of post-medieval brick in this feature may be the result of ploughing activity in the 

area.. Both ditches [82305] and [82306] correlate to the anomalies recorded by the geophysical 

survey and it is suggested that they may be related due to their proximity.  
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Plate 61: Ditch [82306], looking northwest 

6.260 The features and naturally lain deposits in Trench 823 were overlain by a 0.12m thick subsoil 

of hard yellowish grey clay (82302) which was sealed by a 0.20m thick firm mid yellowish brown 

silty clay topsoil (82301). 

Trench 830 (Figure 3.3, 3.30, 4.76, 4.77, 6.8 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(83001) 0.23m 30.51m Mid grey, Brown silty clay topsoil 

(83002) 0.15m 30.28m Mid yellow, brown sandy clay 

subsoil  

(83003) 0.10m+ 30,13m Mid orange, brown silty sand 

natural geology 

6.261 Trench 830 was located to the central northwest of C04 was orientated north to south and  

targeted a concentration of geophysical anomalies in this area The naturally-lain deposits in 

Trench 830 comprised mid orangey brown silty sand (83003) which lay at a height of m 30.13m 

aOD. Three features cut the natural-lain deposits in Trench 830.  

6.262 The northernmost feature in the trench was west-north-west to east-south-east orientated ditch 

[83004] which had straight sides to an irregular base and measured more than 1.8m in length 

by 1.51m in width by 0.40m deep (Plate 62). This feature, which continued beyond the extent 

of the trench, had one fill comprising soft mottled greyish brown silty clay (83005) containing 
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pottery sherds and CBM. This feature seems to have been truncated by a field drain as 

fragments of field drain were found in the deposit.  

6.263 About 8.70m to the south of ditch [83004] was northwest to south east aligned ditch [83009] 

which had steeply sloping sides on north side, moderately sloping sides on south side, and a 

rounded base, although almost flat (Plate 63). This linear feature which continued beyond the 

trench, measured more than 1.8m in length by 2.4m in width by 0.45m deep. The ditch had a 

single fill of hard dark blueish clay (83010) containing a glass drinking bottle shard likely dating 

to approximately the 19th century, 68 fragments of “Belgic” grog-tempered ware dating to the 

1st century AD, 32 fragments of possibly Roman fired clay, and one peg tile fragment dating 

from the medieval to the post-medieval period(Appendix B). One caryopsis of hulled barley, four 

caryopses of cereal, two shell fragments of hazel, one achene of pale persicaria, one seed of 

field pennycress were also present in fill (83010). Six heat affected river pebbles and charcoal 

were also retrieved from this fill, including five roundwoods of cherry, one roundwood of maple, 

one roundwood of buckthorn, one roundwood of apple-type (Appendix B). Additionally, three 

fragments of unidentified animal bone and three fragments of sheep or goat bone were retrieved 

from this fill (Appendix B). The presence of 19th century glass and post-medieval peg tiles in 

this feature may be due to ploughing activity or to the high residuality of Roman pottery. Ditch 

[83009] correlates with anomalies recorded during the geophysical survey. It should be noted 

that the 1888-1913 OS map depicts a field former boundary crossing Trench 823 towards its 

north and south ends. However, neither of the ditches recorded align with the former boundary. 

 

Plate 62: Ditch [83004], looking northeast 
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Plate 63: Ditch [83009], looking east 

6.264 Approximately 7m to the south of ditch [83009] was irregular-shaped pit [83006] which extended 

to the west of the trench, measured more than 3m in length  by 0.62m in width by 0.42m deep, 

and had steeply sloping sides to a undulating base (Plate 64). The single fill of the pit comprised 

friable dark blueish grey silty clay (83007) with one fragment of unidentified animal bone, two 

fragments of cattle bone, one fragment of sheep or goat bone, occasional heat affected clay, 

and rare heat affected flint (Appendix B). This deposit showed signs of bioturbation and rooting 

and as such feature [83006] was interpreted as a potential tree pit. This feature also aligned 

with a linear anomaly recorded during the geophysical survey. In the area of the tree pit and 

overlaying the naturally-lain deposits was a compact mottled blueish grey and yellowish brown 

clay (83008) containing 18 fragments of Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware dating to 

the 1st century AD, three fragments of unidentified animal bone and one fragment of cattle bone 

(Appendix B). This deposit was interpreted as natural geology disturbed by heavy bioturbation 

from the nearby potential tree pit [83006]. The finds were thought to have originally been located 

within the pit. The disturbed natural was fully recorded and it did not show signs of an 

archaeological feature. 
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Plate 64: Pit [83006], looking northwest 

6.265 The features and natural geology in Trench 830 were overlain by a 0.15m thick subsoil 

comprising mid yellow, brown sandy clay (83002) which in turn was overlain by a 0.23m thick 

mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil (83001). 

Trench 831 (Figure 3.2, 3.30, 4.78, 6.8 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(83101) 0.18m 30.03m Mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil 

(83102) 0.10m 29.85m Mid yellow, brown sandy clay 

subsoil 

(83103) 0.12m+ 29.75m Mid orange, brown silty sand 

natural geology 

6.266 Trench 831 was located to the east of Trench 830 in C04 and was north to south orientated. It 

also targeted geophysical anomalies recorded in this area. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 

831 comprised mid orangey brown silty sand (83103) which lay at a height of m 29.75m aOD. 

One pit [83105] cut the naturally-lain deposits in the northern portion of Trench 831. While this 

trench targeted geophysical anomalies the pit did not properly align with any of the anomalies 

detected during the geophysical survey.  

6.267 Sub-oval pit [83105] had steeply sloping sides to rounded base and measured 0.82m in length 

by more than 0.70m in width by 0.55m deep (Plate 65). This feature had one fill comprising firm 

dark brownish black clayey silt (83104) containing seven sherds of Romano-British pottery 
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dating to the 1st century AD, ten fragments of possible Roman fired clay, one fragment of post-

medieval brick, four fragments of burnt flint showing no signs of being worked, one glume of 

spelt, caryopsis of cereal, 16 fragments of unidentified animal bone, one fragment of cattle bone 

and two fragments of sheep or goat bone (Appendix B). The animal bones within pit [83104] 

appeared to be from burnt to calcinated (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 65: Pit [83105], looking east 

6.268 The feature and the natural geology in the trench was overlain by  a 0.12m thick mid yellow, 

brown sandy clay subsoil (83210) which in turn was overlain by a 0.18m thick topsoil comprising 

mid grey, brown  silty clay (83101). 

Trench 832 (Figure 3.3, 4.77, 4.79, 4.80, 4.81, 6.8 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(83201) 0.18m 29.86m Firm mid grey, brown silty clay 

topsoil 

(83202) 0.10m 29.68m Mid grey, brown silty clay subsoil 

(83203) 0.12m+ 29.58m Mid orange, brown clay natural 

geology 

6.269 Trench 832 was located to the south of Trench 831 in C04 and was northwest to southeast 

orientated. It also targeted geophysical anomalies recorded in this area.. The naturally-lain 
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deposits in Trench 832 comprised mid orangey brown clay (83203) which lay at a height of 

29.58m aOD.  

6.270 The north-westernmost feature in Trench 832 was west-south-west to east-north east orientated 

ditch [83213] which aligned with one of the anomalies surveyed during the geophysical survey. 

This linear feature continued beyond the trench, measured more than 1.8m in length by 1.74m 

in width by 0.16m deep, and had concave sides to a uneven base. The single fill of this ditch 

comprised soft dark mottled grey, orange brown silty clay (83214) containing five fragments of 

Romano-British “Belgic” grog-tempered ware flint dating to the first century AD, three fragments 

of possibly Roman fired clay, and occasional charcoal flecks (Appendix B). 

6.271 Approximately 15m to the southeast of ditch [83213] was sub-oval pit [83211] which extended 

beyond the northern boundary of the trench (Plate 66). This feature had concave sides to a flat 

base and measured more than 0.9m in length by 0.62 in width by 0.16m deep. The single fill of 

this feature comprised soft mottled yellowish grey, brown silty clay containing no finds (83212). 

The shape of this feature and the presence of rooting suggests it was a shrub bowl rather than 

an archaeological feature.  

 

Plate 66: Pit [83211], looking northeast 

6.272 Over 17m to the southeast in southeastern end of the trench was sub-oval pit [83209] which 

had concave sides to a concave base and measured approximately 0.55m in length by 0.28m 

in width by 0.14m deep (Plate 67). This feature had a single fill comprising soft light yellowish 

grey silty clay containing rare charcoal fleck and no finds (83210). About 0.17m to the southeast 

was northeast to southwest aligned ditch [83204] which continued beyond the extent of the 

trench, had irregular sides to a U-shaped base and measured more than 1.5m by 0.70m in width 

by 0.34m deep (Plate 67). This linear feature terminated to the northeast in a rounded terminus. 

The terminus had two fills, a primary fill of soft mid yellowish grey clay containing no finds 
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(83205); and an upper fill of soft dark brownish black silty clay (83206) containing  100 fragments 

of possible Roman clay, nine fragments of oak charcoal and one roundwoods of apple-type 

charcoal, two small fragments of heat affected cobbles, and animal bone fragments (Appendix 

B). 

 

Plate 67: Ditch [83204], gully [83207] and pit [83209], looking southwest 

6.273 The southeast side of pit [83209] and the northwest side of ditch terminus [83204] was cut by 

northeast to southwest gully [83207] which continued beyond the extend of the trench, had 

stepped sides to a concave base, and measured more than 1.8m by 0.78m in width by 0.23m 

deep (Plate 67). This linear feature had a single fill of soft dark reddish black silty clay (83208) 

containing, 20 fragments of oak charcoal and three fragments of possible Roman fired clay 

(Appendix B). 

6.274 The features and the natural-lain deposits in Trench 823 were overlain by a 0.10m thick subsoil 

comprising mid grey, brown silty clay (83202) which in turn was capped by a 0.18m thick firm 

mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil (83201). 
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Trench 839 (Figure 3.3, 3.38, 4.82, 6.9 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(83901) 0.18m 29.03m Mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil 

(83902) 0.11m 28.85m Mid yellow, brown sandy clay 

subsoil 

(83903) 0.12m+ 28.74m Mid orange, brown clay natural 

geology 

6.275 Trench 839 was located towards the central southeast of C04 and was orientated  north to 

south. The naturally-lain deposits in Trench 839 comprised mid orangey brown clay (83903) 

which lay at a height of m 28.74m aOD. Two features cut the naturally-lain deposits in the north 

end of Trench 839; pits [83904] and [83906].  

6.276 The northernmost feature in the trench was sub-circular pit [83904] which continued beyond the 

extent of the trench, had straight sides to an undulating base and measured 1.95m in length by 

more than 0.69m in width by 0.14m deep (Plate 68). This feature had a single fill of firm mid 

green, brown sandy clay containing no finds (83905). Approximately 3.8m to the southeast was 

smaller circular pit [83906] which had concave sides to an U-shaped base and measured 0.52m 

in length by 0.43m in width by 0.18m deep (Plate 69). This shallow circular feature had one fill 

comprising  firm dark greyish grey silty clay with no finds (83907). 

 

Plate 68: Pit [83904], west looking 
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Plate 69: Pit [83906], west looking 

6.277 The features and the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 839 were overlain by a 0.11m thick 

subsoil comprising mid yellow, brown sandy clay (83902) which in turn were overlain by a 0.18m 

thick mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil (83901). 

Trench 840 (Figure 3.2, 3.39, 4.83, 6.5 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(84000) 0.15m 28.03m Mid grey, brown silty clay topsoil 

(84001) 0.10m 27.88m Dark brownish yellow silty clay 

subsoil 

(84002) 0.11m+ 27.78m Mid brown, orange sandy clay 

natural geology 

6.278 Trench 840 was located towards the east of C04 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 840 comprised mid brown, orange sandy clay (84002) which 

lay at a height of 27.78m aOD. One pit [84004] cuts the naturally-lain deposits in the southern 

portion of Trench 840 (Plate 70). This sub-circular pit had shallow sloping sides to a concave 

base and measured 0.72m in length by 0.54m in width by 0.18m deep. This feature had one fill 

comprising firm mid-blue grey and mottled orange sandy clay containing no finds (84003). 

6.279 The naturally-lain deposits and the pit in Trench 840 was overlain by a 0.10m thick subsoil 

comprising dark brownish yellow silty clay (84001). The stratigraphical sequence is capped by 

a 0.15m thick topsoil of mid grey, brown silty clay (84000). 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 114      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

 

Plate 70: Pit [84004], looking east 

Trench 842 (Figure 3.3, 3.39, 4.84, 6.6 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(84201) 0.22m 27.35m Compact, mid greyish brown 

clay topsoil 

(84202) 0.14m 27.13m compact, mid yellowish brown 

clay subsoil 

(84203) 0.15m 26.99m Compact, light yellowish brown 

clay natural geology 

6.280 Trench 842 was located towards the east of C04 and was orientated north to south. The 

naturally-lain deposits in Trench 842 comprised a  compact, light yellowish brown clay (84203) 

which lay at a height of 26.99m aOD. One feature cut through the naturally-lain deposits in 

Trench 842 towards the north end of the trench; gully [84204].  

6.281 Gully [84204] was a roughly northeast-southwest orientated curvilinear feature with a steeply 

sloping northwest side and a stepped southeast side. This feature measured 2.4m+ in length 

by 1.19m in width by 0.2m deep and it had one fill comprising soft dark brownish grey silty clay 

containing no finds (84205). 

6.282 The naturally-lain deposits and the gully in Trench 842 was overlain by a 0.14m thick subsoil of 

compact, mid yellowish brown clay (84203) which in turn was overlain by a 0.22m thick topsoil 

of compact, mid greyish brown clay (84201). 
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Trench 843 (Figure 3.3, 3.41, 4.85 6.6 & 7.4)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(84301) 0.20m 26.99m Mid grey, brown sandy clay 

topsoil 

(84302) 0.13m 26.79m Firm mid brown, orange sandy 

clay subsoil 

(84303) 0.18m+ 26.66m Firm mid orange, brown sandy 

clay natural geology 

6.283 Trench 843 was located to the east of C04 and was orientated west to east. The naturally-lain 

deposits in Trench 843 comprised firm mid orangey brown sandy clay (84303) which lay at a 

height of m 26.66m aOD. Two features cut the naturally-lain deposit in Trench 843; pits [84304] 

and [84306].  

6.284 In the centre of trench was pit [84304] which had concave sides to a flat base and measure 

0.80m in length by 0.46m in width by 0.10m deep. The pit had soft dark greyish brown silty clay 

containing no finds and frequent charcoal (84305). Approximately 9m to the east was sub-

circular pit [84306] which had concave sides and an undulating base and measured more than 

0.30m in length by 0.5m in width by 0.08m (Plate 71). This shallow feature continued beyond 

the northern extent of the trench and had one fill of soft dark blueish black silty clay (84307) 

containing  ten fragments of oak charcoal (Appendix B). 

 

Plate 71: Pit [84306], looking North 
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6.285 The features and the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 843 were overlain by a 0.13m thick 

subsoil of firm mid brown, orange sandy clay (84302) which in turn was overlain by a 0.20m 

thick mid grey, brown sandy clay topsoil (84301). 

Trench 847 (Figure 3.3, 3.39, 3.43, 4.86, 6.9 & 7.7)  

Table of stratigraphic sequence 

Context No. 
Thickness 

(max) 

Height of Deposit 

(aOD) (centre 

point) 

Description/Interpretation 

(84701) 0.14m 28.54m Mid grey, brown sandy clay 

topsoil 

(84702) 0.12m 28.4m Firm mid brown, orange sandy 

clay subsoil 

(84703) 0.08m+ 28.28m Firm mid orange, brown sandy 

clay natural geology 

6.286 Trench 847 was locate in the southeast of C04 and was orientated north to south. The naturally-

lain deposits in Trench 847 comprised firm mid orangey brown sandy clay (84703) which lay at 

a height of 28.28m aOD. One sub-oval pit [84704] cut through the naturally-lain deposits in 

Trench 847 (Plate 72). This feature continued beyond the western extent of the trench, had 

concave sides to a flat base, and measured 2m in length by more than 0.65m in width by 0.22m 

deep. This pit had a single fill of soft mid yellowish orange, brown silty clay containing rare 

charcoal fecks and no finds (84705). 

 

Plate 72: Pit [84704], south looking 
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6.287 The feature and the naturally-lain deposits in Trench 847 were overlain by a 0.12m thick firm 

mid brown, orange sandy clay subsoil (84702) which in turn was overlain by a 0.14m thick mid 

grey, brown sandy clay topsoil (84701). 

7 FINDS 

7.1 The finds have been assessed by respective specialists in their class, and the specialist reports 

are included in Appendix B. The main findings of these reports are summarised below. Each 

specialist has provided recommendations for further work to be done on the material, as well 

as recommendations for discard of material of low significance. Following acceptance of the 

report, discard of finds will be carried out as per the specialists’ recommendations with the 

agreement of the LPA’s Lead Planning Archaeologist. 

The Ceramic Assemblage – Pottery  

7.2 A large portion of the pottery uncovered in Area C dates to the Roman period. A total of 2226 

sherds (21169g) were recovered in Area C. There were significant contrasts in chronological 

span and concentration of sherds between the two areas of investigation: within the Scheduled 

Monument (Phase 0) and in the fields to the west and south of the monument (Phase 1 & 2). In 

the trenches to the south of the Scheduled Monument excavated during Phases 1 and 2, the 

Roman pottery was fairly sparse across the trenches but included a small group from Trench 

689, and a modest spread of material through Trenches 213 and 830. The group from this area 

is principally dated to the mid to late 1st century AD, in a relatively highly fragmented condition, 

with a modest incidence of diagnostic sherds.  It includes low quantities of samian ware from 

south Gaul, imported and local fine wares in the Gallo-Belgic-tradition, but is dominated by grog-

tempered ‘Belgic’ wares comprising necked or carinated bowls, barrel and necked jars that in 

isolation have a currency in the 1st century AD.  These are supplemented by modest quantities 

of shell-tempered coarse ware that is difficult to distinguish from its medieval counterpart, along 

with low quantities of Romanised, locally produced coarse ware. 

7.3 In the Roman Settlement Scheduled Monument section of Area  C (Phase 0) there were 

significant groups of Roman pottery recovered from Trenches 1-3, in particular contained in 

ditches. The groups in this area demonstrate a strong chronological focus on deposition in the 

mid-2nd to late 2nd/early 3rd centuries AD; however there is clear evidence for mid to late 1st 

century AD vessels (potentially as residual material), and Trench 4 included at least one late 

3rd-4th century AD ditch with further Late Roman vessels recovered from the topsoil. The 

groups from this area include a diverse range of samian ware, imported, regional and local fine 

wares, with a focus of samian ware from central Gaul (LEZ SA2), principally conical cups and 

sparse mould-decorated bowls, LNV CC and other fine wares principally present as cornice rim 

beakers.  Coarse wares are dominated by sandy grey ware and shell-tempered fabrics, 

principally jars, supplemented by notable coarse white wares from Godmanchester that occur 

as a narrow range of distinctive bifid rim jars and reed rim bowls.  Nearby industries in the Lower 

Nene and Lower Ouse Valleys produced further coarse wares, while the specialist vessels of 

mortaria and amphorae remain very rare. 

7.4 The Roman pottery in Area C presents a bipartite distribution relative to the areas selected for 

investigation based on the results of geophysical survey (Area C – exc. SM (C01-C04) vs. Area 

C - SM (Phase 0), the differentiation of which is now supported by the contrasts in the 

distribution, chronological range and character of the Roman pottery.  Area C exc. SM (C01-
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C04) presents a relatively sparse distribution of sherds and a pattern of consumption consistent 

with low status rural domestic occupation, and the casual disposal of waste rather than primary 

rubbish/dump deposits, limited to the early Roman period, likely to the post-Conquest mid to 

late 1st century AD, with rare sherds indicative of limited continuity into the early/mid-2nd 

century AD.  Conversely, Area C – SM (Phase 0) presents significant concentrations of Roman 

pottery with a focus on deposition in the mid-2nd to early 3rd centuries AD, but clearly spanning 

the mid-1st century AD to the mid/late 4th century AD, and consistent with the systematic 

clearing and dumping of material into potentially scoured ditches from a densely populated 

(urban?) environment, nonetheless of relatively modest economic means, reflected through 

limited quantities of samian ware, fine ware, mortaria and amphora. 

Post-Roman 

7.5 A total of 392 sherds (1.449g) dating to the post-Roman periods were recovered from Area C. 

All bar three post-Roman sherds dated to the medieval period. There were 12 medieval wares 

or fabrics identified. Chronologically the earliest pottery was exemplified by two sherds of Saxo-

Norman St Neots ware (late 9th -11th centuries) of context (68209), while eight sherds of 

Stamford ware could have been of a similar date, although their production continued 

throughout the 12th century. The most prevalent fabric was Developed St Neots ware (217 

sherds) produced between the mid-11th to mid-13th centuries. Other fabrics entailed Medieval 

Shelly wares, Huntingdonshire Early Medieval Ware (late 12th – 13th centuries Medieval Sandy 

wares, and a single sherd of Medieval Ely ware from context (69905), a single sherd of Essex 

Hedingham ware from context (69796), and a single sherd of Huntingdon Fen Sandy ware from 

context (69905). The assemblage comprised jars/cooking pots, shallow bowls and jugs and is 

indicative of domestic consumption, although none show any charcoal residue indicative of use. 

The coarse ware fabrics are typical of the area where shelly and calcareous wares dominate 

assemblages. The relative dearth of fine wares is fairly typical of rural settings and relatively 

limited status or restricted economy. This pattern of supply and consumption can be considered 

and paralleled across several sites in west Cambridgeshire. 

7.6 The post-medieval pottery comprises three sherds including mid-17th – 18th century slip ware 

(STMO), mid-18th century transfer printed ware (TP2), and mid-18th century factory-made 

Whited earthenware.   

The Ceramic Building Materials and Fired Clay 

7.7 The excavations recovered a total of 786 fragments (950g) of fired clay and 512 fragments 

(12582g) of CBM, typically in a highly fragmented and abraded condition, with occasional larger 

fragments/complete bricks of late post-medieval date. The assemblage contained a low quantity 

of Roman CBM, including sparse small fragments of roof tile (tegulae and imbrex), while very 

small amorphous fragments of fired clay likely derive from Roman occupation in the vicinity, 

likely daub or packed clay walls.  Low quantities of small fragments of medieval to post-medieval 

roof tile, principally peg tile are sparsely distributed, typically in the topsoil/subsoil and have 

likely been re-distributed through agricultural practices, such as manuring and soil/drainage 

improvement.  Similarly occasional fragments of post-medieval to early modern brick and field 

drain appear to have been incorporated in agricultural features, and potentially subsequently 

truncated/disturbed. 
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The Struck and Burnt Flint 

7.8 The evaluation recovered two flakes (3g) of struck flint and 112 very small fragments (129g) of 

burnt flint. The struck flint comprised two small un-corticated flakes of mid-dark grey flint with a 

blade-like profile in (69805), which likely represent debitage from Neolithic core reduction in the 

local landscape. The small fragments of burnt flint do not exhibit any evidence of being worked 

before or after exposure to heat. There are no significant concentration of burnt flint in the 

assemblage, although a small group of 64 fragments (87g) may relate to activity in the close 

vicinity. 

The Masonry, Worked and Heat-Affected Stone 

7.9 A small assemblage of possible worked stone was recovered during excavation. Collectively 

these finds weigh over 16kg and derive from two phases of excavation: Phase 0 (7 finds 

consisting of 9 fragments, 2921.92g) and Phase 1 & 2 (8 finds consisting of 40 fragments, 

13201.96g). The majority of the finds consist of fire-cracked cobble stones retrieved from pit 

and ditch fills in both phases. Also present were four fragments of worked stone representing 

fragments of lava quern, millstone grit quern and a possible fragment of worked chalk came 

from Phase 0 and lava quern fragments and three pieces of masonry, the latter carved from the 

same beige sandstone, were recovered during Phase 1 & 2 works.  

7.10 The largest category of finds amongst the stone are fragments of fire cracked stone, all of which 

were collected as bulk finds, and included heat-affected sub-rectangular fragment of sandstone 

and from tree bowl [203], and a fire-cracked spall from a large ovoid cobble from (320) ditch 

[321] in Phase 0. The quantity of fire-cracked stone was much larger in Phase 1, including 18 

cobble fragments from pit [69007], which had been routinely used to dispose of hearth waste 

and pot boilers in the form of the fire-cracked stone, though without any animal bone present to 

indicate cooking and consumption of food. 

7.11 Three fragments of heavily fractured, weathered and degraded Roman lava quern are present, 

two refitting fragments recovered from ditch [122] in Trench 1 and one lava quern retrieved from 

a widespread deposit (69707) in Trench 697. This type of stone was favoured by the Roman 

army to make hand-operated rotary querns for grinding grain into flour. Lava querns are most 

commonly associated with Roman military and villa sites but were in use throughout areas of 

Britain with access to Roman trade networks and connections of exchange. 

7.12 An angular, thick, sub-rectangular fragment detached from the edge of a possible quern) made 

from millstone grit came from pit [104], Trench 1, Phase 0. It is supposed that this is part of a 

thick disc-shaped rotary quern of probable late Roman date, but this is not certain due to lack 

of obvious wear or tooling.  

7.13 Two fragments of chalk were recovered from topsoil in Trench 3, Phase 0. One had no obvious 

tool marks or signs of wear, and the shape of the corner does not look natural and may be the 

result of deliberate shaping but this is not certain. The second fragment displayed multiple, 

narrow, V-shaped grooves and indentations (some of which are bifurcated) towards the centre 

of the surviving face which appear to be gnaw or claw marks from an animal. 

7.14 Three pieces of masonry, carved from the same beige sandstone, were recorded from (79807), 

Phase 1 & 2. Given the rubble-like and damaged appearance of the stones, it can be suggested 

that they were robbed from the Roman settlement and reused in a later feature [79807]. 
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The Metal Finds 

7.15 A small metals assemblage (Mass: 2,109.15g), comprising objects of ferrous metal (2055.7g), 

copper alloy (17.42g), and other material (36.03g), was recovered within Area C. Overall, these 

finds reflect the remains of Romano-British cremation burial attire and possible pyre goods with 

evidence for medieval to post-medieval agriculture. 

7.16 The finds of greatest significance recovered from the Scheduled Monument area during Phase 

0 were those typologically dateable to the Roman period. Of particular note are two copper alloy 

coins (RF 103 & RF 104). RF 104 is in good condition and is of a type minted between AD 347 

and 348 and RF 103, although worn is, dateable to the late 3rd or 4th century AD. The third 

coin (RF405) was in good condition and is identifiable as a nummus of Constantine II as Caesar 

struck between AD330-335. Other finds from this area include hobnails, nails, an L-shaped 

wallhook (RF308a), and blades (RF207b). The finds from Phase 0 are representative of Roman 

domestic waste, primarily consisting of structural fixtures and fittings in the form of nails, a 

wallhook and a cleat from a nearby building. The two identifiable coins provide evidence that 

the site was occupied into at least the mid-4th century. Evidence for medieval or post-medieval 

activity is restricted to a single copper alloy pin (RF303) recovered from the topsoil. 

7.17 The most significant finds outside the Scheduled Monument area recovered during Phases 1 

and 2 are those that are typologically dateable to the Romano-British period, which include a 

bronze coin (RF 1) that was recovered as an unstratified find, and a group of 71 iron hobnails 

and 33 nails (RF 2-4that were recovered from the fill (80316) of a cremation burial [80315], as 

well as four intact and fragmentary hobnails from the silting fill (415) of the recut [416] of the 

possible Roman boundary ditch [419], and eight recovered from a spoil heap relating to pits 

[80304, 80308]. 

7.18 The cremation burial [80315] produced a total of three intact and 68 fragmentary hobnails, as 

well as two intact and 31 fragmentary small nails (RF 2-4). The hobnails recovered from this 

cremation deposit likely represent the remains of footwear worn by the deceased, while the 

remaining nail fragments may represent the remains of a possible cremation bier, grave goods, 

or other items present on the pyre. 

7.19 Other finds of some significance are not typologically dateable due to their long-lived forms but 

likely relate to the Romano-British period based on their context of discovery include a small, 

intact wedge from the secondary fill (69806) of ditch [69804]. Also present is a blade fragment, 

and other non-diagnostic fragments from the primary fill (103) of a possible Romano-British 

refuse pit [104]. 

7.20 Finds dateable from the medieval to post-medieval periods comprise a fiddle key-type 

horseshoe nail from ditch [69904], most likely dating from the 11th to 14th centuries (ibid, 363-

4), as well as one intact keyhole type horseshoe and three fragmentary horseshoes all likely 

dating from the 17th to 18th centuries, recovered from the fills of post-medieval to modern 

ditches [68915, 69310] and topsoil [68401]. 

7.21 Other finds include a likely rake tooth from the fill of ditch [77604]; one intact nail and seven nail 

fragments; recovered from pit and ditch fills possibly dating from the Roman and medieval 

periods [69904, 69906, 71104, 80304], and a non-diagnostic, flat, tapering bar from the single 

fill of ditch [79704]. 
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The Industrial Material  

7.22 A small industrial materials assemblage (Mass: 3.39kg) was recovered within Area C. 

Ironworking waste is represented by small quantities of plano-convex slag cake (PCC), 

unclassified iron slag (UIS), and a fragment of possible runned slag or tapped slag (RS/TS), 

which were largely retrieved as residual materials from 15 separate contexts within 10 trenches 

across five sub-areas. Materials effected by a pyrotechnic process but not specifically 

associated with ironworking comprise fragments of vitrified ceramic (VC), including possible 

fired clay tuyère fragments, fuel-ash slag (FAS), and iron or possible iron ore (Fe), were 

identified within eight separate contexts in six trenches, largely within the Scheduled Monument 

Area. 

No in situ ironworking features or working areas were identified within the investigated areas, 

although a deposit of blacksmithing waste was present within the primary fill (103) of the burnt 

clay-lined pit [104], comprising a fragment of a smithing hearth bottom (82.0g), fragments of 

unclassified iron slag (108.7g) (RF 102, ), fragments of vitrified ceramic with slag attacked faces 

(30.5g), fragments of fuel-ash slag (20.0g), and small lumps of heat-affected soil (3.4g). While 

it is tempting to suggest that the burnt clay-lined pit [104] represents the remains of a smithing 

hearth, the lack of flake hammerscale and slag sphere microdebris recovered, which is often 

indicative of in situ metalworking activity, and the presence of domestic refuse such as animal 

bone, fired clay, Roman pottery, charcoal, iron, and shell suggests the backfilling of a disused 

firepit with the remains of domestic and industrial waste. These and the other ironworking 

residues, which are largely focused within the boundaries of the Scheduled Monument, 

represent the remains of small-scale blacksmithing and possibly smelting activities taking place 

during the Romano-British period in association with the small urban Roman town. 

The Glass 

7.23 A small glass assemblage (Mass: 213.4g) comprising a total of 30 fragments was recovered 

within Area C. All of the glass recovered within the Scheduled Monument during Phase 0 was 

Romano-British in date, with the four finds surviving in a fragmentary state with light to moderate 

corrosion and abrasion and ranging in colour from light green and light blue aqua to a smoky 

greyish blue. These glass fragments likely represent the remains of vessels, possibly used for 

transport or storage, associated with the small urban Roman town. No intact bottles were 

recovered and all of the shards are largely non-diagnostic, although fragments of cylindrical 

black glass wine or ale bottles, the embossed fragments from a cylindrical drinks bottle with a 

‘TC’ monogram within a crest and arched partial lettering ‘…ORGE…’, and a neck fragment 

from a Codd-type soda bottle dating from the 3rd quarter of the 19th century or later are present. 

Only one window glass fragment is present within the assemblage, identified as a modern 

fragment of clear and colourless plate glass from ditch [77604]. 

The Wood 

7.24 A small assemblage of waterlogged wood was recovered within Area C. An assemblage of five 

small fragments of oak (Quercus sp.), weighing 3.5g, the largest measuring 15mm by 12mm by 

7mm, were retrieved from cremation pit [80316]. These were in dry condition, very fragmented 

and embedded in clay. A further one piece of wood was unstratified. It was a small fragment of 

ash (Fraxinus excelsior L.) roundwood, weighing 1g and measuring 21mm by 15mm by 2mm. 

It was in poor, desiccated condition. since the fragments are uncharred and appear unworked, 

their function at this site could not be determined. 
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The Cremated Human Skeletal Remains 

7.25 A total of 383.39g of burned human bone was recovered from three contexts on the site and an 

additional 16.51g was recovered from the spoil heap. The assemblage represents a minimum 

of two individuals, both likely adults at the time of their death, recovered from three contexts 

containing cremated human remains. Both individuals were located within Trench 803, 

approximately 75m to the south of the Roman settlement Scheduled Monument, and neither 

had evidence of having been contained within an urn. 

7.26 The first individual (80316) was interred in a pit with evidence for grave and pyre goods including 

faunal remains, pottery, and nails. Cremation (80316) comprised a total of 348.98g of burned 

bone, which was excavated in 10 2cm spits in the field. The largest bone fragment was 

27.47mm in size and was a fragment of occipital recovered from spit 10. The remains were 

primarily calcined. Cremation (80316) most likely represents a single, adult individual based on 

the presence of a premolar, a fully fused distal fibula, and a fully fused interproximal phalanx. 

Animal bone was found mixed into spits 3-10 of cremation fill (80316) and likely represents a 

food offering. 

7.27 Individual (80307) was found within a ditch terminus [80306] and did not have any evidence of 

grave goods having been present. Burials within ditches are common in the more rural areas of 

Brittania, and it has been theorized that this practice may be a form of reinforcing territorial 

boundaries or might connect to ideas of liminality and/or cosmological concepts of the 

agricultural cycle. Cremation (80307) comprised a likely total of 40.92g, if the remains recovered 

from fill (80305) of ditch [80304] and the spoil heap are included in the analysis. The largest 

fragment recovered was a fragment of the cranium measuring 25.66mm which was hand 

recovered on site in fill (80307). The remains were primarily fully calcined. No indicators for age 

were identified in the remains; however, the thickness of the cranial vault implies that the 

individual was very likely to be adult at time of death. 

7.28 The sex could not be determined, and no evidence for trauma or pathology was observed. The 

fact that both burials are unurned is unusual, although unurned cremations are harder to identify 

and are likely to be underrepresented in the archaeological record.   

The Worked Bone 

7.29 One small fragment of worked bone (RF 306) was recovered during excavation, from Area C, 

Phase 0, Trench 3. RF 306 is a fragment from the shank of a bone pin, circular in cross-section, 

with smoothed and polished surfaces that retain a light sheen. It has broken at both ends 

meaning that it cannot be classified to type or function. The presence of iron in the same context 

as the pin fragment indicates that RF 306 is Iron Age or later in date.   

The Animal Bone 

7.30 A small assemblage of 685 hand-recovered, refitted fragments of animal bones and teeth were 

recorded, of which 214 could be identified to taxon. Further remains were identified from the 

samples. Bones were generally in good to fair condition, though approximately a fifth could be 

refitted from smaller fragments and several teeth were loose, which implies that they were 

friable upon excavation. Further remains were identified from the samples. Features were dated 

to the Roman, and the Medieval periods, based on spot dates, with the majority of the features 

from the Roman period and a small number of features undated A few gnawed fragments 

indicates both the presence of dogs and a delay in burial. Very few burnt bones were observed, 
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though Roman ditch and possible Roman pit [83105] produced a large quantity of small, 

indeterminate burnt and calcined fragments.   

The Macroplant and Charcoal 

7.31 The assemblage was retrieved from a total of 44 bulk samples, which were collected from a 

series of ditches, postholes, pits, and gullies, believed to date from the Roman to the post-

medieval period. The ecofacts assessed were carbonised macroplant and charcoal. 

7.32 There were 569 carbonised macroplants, which included 464 cereal, 33 fragments of hazelnut 

shell, 28 pulses, four flax seeds, 39 weeds, and one thorn. These finds were dispersed among 

17 contexts, with the only notable concentration of macroplants coming from ditch [70205], from 

which 383 finds were recovered. Preservation of the macroplants ranged from poor to adequate, 

but most were recorded as poor. 

7.33 A total of 226 charcoal fragments (110g) were identified from 32 samples. The species were 

maple (Acer campestre L.), alder (Alnus glutinosa L.), hazel (Corylus avellana L.), ash (Fraxinus 

sp.), apple-type (Maloideae sp.), cherry (Prunus sp.), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa L.), oak 

(Quercus sp.), and buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica L.). The dominant species was oak (57%), 

followed by cherry (16%), apple-type (14%), maple (5%), blackthorn (4%), ash (2%), hazel 

(1%), alder (0.5%) and buckthorn (0.5%). The roundwood was identified as apple-type (10%), 

cherry (6%), oak (4%), maple (1%), hazel (1%), blackthorn (0.5%) and buckthorn (0.5%). 

Preservation of the charcoal ranged from poor to adequate. Most of the charcoal derived from 

domestic fuel debris, along with some limited evidence of structural burning, as well as fuel 

waste from the cremation burials. The tree species are all native and would have grown in the 

surrounding landscape. 

8 POTENTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

8.1 The following section provides a review of the significance of the results of the trial trench 

evaluation in Area C in relation to the objectives laid out in the WSI (AOC 2024) which were 

informed by the East of England Regional Research Framework (2021), and by appropriate 

Historic England guidance (Historic England 2023, 2024): 

Objective Potential Contribution 

To ground truth the results of the 

geophysical survey. 

To investigate the areas of 

archaeological activity indicated by 

the geophysical survey within Sites 

A, B, C and D. 

To investigate the areas with no 

recorded archaeological anomalies 

within Sites A, B, C and D in order to 

test whether there is a greater level 

of archaeology than indicated in the 

geophysical survey? 

  

The evaluation in Area C has successfully 

contributed to this objective in that is has tested the 

geophysical survey results which had a high success 

rate with many anomalies representing real 

archaeology. 

Areas seemingly devoid of archaeology as 

suggested by the geophysics, did identify some 

archaeological features, however these tended to be 

isolated and low in significance. 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 124      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

Objective Potential Contribution 

To determine the character and 

composition of any structural 

remains. 

To determine the date, function and 

nature of any cut features. 

To identify any in-situ internal or 

external surfaces present.  

To retrieve datable material when 

available.  

Are any in situ remains of roads or 

tracks present? 

Are any alluvial or colluvial deposits 

present?  

Are any palaeosols, old land 

surfaces or palaeochannels 

present? 

 

The evaluation successfully investigated, 

characterised and dated archaeological features 

identified across Area C. 

Of the 179 trenches excavated, 61 yielded 

archaeological remains in the Scheduled Monument 

Area and in C04-C04.  The archaeological features 

found during the trenching were representative of 

Romano British occupation and farming activity, 

which corresponds with what was expected from the 

geophysical survey undertaken prior to the 

evaluation. Additionally, there was some evidence of 

medieval and post-medieval activity across Area C, 

generally agricultural. 

No in-situ internal or external surfaces were 

recorded, however a brick and stone wall was 

recorded in Trench 798 of post-medieval date.  

No in-situ remains of roads or tracks were recorded 

Isolated colluvial deposits were present in four 

trenches within the eastern area of C02 and likely 

represented the filling of a hollow in the landscape 

over time. 

No palaeosols, old land surfaces or palaeochannels 

were recorded in Area C. 

 

Is there any variation of date or 

function of the remains across the 

site. Are any activity zones present?  

 

The archaeology recorded across Area C represents 

Romano British occupation and farming activity, with 

some evidence of medieval and post-medieval 

agricultural activity. 

A comparison of results between all areas of 

evaluation at East Park (Area A to D) will contribute 

to this aim and identify variations in date and function 

of activity across the landscape. 

To determine how the results of the 

evaluation can contribute to the East 

of England Regional Research 

Framework (2021). In particular to 

topics related to Roman Towns, 

Infrastructure and Finds Studies.  

The results of the evaluation across East Park (Area 

A to D) will contribute to the East of England Regional 

Research Framework as they will shed light on 

activity across a landscape bordering Bedfordshire 

and Cambridgeshire. 

The results of Area C specifically can contribute to 

research topics related to Roman Towns and find 
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Objective Potential Contribution 

 studies, particularly the results from Phase 0 

trenches within the now Scheduled Monument. 

Table 1: Contribution to Objectives 

9 DISCUSSION 

9.1 The evaluation at Area C comprised the excavation of trenches across the Scheduled 

Monument area and Sub-Areas C01 to C04. Of the 179 trenches excavated, 61 yielded 

archaeological evidence while 118 remined negative. Modern truncations in the form of field 

drains and plough scars were indicative of agricultural practices occurring in the area, however 

generally, preservation of archaeological features was moderate, with the depth the 

archaeological features were recorded at being fairly consistent, with on average 0.15m of 

subsoil and 0.25m of topsoil overlying the activity. 

9.2 The natural geology was recorded at heights between 23.76m and 41.46m aOD across the 

whole of Area C, with the lowest ground being recorded in the Scheduled Monument area and 

in C04. The highest ground was recorded in the southwest corner of C04. It was evident that  

the Roman settlement was established in the lower ground flanked on its northern boundary by 

the River Kym, and the more peripheral rural activity occupied the ground that gently rose 

towards the north across C04, C03, C02 and C01 and the steeply rising land in the south-

westernmost portion of C04 which was located immediately to the south of the prehistoric two 

bowl barrows 900 m and 1 km east of Old Manor Farm Scheduled Monument (English Heritage 

Listing Number 1020486).  

9.3 Within the Scheduled Monument area, four trenches were excavated which targeted different 

geophysical anomalies. The archaeological remains were dated to the Roman period, however 

function of the majority of the features recorded in the trenches were unknown due to the 

confines of the trenches. The artefact assemblage does support the interpretation of a Roman 

Town in the scheduled area with recorded activity consistent with systematic clearing and 

dumping of material into potentially scoured ditches from a densely populated, likely urban, 

environment. 

9.4 The trenches within C01 displayed a cluster of archaeological features which matched the linear 

anomalies recorded by the geophysical survey in seven trenches (Trenches 689, 690, 694 and 

696-699), although nine trenches that were not targeting geophysical anomalies contained 

archaeological features (Trenches 682, 683, 693, 695, 702, 757, 760, 761 & 687). The majority 

of the features in this area were exemplified ditches dating to the Roman period, with four pits 

also dating to this period. A large portion of the ditches correlated with the linear geophysical 

anomalies which represent a series of field systems and sub-square enclosure. Ditch [68918] 

was part of one of the square-like enclosures. A single pit [68208] contained pottery dating to 

the 9th century. Medieval activity in C01 is represented by six ditches, five gullies and two pits. 

A series of former field boundaries correlating with a 19th century OS map were excavated in 

slots [668211], [69310], [69407] and [68910]. Post-medieval pottery was found in [69310] and 

Roman pottery was found in [68910] suggesting the residuality of Roman pottery or the re-use 

as a Roman ditch throughout the centuries. Additionally, over 16 slots through furrows were 

excavated in this area. A small number of ditches and pits produced no dating evidence.  
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9.5 In C02 only Trench 705 targeted an amorphous geophysical anomaly, however eight trenches 

of 28 contained archaeological features (Trenches 704, 705, 707, 711, 714, 716, 717 & 720). 

Four ditches and two pits dated to the Roman period were recorded in this area. One post-

medieval ditch with a V-shaped base contained post-medieval brick and three fragments of 

ceramic water pipe. Other features in C02 comprised nine undated ditches. 

9.6 C03 comprised eight trenches targeting no geophysical anomalies, located immediately to the 

southwest of the Scheduled Monument. Two of these eight trenches recorded archaeological 

features comprising one ditch, four post holes and two pits, however none contained dating 

evidence.  

9.7 The largest number of trenches targeted C04, which is located immediately to the south of the 

Roman Town Scheduled Monument. Of the 112 trenches, 31 contained archaeological features 

(Trenches 730, 731, 736, 747, 754, 776, 779, 792, 794, 797, 798, 801, 802, 803, 804, 806, 808, 

810, 814, 819, 821, 822, 823, 830-832, 839, 840, 842, 843 & 847). While the most notable 

archaeological remains uncovered in C04 were Roman cremation burials [80306] and [80315], 

most archaeological features were represented by ditches and pits, with some post holes and 

gullies. One wall foundation overlain by a stone surface was also recorded during the 

archaeological investigations. Eleven of the trenches contained features dating to the Roman 

Period (Trenches 736, 797, 798, 803, 808, 821, 822, 823, 830, 831 & 832). No datable material 

was uncovered from the majority of the remaining features in C04, although their proximity to 

the Roman settlement and to trenches with Roman archaeology suggest a Roman date, 

although a later date cannot be entirely ruled out.  

9.8 A cluster of Roman archaeological activity was noted in the central portion of Sub-Area C04 

(Trenches 822, 823, 830-832), exemplified by a series of pits, gullies and ditches which 

correlated with geophysical anomalies, likely representing linear and curvilinear field systems 

and enclosures.   

9.9 Within the burials recorded in Trench 803, the osteological assessment identified two 

individuals, likely adults, one (80316) within a cremation pit [80315] and the other (80307) within 

a ditch terminus [80306]. The potential presence of a box burial is significant ([80315]), as only 

78 examples are extant in data gathered by the Rural Roman Settlement Project (Martyn et al 

2018). During the Roman period, cemeteries were often located in the periphery of settlements, 

particularly in the case of larger towns or cities which tended to have more formalized spaces 

for the disposal of the dead. It is very probable, given the proximity to the Roman Town, that 

more graves will be located in the area around Trench 803.  

9.10 The pottery assemblage recovered from Area C suggests that the earliest Roman occupation 

occurred around the 1st century AD to the south of the Scheduled Monument, and that there 

was an overlapping occupation in the urban setting to the north with continuity into the later 

Roman period.  

9.11 The ceramic assemblage dating to the Roman period across Area C outside of the Roman 

Town, presents a relatively sparse distribution of sherds. The pattern of consumption is 

consistent with low status rural domestic occupation, and the casual disposal of waste rather 

than primary rubbish/dump deposits. The material is limited to the early Roman period, likely to 

the post-Conquest mid to late 1st century AD. Within the Scheduled Monument area, there were 

significant concentrations of Roman pottery spanning the mid-1st century AD to the mid/late 4th 

century AD; there was however a focus of deposition in the mid-2nd to early 3rd centuries AD. 
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This assemblage is consistent with systematic clearing and dumping of material. Having said 

that, of the assemblage retrieved suggest relatively modest economic means, reflected through 

limited quantities of samian ware, fine ware, mortaria and amphora. This could be due to the 

limited evaluation in the area, however.  

9.12 The pattern of consumption in C01 to C04, as well as the sparse scattering of moderately to 

highly fragmented sherds in ditches is comparable to the patterns in the earliest phases of 

Roman settlement (Phase 5A) at Little Paxton c.4km to the east, and Haddon, also of 

Flavian/Trajanic date, where transitional grog- and -shell-tempered vessels are supplemented 

by South Gaulish samian ware and Verulamium white ware (Evans 2011, 217).  At Little Paxton 

and Haddon occupation and consumption continues and develops into the middle and late 

Roman period, where it begins to resemble that recovered from the Scheduled Monument, with 

the prevalence of sandy grey ware, shell-tempered wares and other local coarse wares, such 

as the products of Godmanchester and the Lower Nene Valley, supplemented by limited samian 

ware from central Gaul, and with fine wares dominated by those from the Lower Nene Valley 

9.13 Whilst there was no evidence retrieved from the evaluation to suggest activity pre-dating the 

Roman period, activity dating to beyond the Roman period was represented across Area C. 

The earliest evidence was a single pit [68208] which contained pottery dating to the 9th century. 

Medieval activity was represented across the site in the form of ditches, gullies and pits most 

likely representing agricultural activity and organisation of livestock (eg. animal enclosures), 

however evidence is sparse within the confined of trenches.  

9.14 A wall foundation [79806] consisting of red brick dating from the post-medieval to the modern 

period was recoded almost immediately to the south of the Roman settlement. This wall 

foundation was overlain by a carved-stone surface and it was suggested that these stones were 

bought from the nearby Roman settlement. This activity along with the series of former field 

boundaries correlating with boundaries mapped on 19th century OS mapping shows the 

continued use of the site into the post-medieval period and beyond.  

9.15 Overall, a clear correlation was evident between the features uncovered during the evaluation 

and the geophysical survey across Area C. Particularly, within the Roman Town, but also in 

C01, C02 and C04. Whilst the areas presumed blank by the geophysical survey generally 

matched the findings within the evaluations, there was a moderate number of archaeological 

features present in trenches not targeting geophysical anomalies across all sub-areas, 

especially C02 and the eastern portion of C04. 

10 CONCLUSIONS 

10.1 The archaeological remains found during the trial trenching evaluation in Area C shows 

evidence of activity in all of the areas evaluated (Scheduled Monument, Area C01 – C04). The 

majority of features date to the Roman period, with a localised number of features relating to 

the medieval and post-medieval agricultural practices. The trial trenching did not uncover 

remains pre-dating the Roman period. 

10.2 The archaeological evaluation has revealed Romano British activity that is representative of a 

developing landscape from the post-Conquest to the 4th century AD. The scattered rural activity 

recorded across C01 to C04 in the form of enclosure ditches, boundaries and pits, was the 

earliest activity, dating from the early 1st to mid-2nd AD. In contrast, the activity recorded within 
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the Scheduled Monument area was representative of a more densely populated urban 

environment developing and expanding from the mid-1st century to the 4th century AD.  

10.3 The presence of two cremations on the eastern edge of C04, on the southwestern periphery of 

the Roman town was unsurprising. During the Roman period, cemeteries were often located in 

the periphery of settlements, particularly in the case of larger towns or cities which tended to 

have more formalized spaces for the disposal of the dead. It is very probable, given the proximity 

to the town, that more graves are located in the area around Trench 803. 

10.4 Later activity on the site spans from the 9th century onwards with concentrations of activity 

typical of medieval rural activity, in the form of enclosures, likely relating to animal management 

and agricultural boundaries. Some of these may have continued in use into the post-medieval 

period. The pottery assemblage dating to the medieval period is typical of the area with an 

absence of fine wares typical of rural settings and a relatively limited status or a restricted 

economy.  

10.5 A number of ditches recorded across the site are representative of field boundaries depicted on 

19th century Ordnance Survey Maps which have since gone out of use but represent the 

continued agricultural use of the land to the modern period.  

10.6 Overall, the findings provide valuable insights into land use over time, with Roman activity both 

rural and urban, and medieval to post medieval agricultural activity spread throughout the site. 

The comparison of Area C results with results from Area A, B and D at East Park will provide a 

valuable insight into the development of the landscape overtime within the two regions of 

Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire. 

11 PUBLICATION AND ARCHIVE DESPOSITION 

11.1 Copies of the evaluation report will be issued to the Lead Planning Archaeologist at the LPA for 

comments and approval prior to the production of the final report.  

11.2 After a period of time, a copy of the evaluation report will be issued to the local studies library, 

on the understanding that it will become a public document. A digital copy of the report will also 

be submitted to the Historic Environment Record and the Archaeology Data Service (ADS). A 

summary of the findings will be submitted to the ADS (Appendix C – OASIS Form). 

11.3 Following consideration of the evaluation results by Lead Planning Archaeologist at the LPA, 

further publication of the results may be required. In addition, if further stages of archaeological 

fieldwork are required, publication may be deferred until such time as the project works are 

substantially complete. The format of any publication shall be commensurate with the 

importance of the results and be agreed in advance with Lead Planning Archaeologist at the 

LPA. 

11.4 The site archive will comprise all artefacts, environmental samples, written, drawn, and 

photographic records. It is to be consolidated after completion of the whole project, with records 

and finds collated and ordered as a permanent record. Archaeological finds rarely have any 

monetary value, but they are an important course of information for future research, included in 

museum exhibits and teaching collections. The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 

2020) and the Society of Museum Archaeologists (SMA 1993) recommend that finds are 

publicly accessible and that landowners donate archaeological finds to a local museum. 
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11.5 On completion of the project AOC will discuss arrangements with the developer/landowner for 

the archive to be deposited with the relevant project archive repository for the project archive. 

Following completion of the full extent of the fieldwork, the site archive will be prepared in the 

format agreed with the recipient museum, and according to their guidelines. 

11.6 Landowner consent will be required to allow transfer of the finds to the museum. This will require 

the completion of a Deed of Transfer form accompanied by a Legal Title Consent Request Letter 

from the Landowner. A complete finds inventory can be provided to the Landowner on request. 

11.7 The site archive will be deposited on the completion of the project. It will then become publicly 

accessible. 

11.8 Quantifications of the finds are contained within the respective specialist reports (Appendix B). 

Each specialist has made recommendations on the need for further work relating to the finds 

and/or recommendations for discard of material. Following acceptance of the report these 

recommendations will be carried out with advice and approval from the Lead Planning 

Archaeologist at the LPA. 
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14  APPENDICES  

Appendix A: Context Inventory 

 

Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

1 1001   

Mid brownish grey silty 

clay with stone inclusions 

throughout 

0.3 50 1.8 

1 101   TOPSOIL 
0.2 - 

0.3 
50 1.8 

1 102 104 

Secondary fill within pit 

[104]. A backfilled deposit, 

possibly a household 

burning event.  

0.09 0.72 0.54 

1 103 104 

Primary fill within pit [104]. 

A backfilled deposit, 

possibly a household 

burning event. 

0.13 0.72 0.54 

1 104 104 

Cut of a refuse or fire pit, 

evidenced by burnt clay 

around the features edge.  

0.19 0.72 0.54 

1 105 106 

Fill of pit [106]. A 

backfilled deposit, 

possibly a household 

burning event.  

0.12 0.65 0.55 

1 106 106 Cut of a refuse or fire pit.  0.12 0.65 0.55 

1 107 119, 120 

An upper deposit, 

recorded lumping over the 

top of foundation cuts 

[119] and [120]. Possibly 

Roman in date.  

0.17 0.65 1.4 

1 108 119 

Fill of a foundation cut 

[119], and partially 

overlaid by deposit (107).  

0.23   0.5 

1 109 120 

An upper fill within a 

probable foundation cut 

[120], and partially 

overlaid by deposit (107).  

0.18   0.5 

1 110   

The remnants of a 

possible prehistoric 

subsoil, or disturbance.  

0.08 > 3.6 1.05 

1 111 122 Upper fill of Roman ditch.  0.28   1.9 

1 112 113 Fill of ditch [113], likely 

deposited through natural 
0.21 > 3.4 0.82 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

silting.  

1 113 113 

Ditch cut, possibly 

functioned as a drainage 

or boundary feature and 

runs parallel with another 

ditch [115].  

0.21 > 3.5 0.82 

1 114   

Natural lenses of sand 

and gravels beneath 

subsoil (110).  

0.4 50 > 1 

1 115 115 

A north-south orientated 

ditch of possible Roman 

date. Function not 

determined.  

0.32   1.9 

1 116 117 A fill of ditch [117].  > 0.4 > 1 0.6 

1 117 117 

A north-south orientated 

ditch. Function not 

determined.  

> 0.4 > 1 0.6 

1 118   
A gravel surface next to 

ditch [115] and cut [120].  
> 0.10 > 1 > 1 

1 119 119 

A NW-SE orientated ditch, 

filled by (108) and overlaid 

by deposit (107). A 

possible Roman 

foundation cut.  

0.36   0.55 

1 120 120 

A NE-SW possible Roman 

ditch feature, or 

foundation cut, potentially 

related to foundation cut 

[119].  

0.35   0.62 

1 121 120 
A lower fill of possible 

ditch/ foundation cut [120].  
0.1   0.12 

1 122 115 

A lower fill of ditch [115]. A 

naturally occurring 

deposit.  

0.12 > 1 1.1 

1 123   

Added by JC - there is no 

information about this 

layer on the trench record, 

but it is included in the 

Phase 0 interim report 

0.05 - 

0.08 
    

2 201   TOPSOIL 
0.2 - 

0.3 
50 1.8 

2 202 203 A probable natural deposit 

within a tree throw/bowl 
0.14 1.7 3.6 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

[203].  

2 203 203 
A probable tree 

throw/bowl, filled by (202).   
0.14 1.7 3.6 

2 204 205 Fill of land drain [205].  > 0.2 > 4 0.15 

2 205 205 Land drain, filled by (204).  > 0.2 > 4 0.15 

2 206 207 
A single fill within posthole 

[207].  
0.11 0.11 0.11 

2 207 207 

Cut of a posthole, possibly 

Roman in date, and filled 

by (206). Located c. 1 to 

the west of a ditch feature 

[209].  

0.11 0.11 0.11 

2 208 209 Fill of a land drain [209].  > 0.20 > 4 0.15 

2 209 209 Land drain, filled by (208).  > 0.20 > 4 0.15 

2 210 216 
Fill of ditch [216], sealed 

by topsoil layer.  
0.2 > 1 3.5 

2 211 216 

Fill of ditch [216], partially 

sealed by upper fill (210), 

and seals lower deposit 

(213).  

0.3 > 1 3.5 

2 212 216 Fill of ditch [216].  0.03 > 1 0.4 

2 213 216 
Fill of ditch [216]. Sealed 

by deposit (211).  
0.15 > 1 0.7 

2 214 216 
Fill of ditch [216]. Sealed 

by deposit (213).  
0.3 > 1 0.6 

2 215 216 
Fill of ditch [216]. Sealed 

by deposit (214).  
0.05 > 1 0.15 

2 216 216 

Ditch cut, filled by 

deposits (210-215). 

Probably Roman in date, 

function not determined.  

0.68 > 1 3.6 

2 217 218 

This context is referred to 

as natural geology in the 

Phase 0 interim report 

> 0.5 > 1.70 > 1 

2 218   

Small are of subsoil 

observed at eastern 

extent of trench, cut by 

ditch [216], and potentially 

by a pit feature.  

0.2 > 3 > 1.8 

2 219 220 Fill of a pit feature [220] 

derived through 
0.27 0.67 0.45 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

backfilling, and potentially 

representing refuse 

material.  

2 220 220 
Cut of a probable refuse 

pit. Filed by (219).  
0.27 0.67 0.45 

2 221   

At the northwest end of 

the trench, this spread of 

medium to large rounded 

pebbles were set in 

yellowish brown silty clay 

and acted as a bed for a 

more finely sorted layer of 

gravel (221) which is likely 

to represent a Roman 

period road or yard 

surface. This was left 

unexcavated. Cutting 

(221), was an irregular 

shallow tree pit, [203].  

0.14 3.6 3 

2 222   

This patch of material was 

recorded towards SE 

extent of trench and likely 

represents another 

occupation layer, either 

road or yard area. May 

also have been disturbed 

by later ploughing activity.  

N/A 4.5 3.6 

3 301   TOPSOIL 0.35 50 1.8 

3 302 303 Single fill of ditch [303].  0.16 > 3.6 0.7 

3 303 303 

A shallow ditch feature 

filled by (302). Was 

recorded cutting deposit 

(306/309), and recorded 

on the same orientation as 

ditch [315].  

0.16 > 3.6 0.7 

3 304 305 

Fill of pit [305]. Had strong 

evidence for burning 

activity, with a large patch 

of burnt clay located 

towards south of feature. 

May represent a pit or 

oven feature.  

0.11   0.6 

3 305 305 

Pit [305] was circular in 

plan and was filled by a 

single fill of dark yellow 

brown silty clay (304) with 

grog inclusions and a 

0.11   0.6 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

concentration of worked 

clay in the south of the pit, 

indicating preparation for 

an industrial activity. 

3 306   

A large deposit  (306/309) 

was recorded  

spreading for 8.60 along 

the trench and was 

interpreted as an 

occupation horizon in 

which a pit [305] and ditch 

[303] were cut. 

0.1 8.6 3.9 

3 307 305 Same as (304).  0.11   0.6 

3 308 308 Same as [305].  0.11   0.6 

3 309   same as (306) 0.1 3.6 1.6 

3 310 311 Fill of ditch [311].  > 0.20 0.86 1.56 

3 311 311 
Ditch cut, same as [321], 

and filled by (310).  
> 0.20 0.86 1.56 

3 312 313 

Fill of a large posthole 

[313]. Truncates ditch 

[321].  

0.34 0.4 0.4 

3 313 313 

Large posthole filled by 

(312). No evidence of 

other postholes within 

trench.  

0.34 0.4 0.4 

3 314 315 

Fill of a robber trench 

[315]. Large stones 

recorded in this fill are 

likely the remains of a 

previous wall. Possibly 

Roman in date.  

0.29 > 1.1 1.1 

3 315 315 

A possible robber cut for a 

Roman wall, filled by 

(314). The cut was 

disturbed by several 

animal burrows along its 

length.  

0.29 > 1.1 1.1 

3 316 317 

Fill of pit [317]. Contained 

Roman finds, however, 

these may be residual in 

nature.  

0.22 0.9 0.41 

3 317 317 
A narrow pit feature filled 

by (316). Function 

unclear, although may 

0.22 0.9 0.41 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

date to the Roman period.  

3 318 321 

An upper ditch fill, within 

cut [321]. A naturally 

occurring deposit.  

0.41 > 3.6 1.57 

3 319 321 

Secondary deposit within 

ditch [321]. Notably 

artefact free.  

0.16 > 1 1.25 

3 320 321 
A primary fill within ditch 

[321].  
0.56 > 1 1.05 

3 321 321 

A large ditch feature of 

unknown function. Same 

as ditch cut [311], and 

truncated by posthole 

[313].  

0.77 > 3.6 1.57 

3 322   
A possible occupational 

horizon.  
0.12 > 7 > 3.6 

3 323   

A layer  observed in an 

excavated sondage to test 

the natural geology which 

appears to have no 

anthropogenic material. 

0.39 > 1.20 > 1 

3 324   

A layer  observed in an 

excavated sondage to test 

the natural geology which 

appears to have no 

anthropogenic material. 

0.08 0.5 0.4 

3 325   

A layer  observed in an 

excavated sondage to test 

the natural geology which 

appears to have no 

anthropogenic material. 

> 0.2 > 1.2 > 1 

3 326 327 Fill of ditch [327].  0.26 > 3.6 0.84 

3 327 327 

This ditch was filled by 

(326), and was recut by a 

larger, deeper ditch 

[321/311] which contained 

three fills.  

0.26 > 3.6 0.84 

3 328 329 Fill of ditch [329].  0.75     

3 329 329 

Ditch feature, filled by 

(328). Cut by [321] at NE 

extent.  

0.75     

3 330   
Yellow brown silty clay 

natural geology - JC 

added this as the interim 

N/A 50 1.8 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

report mentions Natural 

Geology but refers to it as 

317 which is a Pit 

4 401   TOPSOIL 0.4 50 1.8 

4 402   NATURAL N/A 
WHOLE 

TRENCH 
> 3.6 

4 403 404 
Vine row, filled by (403). 

Same as [406].  
0.26 0.46   

4 404 404 
Vine row, filled by (403). 

Same as [406].  
0.26 0.46   

4 405 406 Same as (403). 0.22 0.45   

4 406 406 Same as [404].  0.22 0.45   

4 407 407 Same as [409] and [421].  0.16 0.37   

4 408 409 
A stoney fill within ditch 

[409]. Same as (420).  
0.22 0.45   

4 409 409 

A ditch feature of 

unknown function, same 

as [421].  

0.22 0.45   

4 410 409 
Fill of a ditch, same as 

(421 and 408).  
0.26 0.37   

4 411 412 Fill of linear [412].  0.11 1 0.7 

4 412 412 

Ditch cut filled by (411). 

Potentially prehistoric in 

date.  

0.11 1 0.7 

4 413 414 Fill of ditch [414].  0.09 0.95   

4 414 414 

Ditch cut filled by (413), 

possibly Roman in date.  

Truncated by  ditch 

[409/407/421]. 

0.09 0.95   

4 415 416 

A silting deposit within re-

cut [416], possibly Roman 

in date. Same as (423).  

0.52 > 2 1.33 

4 416 416 A re-cut,  0.52 > 2 1.33 

4 417 419 
A lower fill within 

boundary ditch [419].  
0.59 > 2 1.3 

4 418 419 

A slumping material within 

boundary ditch [419]. 

Truncated by later ditch 

feature [416].  

0.34 > 2 2.3 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

4 419 419 Large boundary ditch filled  0.95 > 2 2.3 

4 420 421 Single fill of ditch [421].  0.2 > 2 1.06 

4 421 421 Shallow ditch feature cut  0.2 > 2 1.06 

4 422   

A unexcavated habitation 

layer that obscured ditch 

features [414] and 

[404/406}. Potentially 

Roman in date.   

N/A > 11.70 > 2 

4 423 424 Fill of ditch [424].  0.46   0.6 

4 424 424 

A ditch feature filled by 

(423), was recorded 

truncating possible ditch 

[426].  

0.46   0.6 

4 425 426 
Fill of linear [426], cut by 

ditch [424].  
0.3 > 2.10 0.6 

4 426 426 

A possible ditch feature 

filled by (425), and cut by 

[424]. Possibly Roman in 

date, unknown function.  

0.3 > 2.10 0.6 

4 427 428 
Single fill of posthole 

[428].  
0.04 0.2 0.16 

4 428 428 
A small posthole, filled by 

(427).  
0.04 0.2 0.16 

4 429 430 
Single fill of posthole 

[430].  
0.05 0.23 0.23 

4 430 430 
Cut of a posthole, filled by 

(429).  
0.05 0.23 0.23 

681 68101   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

681 68102   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

682 68201   TOPSOIL 0.3 50 1.8 

682 68202   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

682 68203   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

682 68204 68204 Cut of ditch 0.06 > 2 1.07 

682 68205 68204 Fill of ditch 0.1 > 2 1.07 

682 68206 68206 Possible terminus of ditch. 0.41 > 1.6 0.68 

682 68207 68206 
Fill of possible terminus of 

a ditch. 
0.41 > 1.6 0.68 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

682 68208 68208 Oval shaped pit. 0.29 1 > 0.4 

682 68209 68208 Secondary fill of ovular pit. 0.21 1 > 0.4 

682 68210 68208 Primary fill of ovular pit. 0.08 1 > 0.4 

682 68211 68211 

Cut of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68211] 

  > 1.8 > 2.8 

682 68212 68211 

Fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68211] 

  > 1.8 > 1.4 

682 68213 68211 

Secondary fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68211] 

  > 1.8 1.2 

682 68214 68214 

Recut [68214] of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68211] 

  > 1.8 1.7 

682 68215 68214 

Fill of recut [68214] of 

post-medieval/modern 

ditch [68211] 

  > 1.8 1.7 

683 68301   TOPSOIL 0.35 50 1.8 

683 68302   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

683 68303   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

683 68304 68304 Cut of posthole 0.1 0.25 0.2 

683 68305 68305 Cut of posthole 0.14 0.22 0.2 

683 68306 68304 Fill of posthole 0.1 0.25 0.2 

683 68307 68305 Fill of posthole 0.14 0.22 0.2 

683 68308 68308 Cut of potential posthole 0.08 0.28 0.17 

683 68309 68308 Fill of potential posthole. 0.08 0.28 0.17 

684 68401   TOPSOIL 0.27 50 1.8 

684 68402   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

684 68403   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

685 68501   TOPSOIL 0.35 50 1.8 

685 68502   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

685 68503   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

686 68601   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

686 68602   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

686 68603   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

687 68701   TOPSOIL 0.35 50 1.8 

687 68702   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

687 68703   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

687 68704 68704 

Possible Roman linear 

due to presence of thin 

pottery. 

0.2 > 1.8 0.86 

687 68705 68704 

Possible Roman ditch 

based on relatively thin 

pottery  

that was recovered from 

the deposit. 

0.2 > 1.8 0.86 

687 68706 68706 Cut of sub oval pit 0.12 0.9 0.8 

687 68707 68706 Fill of pit possibly roman 0.12 0.9 0.8 

688 68801   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

688 68802   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

688 68803   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

689 68901   TOPSOIL 0.27 50 1.8 

689 68902   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

689 68903   NATURAL 0.15 50 1.8 

689 68904 68904 Cut of small pit 0.1 1.1 0.79 

689 68905 68904 Fill of small pit 0.1 1.1 0.79 

689 68906 68906 Cut of ditch. 0.16 > 3.2 0.41 

689 68907 68906 Fill of ditch 0.16 > 3.2 0.41 

689 68908 68908 Cut of small pit 0.28 0.94 0.63 

689 68909 68908 Fill of small pit 0.28 0.94 0.63 

689 68910 68910 Cut of ditch [68910] 0.37 > 2.2 > 1.8 

689 68911 68910 Primary fill of ditch [68910] 0.11 > 0.8 2.2 

689 68912 68910 
Secondary fill of ditch 

[68910] 
0.13 > 0.8 1.34 

689 68913 68910 Tertiary fill of ditch [68910] 0.22 1.8 1.47 

689 68914 68914 Cut of pit [68914] 0.13 1.2 0.83 

689 68915 68915 

Cut of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68915] 

> 0.22 > 1.8 > 0.22 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

689 68916 68915 

Fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68915] 

0.22 > 1.8 > 0.56 

689 68917 68914 Fill of pit [68914] 0.13 1.2 0.83 

689 68918 68918 Cut of N-S running ditch. 0.28 1.8 1.55 

689 68919 68918 
Secondary fill of ditch 

[68918] running N-S. 
0.2 > 1.8 1.4 

689 68920 68920 Cut of shallow gully 0.08 3.3 0.52 

689 68921 68920 Fill of linear [68920]. 0.08 > 2.02 0.52 

689 68922 68918 

Primary fill of ditch 

[68918], suspected natural 

redeposited. 

0.11 > 1.8 1.55 

689 68923 68923 

Recut [68923] of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68915] 

  > 1.8 > 1.8 

689 68924 68923 

Fill of recut [68923] of 

post-medieval/modern 

ditch [68915] 

  > 1.8 > 1.8 

689 68925 68915 

Secondary fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[68915] 

  > 1.8 > 1.8 

690 69001   TOPSOIL N/A 50 1.8 

690 69002   SUBSOIL N/A 50 1.8 

690 69003   NATURAL N/A 50 1.8 

690 69004   Spread over natural. 0.04 4.1 > 1.4 

690 69005 69005 Cut of short, shallow gully. 0.13 3.3 0.52 

690 69006 69005 Fill of gully [69005] 0.13 3.3 0.52 

690 69007 69007 Cut of burnt pit [69007] 0.3 0.9 0.85 

690 69008 69007 
Secondary fill of burnt pit 

[69007] 
0.13 0.53 0.5 

690 69009 69007 
Tertiary fill of burnt pit 

[69007] 
0.18 0.59 0.5 

690 69010 69007 
Primary fill of burnt pit 

[69007] 
0.15 0.8 0.77 

690 69011 69011 VOID VOID VOID VOID 

690 69012 69011 VOID VOID VOID VOID 

690 69013 69013 DITCH 0.28 > 1.8 2.24 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

690 69014 69013 DITCH 0.28 > 1.8 2.2 

690 69015 69015 DITCH 0.25 > 1.8 1.48 

690 69016 69015 DITCH 0.25 > 1.8 1.48 

690 69017   SPREAD 0.16 > 1.8 1.58 

690 69018   
Occupational spread 

deposit  
0.06 2 1.7 

691 69101   TOPSOIL 0.24 50 1.8 

691 69102   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

692 69201   TOPSOIL 0.38 50 1.8 

692 69202   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

693 69301   TOPSOIL 0.3 50 1.8 

693 69302   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

693 69303   NATURAL 10 50 1.8 

693 69304 69304 GULLY 0.23 1.5 0.58 

693 69305 69304 GULLY 0.23 1.5 0.58 

693 69306 69306 PIT 0.12 0.95 > 0.43 

693 69307 69306 PIT 0.12 0.95 > 0.43 

693 69308 69308 GULLY 0.1 > 1.80 1 

693 69309 69308 GULLY 0.1 > 1.80 1 

693 69310 69310 

Cut of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[69310] 

0.49 > 1.8 2.17 

693 69311 69310 DITCH 0.27 > 1.8 > 2.17 

693 69312 69310 DITCH 0.21 > 1.80 1.31 

693 69313 69313 

Recut [69313] of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[69310] 

0.34 > 1.80 1.21 

693 69314 69313 

Fill of recut [69313] of 

post-medieval/modern 

ditch [69310] 

0.34 > 1.8 1.21 

694 69401   TOPSOIL 0.4 50 1.8 

694 69402   NATURAL 0.26 50 1.8 

694 69403 69404 DITCH 0.35 > 1.8 1.3 

694 69404 69404 DITCH 0.35 > 1.8 1.3 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

694 69405 69405 

Cut of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[69405] 

  > 1.8 3.2 

694 69406 69405 

Fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[69405] 

  > 1.8 3.2 

694 69407 69407 

Recut [69407] of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[69405] 

  > 1.8 2 

694 69408 69407 

Fill of recut [69407] of 

post-medieval/modern 

ditch [69405] 

  > 1.8 2 

695 69501   

Cut of possible furrow- 

appear to be similar 

features at NW end of 

trench 

0.35 50 1.8 

695 69502   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

695 69503   NATURAL 10 50 1.8 

695 69504 69504 FURROW? 0.05 > 2.8 0.41 

695 69505 69504 Fill of 69504 0.05 > 2.8 0.41 

696 69601   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

696 69602   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

696 69603   NATURAL 0.13 50 1.8 

696 69604 69604 
Cut of small sub circular 

pit 
0.1 0.52 0.4 

696 69605 69604 Fill of small sub circular pit 0.1 0.52 0.4 

696 69606 69606 
Cut of shallow gully 

[69606] 
0.08 1.65 0.7 

696 69607 69609 Fill of ditch 0.1 > 1.88 1 

696 69609 69609 Cut of ditch 0.1 > 1.88 1 

696 69610 69610 

Cut of ditch. The ditch 

runs north to south 

through the centre of 

trench 696.  

0.16 > 0.9 0.49 

696 69611 69610 Fill of ditch  0.16 > 0.9 0.49 

696 69612 69606 
Fill of shallow gully 

[69606] 
0.08 > 1.65 0.7 

696 69613 69613 Cut of gully which has 

been cut into an 
0.13 > 3.4 0.4 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

amorphous spread 

(69615).  

Excavation was extended 

beyond the gully in order 

to see this in section 

696 69614 69613 

Fill of gully which 

becomes slightly diffuse 

with the deposit below that 

it truncates, 

 an amorphous spread 

(69615) 

0.13 > 3.4 0.4 

696 69615   

Amorphous spread which 

has been cut by a gully 

[69613].  

The spread has been 

partially dug beneath the 

gully where bone and 

pottery have been 

collected 

> 0.2 > 1 > 0.5 

697 69701   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

697 69702   SUBSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

697 69703   NATURAL 0.17 50 1.8 

697 69704 69704 Cut of pit 0.19 > 0.88 0.8 

697 69705 69704 Primary fill of pit 0.06 0.34   

697 69706 69704 Secondary fill of pit 0.19 > 0.88 0.8 

697 69707   Possible pebbled surface  N/A 3.35 1.55 

697 69708 69708     > 2.2 1.7 

697 69709 69708 
Fill of Ditch [68708], 

recorded in plan. 
  > 2.2 1.7 

697 69710   Spread, recorded in plan.   50 1.8 

698 69801   TOPSOIL 0.28 50 1.8 

698 69802   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

698 69803   NATURAL 0.2 50 1.8 

698 69804 69804 

Cut of ditch which 

contains a primary fill and 

secondary silting fill 

0.28 > 1.8 2.84 

698 69805 69804 Primary fill of ditch 0.16 > 1.8 1.66 

698 69806 69804 
Second fill of ditch, in plan 

it appears to have silted 

over the ditch but it is 

0.13 > 1.8 2.84 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

difficult to see in section 

699 69901   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

699 69902   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

699 69903   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

699 69904 69904 Cut of ditch 0.29 > 1.85 1.99 

699 69905 69904 Fill of ditch 0.29 > 1.85 1.99 

699 69906 69906 Cut of ditch 0.14 > 1.75 0.91 

699 69907 69906 Fill of ditch 0.14 > 1.75 0.91 

699 69908 69908 Cut of ditch 0.24 > 1.8 1.08 

699 69909 69908 Secondary Fill of ditch 0.15 > 1.8 1 

699 69910 69908 Primary fill of ditch 0.1 > 1.8 0.94 

699 69911 69914 Fill of ditch 69914 0.1 > 1.85 0.69 

699 69912 69912 Cut of pit 0.1 0.46 > 0.16 

699 69913 69912 Fill of pit 69912 0.1 0.46 > 0.16 

699 69914 69914 Cut of ditch 0.1 > 1.85 0.69 

699 69915 69915 
Cut of gully running 

roughly N-S. 
0.06 3.3 0.35 

699 69916 69915 Fill of gully [69915]. 0.06 3.3 0.35 

699 69917 69917 
Cut of curvilinear gully 

[69917] 
0.08 1.95 0.5 

699 69918 69917 
Fill of curvilinear gully 

[69917] 
0.08 1.95 0.5 

699 69919 69919 PIT 0.08 1 0.6 

699 69920 69919 PIT 0.08 1 0.6 

700 70001   TOPSOIL 0.3 50 1.8 

700 70002   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

700 70003   NATURAL 0.15 50 1.8 

701 70101   TOPSOIL 0.24 50 1.8 

701 70102   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

701 70103   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

702 70201   TOPSOIL 0.42 50 1.8 

702 70202   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

702 70203 70204 PIT 0.13 > 0.66 > 0.66 

702 70204 70204 PIT 0.13 > 0.66 > 0.66 

702 70205 70205 DITCH 0.32 > 1.8 0.85 

702 70206 70205 DITCH 0.32 > 1.8 0.85 

703 70301   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

703 70302   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 

703 70303   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

704 70401   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

704 70402   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

704 70403   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

704 70405 70405 PIT 0.22 0.57 0.42 

704 70406 70405 PIT 0.22 0.57 0.42 

704 70407 70407 DITCH 0.3 1.42 1.57 

704 70408 70407 DITCH 0.3 1.42 1.57 

704 70409 70409 DITCH 0.34 1.8 1.1 

704 70410 70409 DITCH 0.23 1.8   

704 70411 70409 DITCH 0.34 1.8 1.1 

705 70501   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

705 70502   SUBSOIL 0.26 50 1.8 

705 70503   NATURAL > 0.11 50 1.8 

705 70504 70504 Pit- small, shallow 0.06 0.38 0.4 

705 70505 70504 PIT 0.06 0.38 0.4 

705 70506 70506 Curvilinear ditch 0.42 2.23 1.6 

705 70507 70506 DITCH 0.28 > 2.23 1.6 

705 70508 70506 DITCH 0.14 > 2.23 1.6 

706 70601   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

706 70602   SUBSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

706 70603   colluvium 0.26 50 1.8 

706 70604   substrate > 0.1 50 1.8 

707 70701   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

707 70702   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

707 70703   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

707 70704 70704 PIT 0.23 1.3 0.85 

707 70705 70704 PIT 0.23 1.3 0.85 

708 70801   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

708 70802   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

708 70803   NATURAL > 0.16 50 1.8 

709 70901   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

709 70902   SUBSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

709 70903   NATURAL > 0.07 50 1.8 

710 71000   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

710 71001   SUBSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

710 71002   NATURAL 0.05 50 1.8 

711 71101   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

711 71102   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

711 71103   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

711 71104 71104 DITCH 0.47 > 1.8 0.81 

711 71105 71104 DITCH 0.47 > 1.8 0.81 

712 71201   TOPSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

712 71202   SUBSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

712 71203   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

713 71301   TOPSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

713 71302   SUBSOIL 0.07 50 1.8 

713 71303   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

714 71401   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

714 71402   SUBSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

714 71403   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

714 71404 71404 PIT 0.6 > 1.25 0.6 

714 71405 71404 Basal fill of pit 0.4 > 1.25 0.6 

714 71406 71404 Upper fill of pit 0.3 > 1.25 0.6 

714 71407           

714 71408 71408 DITCH 0.1 0.19 0.47 
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Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

714 71409 71408 DITCH 0.1 0.19 0.47 

714 71410 71410 VOID VOID VOID VOID 

714 71411 71410 VOID VOID VOID VOID 

714 71412 71412 V-shaped ditch 0.62 0.2 0.12 

714 71413 71412 Fill of ditch [71412] 0.62 0.2 0.12 

714 71414 71414 DITCH 0.17 9.14 1.17 

714 71415 71414 DITCH 0.17 9.14 1.17 

714 71416 71416 DITCH 0.41 > 1.5 0.67 

714 71417 71416 DITCH 0.41 > 1.5 0.67 

714 71418 71418 DITCH 0.57 > 1.5 > 0.55 

714 71419 71418 DITCH 0.57 > 1.5 > 0.55 

714 71420 71420 PIT 0.4 > 0.4 > 0.31 

714 71421 71420 PIT 0.4 > 0.4 > 0.31 

714 71422 71422 PIT 0.14 0.56 0.39 

714 71423 71422 PIT 0.14 0.56 0.39 

714 71424 71424 DITCH 0.19 > 3.5 0.88 

714 71425 71424 DITCH 0.19 > 3.5 0.88 

714 71426 71426 DITCH 0.26 1.23 0.35 

714 71427 71426 DITCH 0.26 1.23 0.35 

715 71501   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

715 71502   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

715 71503   NATURAL 0.13 50 1.8 

716 71601   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

716 71602   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

716 71603   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

716 71604 71604 U-shaped ditch 0.06 0.6 0.43 

716 71605 71604 DITCH 0.06 0.8 0.43 

716 71606 71606 DITCH 0.28 > 1.8 0.8 

716 71607 71606 DITCH 0.28 > 1.8 0.8 

717 71701   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

717 71702   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 
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Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 
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(m) 
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717 71703   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

717 71704   NATURAL 0.2 50 1.8 

717 71705 71705 V-shaped ditch terminus 0.19 0.4 0.2 

717 71706 71705 DITCH 0.19 0.7 0.2 

718 71801   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

718 71802   SUBSOIL 0.05 50 1.8 

718 71803   NATURAL 0.07 50 1.8 

719 71901   TOPSOIL 0.26 50 1.8 

719 71902   SUBSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

719 71903   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

720 72001   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

720 72002   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

720 72003   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

720 72004 72004 

Undated linear - maybe 

enclosure of boundary 

ditch associated with 

agriculture 

0.36 > 1.8 1.09 

720 72005 72004 DITCH 0.36 > 1.8 1.09 

721 72101   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

721 72102   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

721 72103   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

722 72201   TOPSOIL 0.26 50 1.8 

722 72202   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

722 72203   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

723 72301   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

723 72302   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

723 72303   NATURAL 0.17 50 1.8 

724 72401   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

724 72402   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

724 72403   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

725 72501   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

725 72502   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 
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number 
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(m) 
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(m) 
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(m) 

725 72503   NATURAL 0.13 50 1.8 

726 72601   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

726 72602   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

726 72603   NATURAL 0.14 50 1.8 

727 72701   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

727 72702   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

727 72703   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

728 72801   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

728 72802   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

728 72803   NATURAL 0.18 50 1.8 

729 72901   TOPSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

729 72902   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

729 72903   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

730 73001   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

730 73002   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

730 73003   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

730 73004 73004 DITCH 0.13 > 0.85 0.4 

730 73005 73005 DITCH 0.23 0.65 0.38 

730 73006 73004 GULLY 0.13 > 0.85 0.4 

730 73007 73005 GULLY 0.23 > 0.65 0.38 

731 73101   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

731 73102   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

731 73103   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

731 73104 73104 DITCH 0.39 > 1.8 0.7 

731 73105 73104 DITCH 0.39 > 1.8 0.7 

732 73201   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

732 73202   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

732 73203   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

733 73301   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

733 73302   SUBSOIL 0.07 50 1.8 

733 73303   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 
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number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 
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734 73401   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

734 73402   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 

734 73403   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

735 73501   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

735 73502   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

735 73503   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

736 73601   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

736 73602   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

736 73603   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

736 73604 73604 DITCH 0.15 > 1.47 1.2 

736 73605 73604 DITCH 0.15 > 1.47 1.2 

736 73606 73606 DITCH 0.32 > 2.65 0.75 

736 73607 73606 DITCH 0.32 > 2.66 0.75 

737 73701   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

737 73702   SUBSOIL 0.06 50 1.8 

737 73703   NATURAL 0.13 50 1.8 

738 73801   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

738 73802   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

738 73803   NATURAL 0.16 50 1.8 

739 73901   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

739 73902   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

739 73903   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

740 74001   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

740 74002   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

740 74003   NATURAL 0.18 50 1.8 

741 74101   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

741 74102   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

741 74103   NATURAL 0.13 50 1.8 

742 74201   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

742 74202   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

742 74203   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 
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number 
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(m) 
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(m) 
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743 74301   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

743 74302   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

743 74303   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

744 74401   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

744 74402   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

744 74403   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

745 74501   TOPSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

745 74502   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 

745 74503   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

746 74601   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

746 74602   SUBSOIL 0.07 50 1.8 

746 74603   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

747 74701   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

747 74702   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

747 74703   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

747 74704 74704 DITCH 0.44 1.8 0.94 

747 74705 74704 DITCH 0.44 1.8 0.94 

748 74801   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

748 74802   SUBSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

748 74803   NATURAL 0.19 50 1.8 

749 74901   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

749 74902   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

749 74903   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

750 75001   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

750 75002   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

750 75003   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

751 75101   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

751 75102   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

751 75103   NATURAL 0.14 50 1.8 

752 75201   TOPSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

752 75202   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 
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number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 
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752 75203   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

753 75301   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

753 75302   SUBSOIL 0.06 50 1.8 

753 75303   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

754 75401   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

754 75402   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

754 75403   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

754 75404 75404 DITCH 0.18 > 1.3 0.37 

754 75405 75404 DITCH 0.18 > 1.3 0.37 

755 75501   TOPSOIL   50 1.8 

755 75502   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

755 75503   NATURAL 0.07 50 1.8 

756 75601   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

756 75602   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

756 75603   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

757 75701   TOPSOIL 0.31 50 1.8 

757 75702   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

757 75703   NATURAL 0.15 50 1.8 

757 75704 75704 DITCH 0.1 > 1.85 0.46 

757 75705 75704 DITCH 0.1 > 1.85 0.46 

757 75706 75706 

Cut of irregular feature, 

seems to be a 

curvilinear/horseshoe 

shape. Very shallow with 

concave/flat base 

0.1 > 1 0.45 

757 75707 75706 
Fill of irregular 

feature/curvilinear  
0.1 > 1 0.45 

758 75801   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

758 75802   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

758 75803   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

759 75901   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

759 75902   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

759 75903   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 
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number 
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(m) 
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(m) 
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760 76001   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

760 76002   SUBSOIL 0.06 50 1.8 

760 76003   NATURAL 0.07 50 1.8 

760 76004 76004 POSTHOLE 0.08 0.2 0.16 

760 76005 76004 POSTHOLE 0.08 0.2 0.16 

761 76101   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

761 76102   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

761 76103   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

761 76104 76104 FURROW 0.08 > 1.9 0.54 

761 76105 76104 FURROW 0.08 > 1.9 0.54 

762 76201   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

762 76202   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

762 76203   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

763 76301   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

763 76302   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

763 76303   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

764 76401   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

764 76402   SUBSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 

764 76403   NATURAL > 0.06 50 1.8 

765 76501   TOPSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

765 76502   SUBSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

765 76503   NATURAL > 0.25 50 1.8 

766 76601   TOPSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

766 76602   SUBSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

766 76603   NATURAL > 0.05 50 1.8 

767 76701   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

767 76702   SUBSOIL 0.18 50 1.8 

767 76703   NATURAL > 0.05 50 1.8 

767 76704 76704 POSTHOLE 0.07 0.3 0.25 

767 76705 76704 POSTHOLE 0.07 0.3 0.25 

767 76706 76706 POSTHOLE 0.04 0.24 0.22 
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number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 
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767 76707 76706 POSTHOLE 0.04 0.24 0.22 

767 76708 76708 POSTHOLE 0.08 0.36 0.34 

767 76709 76708 POSTHOLE 0.08 0.36 0.34 

767 76710 76710 PIT 0.15 0.56 0.35 

767 76711 76710 PIT 0.15 0.56 0.35 

768 76801   TOPSOIL 0.23 50 1.8 

768 76802   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

768 76803   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

769 76901   TOPSOIL 0.28 50 1.8 

769 76902   SUBSOIL 0.26 50 1.8 

769 76903   NATURAL > 0.08 50 1.8 

769 76904 76904 PIT 0.16 0.42 0.3 

769 76905 76904 PIT 0.16 0.42 0.3 

769 76906 76906 POSTHOLE 0.05 0.32 0.26 

769 76907 76906 POSTHOLE 0.05 0.32 0.26 

769 76908 76908 DITCH 0.52 > 2.1 2 

769 76909 76908 DITCH 0.52 > 2.1 2 

769 76910 76910 DITCH 0.2 > 2 > 0.7 

769 76911 76910 DITCH 0.2 > 2 > 0.7 

769 76912 76912 DITCH 0.17 > 1.9 > 0.44 

769 76913 76912 DITCH 0.17 > 1.9 > 0.44 

770 77001   TOPSOIL 0.28 50 1.8 

770 77002   SUBSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

770 77003   NATURAL > 0.1 50 1.8 

771 77101   TOPSOIL 0.27 50 1.8 

771 77102   SUBSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

771 77103   NATURAL 0.19 50 1.8 

772 77201   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

772 77202   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

772 77203   NATURAL 0.14 50 1.8 

773 77301   TOPSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 



EAST PARK ENERGY, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL REPORT  

 

 
 

© AOC Archaeology 2025    |     PAGE 160      |     www.aocarchaeology.com 

 
 

Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

773 77302   SUBSOIL 0.09 50 1.8 

773 77303   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

774 77401   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

774 77402   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

774 77403   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

775 77501   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

775 77502   SUBSOIL 0.06 50 1.8 

775 77503   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

776 77601   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

776 77602   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

776 77603   NATURAL 0.15 50 1.8 

776 77604 77604 DITCH 0.45 > 1.8 1.05 

776 77605 77604 DITCH 0.44 > 1.8 1.05 

777 77701   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

777 77702   SUBSOIL 0.15 50 1.8 

777 77703   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

778 77801   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

778 77802   SUBSOIL 0.13 50 1.8 

778 77803   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

779 77901   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

779 77902   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

779 77903   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

779 77904 77904 DITCH 0.16 1.9 0.79 

779 77905 77904 DITCH 0.16 1.9 0.79 

780 78001   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

780 78002   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

780 78003   NATURAL 0.07 50 1.8 

781 78101   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

781 78102   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

781 78103   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

782 78201   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 
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Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

782 78202   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

783 78301   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

783 78302   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

784 78401   TOPSOIL 0.22 50 1.8 

784 78402   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

785 78501   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

785 78502   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

786 78601   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

786 78602   SUBSOIL 0.06 50 1.8 

786 78603   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

787 78701   TOPSOIL 0.24 50 1.8 

787 78702   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

787 78703   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

788 78801   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

788 78802   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

788 78803   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

789 78901   TOPSOIL 0.19 50 1.8 

789 78902   SUBSOIL 0.07 50 1.8 

789 78903   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

790 79001   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

790 79002   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

790 79003   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

791 79101   TOPSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

791 79102   SUBSOIL 0.05 50 1.8 

791 79103   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

792 79201   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

792 79202   SUBSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

792 79203   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

792 79204 79204 DITCH 0.28 > 2.2 2.29 

792 79205 79204 DITCH 0.28 > 2.2 2.29 

793 79301   TOPSOIL 0.14 50 1.8 
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Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 
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(m) 

793 79302   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

793 79303   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

794 79401   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

794 79402   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

794 79403   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

794 79404 79404 

Cut of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[79404] 

0.57 > 2.00 1.6 

794 79405 79404 

Fill of post-

medieval/modern ditch 

[79404] 

0.57 > 2.00 1.6 

795 79501   TOPSOIL 0.12 50 1.8 

795 79502   SUBSOIL 0.05 50 1.8 

795 79503   NATURAL 0.1 50 1.8 

796 79601   PEAT 0.15 50 1.8 

796 79602   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

796 79603   NATURAL 0.11 50 1.8 

797 79701   TOPSOIL 0.2 50 1.8 

797 79702   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

797 79703   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

797 79704 79704 Cut of ditch [79704] 0.17 > 1.85 > 2 

797 79705 79704 Fill of ditch 79704 0.17 > 1.85 > 2 

797 79706 79706 Cut of pit [79706] 0.15 1.06 1.06 

797 79707 79706 Fill of pit [79706] 0.15 1.06 1.06 

798 79801   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

798 79802   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

798 79803   NATURAL 0.09 50 1.8 

798 79804 79808 PIT 0.33 > 1 > 1 

798 79805 79803 
Backfill of construction cut 

[79803] 
0.46 > 2 > 1.09 

798 79806 79803 WALL 0.14 > 0.97 0.2 

798 79807 79803 STONE LAYER 0.51 0.28 7 

798 79808 79808 PIT 0.35 > 1 > 1 
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Trench Context 
Cut 

number 
Context Description 

Depth 

(m) 

Length 

(m) 

Width 

(m) 

798 79809   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

799 79901   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

799 79902   SUBSOIL 0.1 50 1.8 

799 79903   NATURAL 0.06 50 1.8 

800 80001   TOPSOIL 0.16 50 1.8 

800 80002   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

800 80003   NATURAL 0.14 50 1.8 

801 80101   TOPSOIL 0.17 50 1.8 

801 80102   SUBSOIL 0.08 50 1.8 

801 80103   NATURAL 0.08 50 1.8 

801 80104 80104 Cut of gully 0.13 > 1.85 0.42 

801 80105 80104 Fill of gully 80104 0.13 > 1.85 0.42 

802 80201   TOPSOIL 0.21 50 1.8 

802 80202   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

802 80203 80203 DITCH 0.14 > 1.8 2.36 

802 80203   NATURAL 0.19 50 1.8 

802 80204 80203 DITCH 0.14 > 1.8 2.36 

802 80205 80205 PIT 0.04 1.35 0.8 

802 80206 80205 PIT 0.04 0.86 1.35 

803 80301   TOPSOIL 0.25 50 1.8 

803 80302   SUBSOIL 0.11 50 1.8 

803 80303   NATURAL 0.12 50 1.8 

803 80304 80304 DITCH 0.27 > 1.5 1.2 

803 80305 80304 DITCH 0.27 > 1.5 1.2 

803 80306 80306 DITCH 0.24 > 1.8 1.05 

803 80306 80306 
Cut of cremation pit 

[80306] 
      

803 80307 80306 DITCH 0.24 > 0.7 1.05 

803 80307 80306 
Fill of cremation pit 

[80306] 
      

803 80308 80308 PIT 0.1 0.7 0.53 

803 80309 80308 PIT 0.1 0.7 > 0.55 
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Appendix D: Figures 
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Figure 3.5: Trenches 682-684, 693, 695 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.6: Trenches 685, 686, 687 & 762 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.7: Trenches 688, 696-701 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.8: Trenches 699, 700, 701 & 702 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.9: Trenches 756-761 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.10: Trenches 703-704 & 714 : Archaeological Results

EAST PARK, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL

@A3

GB Background: Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2025
Contains data from OS Zoomstack
World Imagery: Maxar, Microsoft

0 20 m
1:500

Legend
Site Boundary
Trenching Areas
Archaeology Areas
Excavated Trench - Positive
Excavated Trench - Negative
Excavated
Feature
Field Drain

Geophysics
Geophysics Anomaly
Geophysics Anomaly

Drawn/checked:
DWG no:

RSR
01/80210/REP/3.10/01

0 3,000m



C02

TR 705

TR 712

TR 710

TR 706

26
37

80
26

37
60

26
37

40
26

37
20

26
37

00
26

36
80

512360512340512320512300512280512260512240512220

© AOC Archaeology 2025      |    www.aocarchaeology.com

Coordinate System: British National Grid
Projection: Transverse Mercator
Datum: OSGB 1936

Figure 3.11: Trenches 705-706 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.12: Trenches 706-708, 710 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.13: Trenches 709-711 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.14: Trenches 710-712 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.15: Trenches 713-717 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.16: Trenches 719-721 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.17: Trenches 718, 722-725 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.18: Trenches 724-727 : Archaeological Results

EAST PARK, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL

@A3

GB Background: Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2025
Contains data from OS Zoomstack
World Imagery: Maxar, Microsoft

0 20 m
1:500

Legend
Site Boundary
Trenching Areas
Excavated Trench - Positive
Excavated Trench - Negative
Field Drain

Contraints & Services
Public Right of Way
PRoW, 25m Buffer

Drawn/checked:
DWG no:

RSR
01/80210/REP/3.18/01

0 3,000m



C03

TR 767

TR 769

TR 764

TR 763

TR 765

TR 766

TR 768

26
40

00
26

39
80

26
39

60
26

39
40

26
39

20
26

39
00

512660512640512620512600512580512560512540512520

© AOC Archaeology 2025      |    www.aocarchaeology.com

Coordinate System: British National Grid
Projection: Transverse Mercator
Datum: OSGB 1936

Figure 3.19: Trenches 763-768 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.20: Trenches 769-770 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.21: Trenches 771-3, 776-778 & 780 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.22: Trenches 774-776 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.23: Trenches 728, 729, 780 & 781 : Archaeological Results
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Figure 3.24: Trenches 781-784 : Archaeological Results

EAST PARK, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL

@A3

GB Background: Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2025
Contains data from OS Zoomstack
World Imagery: Maxar, Microsoft

0 20 m
1:500

Legend
Site Boundary
Trenching Areas
Excavated Trench - Negative
Field Drain
Development Areas

Geophysics
Geophysics Anomaly

Drawn/checked:
DWG no:

RSR
01/80210/REP/3.24/01

0 3,000m



C04 TR 794

TR 792

TR 790

TR 786

TR 788

TR 825

TR 791

TR 787

TR 789

TR 793

26
36

40
26

36
20

26
36

00
26

35
80

26
35

60
26

35
40

512960512940512920512900512880512860512840512820

© AOC Archaeology 2025      |    www.aocarchaeology.com

Coordinate System: British National Grid
Projection: Transverse Mercator
Datum: OSGB 1936

Figure 3.25: Trenches 784, 786-793 : Archaeological Results

EAST PARK, AREA C, CAMBRIDGESHIRE: ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRENCH EVALUATION FINAL
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