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Photo 11: A view from Great Staughton Road, looking east towards the south-west facing main facade of R22

Photo 12: A view from Great Staughton Road, looking west towards the south-west facing main facade of R22 

Photo 13: A view from Little Staughton Road, looking south-east towards roadside hedgerow which screen ground floor views from R22 in southerly and south-westerly directions
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Table 4.6 – Initial Assessment

Residential property Approximate distance and 
direction to the proposed 
Panel Area/s

Brief Description of the Residential Property and Existing Views Visual Change due to the Scheme Requires 
Further Detailed 
Assessment?

R31 – Pastures Farm, off the B645 The Panel Area in Site D is The Panel Area in Site D is 
circa. 300m to the North, and circa. 300m to the North, and 
c. 110m to the West of this c. 110m to the West of this 
receptor at it’s closest point. receptor at it’s closest point. 

Refer to Figure 2-6 for an aerial plan of this receptor. 
This receptor was surveyed from the bridleway that runs through and beyond Pastures 
Farm.
Pastures Farm includes two detached residential properties within its north-eastern extent, 
Pastures Farmhouse and The Annex. Both these properties are privately rented and are 
accessed from the south via the same private track.
There is a garden adjoining the north-western elevation of Pastures Farmhouse, which is 
within 100 m of the fence line of the proposed Panel Area in Site D. Pastures Farmhouse 
adjoins this 100 m boundary whilst The Annex is further to the southeast and faces south 
away from Site D.
Views towards the proposed Panel Area in Site D from Pastures Farmhouse, including its 
garden, are considered as part of this RVAA. However, screening by adjacent shelterbelts 
of trees and agricultural buildings restrict views out to the west. Photos 14 and 15 illustrate 
this. There would be limited views of the Site from the residential buildings.

The residential properties do not have direct views towards Site D. Pastures Farm is located at 
the eastern extent of the farm, which farm buildings screening views west, and The Cottage is 
well surrounded by evergreen tree cover.
The worst-case assessment is that the Scheme would result in a Medium-High magnitude of 
effect during construction due to the high level of nearby activity of construction.
During Year 0 of operation, there may be views from the upper storey rear of the residential 
property, looking west. However, views would be largely screened by adjacent farm buildings. 
There would be a worst-case Low-Medium magnitude of effect at Year 0.
Once mitigation planting on the eastern boundary of Site D has established, the array would 
likely be further screened from view, however the magnitude of effect would remain as 
Low-Medium.
Part of the proposed Panel Area in Site D would be perceptible in limited glimpsed views 
northwest from Pastures Farmhouse. However, given the level of filtering and screening by 
existing vegetation and the proposed separation of the Scheme (construction, operation and 
decommissioning) from Pastures Farmhouse, residential visual amenity at Pastures Farm does 
not require further detailed assessment in this RVAA.

No
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Photo 14: A view of the eastern facade of R31 and adjacent buildings and trees within the property grounds

Photo 15: A glimpsed view of the western facade of R31, amongst adjacent farm buildings and trees
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4.2.	 Summary

4.2.1.	 The initial assessment identified six residential properties within 100 m of the proposed Panel Area 
fencelines (Tables 4.1 to 4.6).

4.2.2.	 For all six properties, predicted views of construction activity, the operational Scheme (Year 0), and 
the maturing Scheme (Year 10) would be limited by a combination of separation distances, existing 
hedgerows and trees, intervening landform and buildings, and proposed mitigation planting.

4.2.3.	 Ground-floor views would generally be screened by garden and roadside vegetation. Where visibility 
may occur, it would largely be from upper-storey windows and would be oblique and/or filtered. At Year 
10, the magnitude of visual change would reduce further as mitigation planting establishes.

4.2.4.	 Construction and decommissioning effects would be short-term and reversible and are not anticipated 
to give rise to overbearing change in residential views.

4.2.5.	 On this basis, no residential properties warrant further detailed assessment to reach a Residential 
Visual Amenity (RVA) Threshold judgement.
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5.	 DETAILED ASSESSMENT

5.1.	 Detailed Assessment

5.1.1.	 In line with TGN 2/19, Step 4 is only required where the largest magnitudes of change indicate a 
realistic potential to approach the RVA Threshold.

5.1.2.	 The initial assessment (Tables 4.1–4.6) concludes that, for all six properties, predicted changes to 
views would not approach the RVA Threshold when judged in the round, considering:

•	 The orientation of principal rooms and the primarily ground-floor screening by boundary vegetation;

•	 The limited proportion of the view that the Scheme would occupy due to the low profile of solar arrays 
and intervening features;

•	 The short-term nature of construction and decommissioning effects; and

•	 The progressive reduction in visibility as proposed planting matures by Year 10.

5.1.3.	 Accordingly, no property-specific detailed assessments are provided as Step 4 concludes that the RVA 
Threshold would not be reached at any residential property within the 100 m study area.

6.	 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

6.1.	 Summary

6.1.1.	 Six residential properties were identified within 100 m of the proposed Panel Areas. For each, visibility 
is limited by existing screening and separation, with any Year 0 operational views reducing as mitigation 
planting establishes by Year 10.

6.1.2.	 None of the properties exhibits circumstances where effects would be so great as to render the dwelling 
an unattractive place in which to live.

6.2.	 Conclusion

6.2.1.	 The Scheme would not result in an overbearing effect on residential visual amenity for any 
assessed property. Effects remain below the RVA Threshold throughout construction, operation, and 
decommissioning.
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