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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 On 30 October 2023, the Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) received an 
application for a Scoping Opinion from RNA Energy Ltd (the Applicant) under 

Regulation 10 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations) for East Park Energy (the 

Proposed Development). The Applicant notified the Secretary of State (SoS) 
under Regulation 8(1)(b) of those regulations that they propose to provide an 
Environmental Statement (ES) in respect of the Proposed Development and by 

virtue of Regulation 6(2)(a), the Proposed Development is ‘EIA development'. 

1.1.2 The Applicant provided the necessary information to inform a request under EIA 

Regulation 10(3) in the form of a Scoping Report, available from: 

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN010141-
000010  

1.1.3 This document is the Scoping Opinion (the Opinion) adopted by the Inspectorate 
on behalf of the SoS. This Opinion is made on the basis of the information 

provided in the Scoping Report, reflecting the Proposed Development as 
currently described by the Applicant. This Opinion should be read in conjunction 
with the Applicant’s Scoping Report. 

1.1.4 The Inspectorate has set out in the following sections of this Opinion where it 
has/ has not agreed to scope out certain aspects/ matters on the basis of the 

information provided as part of the Scoping Report. The Inspectorate is content 
that the receipt of this Scoping Opinion should not prevent the Applicant from 
subsequently agreeing with the relevant consultation bodies to scope such 

aspects/ matters out of the ES, where further evidence has been provided to 
justify this approach. However, in order to demonstrate that the aspects/ 

matters have been appropriately addressed, the ES should explain the reasoning 
for scoping them out and justify the approach taken. 

1.1.5 Before adopting this Opinion, the Inspectorate has consulted the ‘consultation 
bodies’ listed in Appendix 1 in accordance with EIA Regulation 10(6). A list of 
those consultation bodies who replied within the statutory timeframe (along with 

copies of their comments) is provided in Appendix 2. These comments have 
been taken into account in the preparation of this Opinion.  

1.1.6 The Inspectorate has published a series of advice notes on the National 
Infrastructure Planning website, including Advice Note 7: Environmental Impact 
Assessment: Preliminary Environmental Information, Screening and Scoping 

(AN7). AN7 and its annexes provide guidance on EIA processes during the pre-
application stages and advice to support applicants in the preparation of their 

ES.  

1.1.7 Applicants should have particular regard to the standing advice in AN7, alongside 
other advice notes on the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008) process, available from: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-
advice/advice-notes/ 

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN010141-000010
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN010141-000010
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-seven-environmental-impact-assessment-process-preliminary-environmental-information-and-environmental-statements/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-seven-environmental-impact-assessment-process-preliminary-environmental-information-and-environmental-statements/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-seven-environmental-impact-assessment-process-preliminary-environmental-information-and-environmental-statements/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
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1.1.8 This Opinion should not be construed as implying that the Inspectorate agrees 
with the information or comments provided by the Applicant in their request for 

an opinion from the Inspectorate. In particular, comments from the Inspectorate 
in this Opinion are without prejudice to any later decisions taken (eg on formal 

submission of the application) that any development identified by the Applicant 
is necessarily to be treated as part of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project (NSIP) or Associated Development or development that does not require 

development consent. 
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2. OVERARCHING COMMENTS 

2.1 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Scoping Report Sections 3 and 4) 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

2.1.1  
Paragraph 
3.2.1 

Site boundary The Scoping Report states that the site boundary may be likely to 
change as the design of the Proposed Development progresses. The 

ES should describe any alterations to the final boundary for the 
Development Consent Order (DCO), including an explanation of the 
reasons for the changes. The Applicant should ensure that the scope 

of assessments within the ES reflects the maximum extent of the 
Proposed Development. 

2.1.2  
Paragraph 
3.1.16 

Existing utilities infrastructure The Scoping Report identifies a number of existing utilities within the 
site, including high pressure gas mains and overhead electricity lines. 

The assessment in the ES should take into account the location of 
existing infrastructure and identify any interactions between it and 
the Proposed Development. Any significant effects that are likely to 

occur should be assessed. 

2.1.3  
Paragraphs 

3.2.3 to 
3.2.7 

Design flexibility The Inspectorate notes the Applicant’s intention to apply a ‘Rochdale 

Envelope’ approach to maintain flexibility within the design of the 
Proposed Development. Paragraph 3.2.7 states that the flexibility of 

the design will namely relate to the photovoltaic (PV) panel type and 
configuration, the arrangement of the Battery Energy Storage 
Systems (BESS), East Park Substation and supporting infrastructure, 

and the alignment and siting of cabling, including the grid connection.  

The Inspectorate expects that at the point an application is made, the 

description of the Proposed Development will be sufficiently detailed 
to include the design, size, capacity, technology, and locations of the 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

different elements of the Proposed Development or where details are 

not yet known, will set out the assumptions applied to the 
assessment in relation to these aspects. This should include the 

footprint and heights of the structures (relevant to existing ground 
levels), as well as land-use requirements for all elements and phases 

of the development. The description should be supported (as 
necessary) by figures, cross-sections, and drawings which should be 
clearly and appropriately referenced. Where flexibility is sought, the 

ES should clearly set out and justify the maximum design parameters 
that would apply for each option assessed and how these have been 

used to inform an adequate assessment in the ES.  

2.1.4  
Paragraph 

3.3.3 

Construction compounds The Scoping Report states that the Proposed Development would 

require one or more temporary construction compound(s) within the 
site, however, the exact location is yet to be determined. To ensure a 
robust assessment of likely significant effects (LSE), the ES should 

provide details regarding the number, location and dimensions of 
construction compounds. 

2.1.5  
Paragraph 
3.3.23 

Storage building The ES should provide details relating to the storage building 
including location and dimensions of the building and any related 

storage areas. Any potential adverse impacts of the construction, 
operation and decommissioning of the storage building should also be 
assessed in the ES where significant effects are likely to occur. 

2.1.6  
Paragraphs 
3.4.2 and 

3.4.3 

Construction phasing Construction is anticipated to commence in 2026 and last 24 months. 
Paragraph 3.4.3 of the Scoping Report sets out the expected 

construction activities but does not include the anticipated phasing of 
construction works. The ES should include details of how the 

construction would be phased, including the likely commencement 
date. Where uncertainty remains, the assessment should be based on 
a worst-case scenario. 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

2.1.7  
Paragraph 

3.4.3 

Construction activities  An overview of indicative construction activities is provided in 

paragraph 3.4.3 of the Scoping Report. This information should be set 
out in the ES including key construction milestones, the duration and 

location of the required construction activities, associated plant and 
machinery, and the proposed construction hours. 

2.1.8  
Paragraph 
3.4.3 

Watercourse and road crossings Drainage ditches are likely to be crossed during construction of the 
Proposed Development. The ES should identify which watercourses 
and/ or other features, such as roads, will be crossed and at what 

locations, with reference to an accompanying figure(s). The ES should 
describe the types of crossings that are required, their scale and 

dimensions and the nature of any associated construction works. 
Where this has not been determined, the ES should base assessments 

on the worst case scenario and justify why this scenario would lead to 
the greatest environmental impact. 

Sufficient details should be provided to inform a robust assessment of 

LSE on relevant aspects/ matters, including watercourse hydraulics 
and ecological receptors. Efforts should be made to agree the 

approach to watercourse and road crossings with the relevant 
consultation bodies. 

2.1.9  
Section 3.5 Operational and maintenance 

activities 
The ES should describe the potential scope and duration of 
maintenance works that would be required during the operation of 
the Proposed Development, including predicted vehicle movements 

and staffing numbers. The proposals for ongoing management and 
maintenance of the land around and under the solar PV modules 

should be confirmed in the ES, including any vegetation management 
and animal grazing. Any potential adverse impacts of maintenance 
activities should also be assessed in the ES where significant effects 

are likely to occur. Proposals for maintaining vegetation around 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

easements and the Public Rights of Way (PRoW) within the 

application site should also be described. 

2.1.10  
Section 3.6 Decommissioning The Inspectorate notes that decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development is expected to take between 12 and 24 months. The ES 
should provide a description of the activities and works which are 

likely to be required during decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development, including the anticipated duration. Where significant 
effects are likely to occur as a result of decommissioning the 

Proposed Development, these should be described and assessed in 
the ES. Any proposals for restoration of the site to full agricultural use 

should also be described. 

2.1.11  
N/A Decommissioning Environmental 

Management Plan (DEMP) 

The Scoping Report refers to the DEMP, Demolition Environmental 

Management Plan and the Decommissioning Management Plan. The 
ES should ensure the correct names and acronyms are consistently 
used when referring to relevant documents. 

2.1.12  
N/A Lighting The ES should describe the lighting requirements for all elements and 

phases of the Proposed Development. It should be explained what 

measures are proposed to minimise light spill on human and 
ecological receptors. 
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2.2 EIA Methodology and Scope of Assessment 

(Scoping Report Section 6) 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

2.2.1  
Section 3.6 
and 

paragraph 
6.5.3 

Decommissioning assessment Paragraph 3.5.1 of the Scoping Report identifies a 40-year 
operational lifespan for the Proposed Development and paragraph 

3.6.3 states that the effects of decommissioning are often of a 
similar, or lower, magnitude than the construction effects. Paragraph 

3.6.3 further states that it is not proposed to provide a separate 
decommissioning assessment for each aspect chapter unless there 

are specific issues related to decommissioning which could give rise 
to materially greater impacts than construction. The ES should clearly 
set out if and how decommissioning is to be assessed and any 

components which may remain following decommissioning. Paragraph 
3.6.1 states that a DEMP will be agreed with the Local Planning 

Authority. The Inspectorate would expect to see this secured through 
the inclusion of an outline DEMP (oDEMP) or similar with the 
Application. 

2.2.2  
Paragraph 
6.5.9  

Professional judgement The ES should clearly identify where professional judgement has been 
relied upon to determine the level of significance of effects. Any use 

of professional judgement to assess significance should be fully 
justified within the ES. 

2.2.3  
Paragraph 
6.6.3 

Ecological mitigation and 
enhancement  

The Scoping Report explains that an Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA) and a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment will be 

submitted with the DCO application. These documents should clearly 
differentiate between measures proposed to mitigate significant 
effects of the Proposed Development and measures proposed to 

support BNG.  
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

2.2.4  
Section 6.8 Cumulative effects The Zone of Influence (ZOI) used to identify ‘other development’ to 

be included in the assessment of cumulative effects should be 
determined based on the potential for significant effects on receptors 

to occur and may differ across the environmental aspects. The ES 
should provide a clear justification for the extent of each ZOI and how 

it captures the effects from the Proposed Development. It is 
recommended that the cumulative assessment follows the 
methodology set out in the Inspectorate’s Advice Note Seventeen.  

Wherever possible it should be agreed with the relevant statutory 
consultation bodies as part of discussions on the assessment 

methodologies. Evidence of agreement on these points should be 
provided in the ES. 

2.2.5  
N/A Monitoring The ES should identify and describe any proposed monitoring of 

adverse effects and how the results of such monitoring would be 
utilised to inform any necessary remedial actions. 

2.2.6  
N/A Scoping table  The Inspectorate recommends the use of a table in the ES to set out 

key changes in parameters/ options of the Proposed Development 

presented in the Scoping Report to those presented in the ES. It is 
also recommended that a table demonstrating how the matters raised 

in the Scoping Opinion have been addressed in the ES and/ or 
associated documents is provided. 

2.2.7  
Section 1.4 Transboundary The Inspectorate on behalf of the SoS has considered the Proposed 

Development and concludes that the Proposed Development is 
unlikely to have a significant effect either alone or cumulatively on 

the environment in a European Economic Area State. In reaching this 
conclusion the Inspectorate has identified and considered the 

Proposed Development’s likely impacts including consideration of 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-17/#2
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

potential pathways and the extent, magnitude, probability, duration, 

frequency and reversibility of the impacts. 

The Inspectorate considers that the likelihood of transboundary 

effects resulting from the Proposed Development is so low that it does 
not warrant the issue of a detailed transboundary screening. 

However, this position will remain under review and will have regard 
to any new or materially different information coming to light which 
may alter that decision. 

Note: The SoS’ duty under Regulation 32 of the 2017 EIA Regulations 
continues throughout the application process. 

The Inspectorate’s screening of transboundary issues is based on the 
relevant considerations specified in the Annex to its Advice Note 
Twelve, available on our website at 

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-
advice/advice-notes/ 

  

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECT COMMENTS 

3.1 Landscape and Visual 

(Scoping Report Section 7) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.1.1 Paragraphs 

7.5.4 and 
7.5.10 

Regional Character Types   

 

The Applicant proposes to scope out an assessment of effects on the 

Regional Character Types on the basis that an assessment at the 
national, district, and local scales would be undertaken, and the 
regional and district landscape types have similar characteristics. It is 

also noted that the Regional Character Types of the East of England 
would be summarised within the baseline conditions.  

The Inspectorate is content that this matter can be scoped out of 
further assessment based on the above justification.  

3.1.2 Paragraphs 
7.5.5 and 
7.5.11 

Effects on designated landscapes  The Applicant proposes to scope out effects on designated landscapes 
based on the distance between the site and any statutory or non-
statutory designated landscapes. Paragraph 7.4.36 states that the 

closest statutory landscape designation is approximately 30km to the 
south. Paragraph 7.4.37 states that there are no non-statutory 

landscape designations within the study area and that “neither 
Bedford Borough Council nor Huntingdonshire District Council 
maintain a local landscape designation as part of their local 

development plans”.  

Considering the distance of the Proposed Development from any 

statutory and non-statutory designated landscapes, the Inspectorate 
is content that this matter can be scoped out of further assessment.  
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.1.3 Paragraphs 
7.5.13 to 

7.5.16  

Standalone glint and glare 
assessment 

 

It is noted that a standalone glint and glare assessment is proposed 
which would form a technical appendix to the landscape and visual 

chapter, rather than a standalone chapter, with significant effects and 
any mitigation measures proposed reported within the ES. 

The Inspectorate is content with this approach subject to cross-
references being made where appropriate.   

3.1.4 Paragraphs 

7.5.23 and 
7.5.24 and 

Table 7.4 

Residential Visual Amenity 

Assessment (RVAA)  

The Scoping Report notes (at paragraph 7.5.23) that an RVAA is 

proposed to be scoped into the ES at this stage on the basis that the 
layout of the Proposed Development and proposed mitigation is not 

yet fixed, although paragraph 7.5.24 states that an RVAA may be 
subsequently scoped out following consultation with stakeholders, 

and an evidence-based appraisal will be provided to justify this. The 
Inspectorate welcomes this approach but notes inconsistency 
between this approach and Table 7.4. This table states that an RVAA 

is proposed to be scoped out for the construction and 
decommissioning phases.  

It is noted that paragraph 7.5.18 of the Scoping Report refers to the 
Landscape Institute’s Technical Guidance Note TGN 2/19: ‘Residential 
Visual Amenity Assessment’. The Inspectorate understands that in 

this guidance the requirement for an RVAA is generally dependent on 
the outcome of a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA). In 

the absence of an LVIA for the construction and decommissioning 
phases, the Inspectorate does not have sufficient evidence to agree 
to scope this matter out of further assessment. Construction and 

decommissioning effects should therefore be assessed within any 
subsequent RVAA, or justification should be provided why significant 

effects would not occur, supported by evidence of agreement with the 
relevant consultation bodies.  
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.1.5 Paragraphs 
7.5.25 and 

7.5.26 

Night-time effects – operation  The Applicant proposes to scope out an assessment of night-time 
landscape and visual effects during operation on the basis that the 

Proposed Development would only be lit during periods of infrequent 
maintenance outside of daylight hours or in the event of an 

emergency.  

The Inspectorate is content that, on the basis that the Proposed 
Development would not be continually lit during operation, this 

matter can be scoped out of further assessment for the operational 
phase. Nevertheless, the ES should clarify the likely frequency of 

maintenance activities occurring outside of daylight hours and provide 
details of the proposed operational lighting strategy, such as 
measures to prevent impacts from lighting during emergency or 

maintenance events.  

3.1.6 Table 7.4 Night-time effects – construction 

and decommissioning  

Table 7.4 states that night-time effects during the construction and 

decommissioning phases are proposed to be scoped out. It is noted 
that some lighting would be required during construction and 

decommissioning but this would be managed in accordance with best 
practice measures set out within the outline Construction 
Environmental Management Plan (OCEMP).  

No further detail is provided on the proposed lighting strategy during 
construction/ decommissioning. Given that lighting would be required, 

the Inspectorate does not agree that this matter can be scoped out at 
this stage. Accordingly, the ES should provide an assessment of these 
matters, or the information demonstrating agreement with the 

relevant consultation bodies and the absence of LSE. 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.1.7 Paragraphs 

7.2.6 and 
7.2.7  

Study area  The Scoping Report states that a 3km study area has been used for 

the LVIA. Paragraph 7.2.6 states that landscape and visual effects 
beyond this distance are not likely to be significant based on the 

assessor’s professional judgement when considering the 
characteristics of the site and the receiving landscape.  

The Inspectorate is broadly content with the 3km study area 
proposed based on the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) shown on 
Figures 7-5 to 7-7. However, these ZTV are based on the 3m 

maximum height of PV panels. As described within Section 3.3 of the 
Scoping Report, the Proposed Development involves additional 

infrastructure exceeding 3m in height, such as elements of the 
substation up to 12m in height, switchgear up to 8m in height, and 
battery storage facility up to 4.5m in height. Although it is noted that 

fieldwork was undertaken in June 2022 to establish the maximum 
extent of visibility of the site, the detail of this fieldwork is not 

provided, and it is unclear whether this is based on the maximum 
height of components or the 3m high PV panels.  

The ES should clearly justify the study area(s) used and should 

ensure that a worst-case scenario is assessed. Where there are 
elements of the Proposed Development which exceed 3m, the 

Applicant should consider using multiple ZTVs to assess the potential 
visibility for all components of the Proposed Development.  

The Applicant should make effort to agree the study area for LVIA 

with relevant consultees and provide evidence of this within the ES.  

3.1.8 Paragraph 

7.4.52 

Local Landscape Character Areas 

(LLCAs) 

The Scoping Report states that LLCAs will be defined for the site and 

its immediate context but not for the full extent of the LVIA study 
area.  

It is not clear on what basis this has been established. The 
Inspectorate is of the opinion that the study area should reflect the 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

extent of likely significant landscape effects. The study area 

represents the extent to which effects could occur and therefore all 
the LLCAs within the study area should be defined. 

3.1.9 Paragraph 
7.4.64, 

Figure 7-7, 
and Table 
7.3 

Viewpoints There is discrepancy within the Scoping Report about the number of 
viewpoints selected. Paragraph 7.4.64 states that a provisional list of 

79 viewpoints has been selected, however, Table 7.3 and Figure 7-7 
identify 82 viewpoints.  

Although the Inspectorate recognises that these are still subject to 

finalisation in consultation with relevant consultees, the ES should be 
consistent with the number of viewpoints selected. Evidence of the 

consultation with relevant bodies regarding the viewpoints selected 
should be provided within the ES.  

3.1.10 Paragraph 
7.5.27 

Mitigation  The Scoping Report states that changes to the layout of the proposed 
solar panels and ancillary structures would occur in order to mitigate 
landscape and visual effects. It is unclear whether these changes 

would occur prior to the completion of the ES or whether this would 
occur post-consent. Where flexibility is sought, the ES should clearly 

set out the maximum design parameters that have been assessed 
and how these have been used to inform an adequate assessment in 

the ES. 

3.1.11 Paragraphs 

7.6.6, 7.7.1 
and 7.7.2 

Assessment scenarios  The Scoping Report states that landscape and visual effects will be 

assessed during summer of Year 10 of operation. It is unclear how a 
scenario within the summer would represent a worst-case scenario in 
terms of landscape and visual effects given the potential screening 

effect from deciduous vegetation in leaf. It is also stated in paragraph 
7.7.1 that summer and winter photography will be used “as far as 

practicable”. The reasoning behind this statement is unclear 
considering paragraph 7.7.2 states that all photography will be from 
publicly accessible locations.  
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

The Applicant should provide photographs during winter as well as in 

summer to allow an assessment of the maximum visibility scenario 
and illustrate the seasonal differences in screening provided by 

mitigation planting in line with the Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment (The Landscape Institute and Institute of 

Environmental Assessment, 3rd Edition, 2013). 
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3.2 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Scoping Report Section 8) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.2.1  
Paragraph 
8.6.8 

International statutory designated 
sites for nature conservation  

The Applicant proposes to scope out construction, operational and 
decommissioning effects of the Proposed Development on 

international statutory designated sites. The Scoping Report states 
that there are no international statutory designated sites within 10km 

of the DCO boundary and embedded avoidance and mitigation 
measures proposed would not lead to significant effects on the sites 

or associated qualifying features. 

In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating clear 
agreement with relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a 

position to agree to scope this matter from further assessment. The 
ES should provide an assessment of likely significant effects on 

international statutory designated sites, including the potential for the 
Proposed Development site to provide functionally linked land for 
species which are qualifying features of European sites or provide the 

evidence referred to above, demonstrating an absence of LSE.  

3.2.2  
Paragraph 

8.6.8 

National statutory designated sites 

for nature conservation  

The Applicant proposes to scope out construction, operational and 

decommissioning effects of the Proposed Development on national 
statutory designated sites on the basis that embedded avoidance and 

mitigation measures proposed would prevent significant effects on the 
sites or associated qualifying features. 

Figure 8.1 indicates that there are several national designated sites 

within the established 5km ZOI. In the absence of information 
detailing the avoidance and mitigation measures proposed, the 

Inspectorate considers that the ES should provide an assessment of 
the potential effects of the Proposed Development on all national 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

designated sites located within 5km of the DCO boundary or provide a 
justification as to the absence of LSE including evidence of agreement 

with relevant consultation bodies. 

3.2.3  
Paragraph 

8.6.9 

Non-statutory designated sites  The Applicant proposes to scope out construction, operational and 

decommissioning effects of the Proposed Development on non-
statutory designated sites on the basis that embedded avoidance and 
mitigation measures proposed would not lead to significant effects on 

the sites or associated qualifying features. 

In the absence of information detailing the avoidance and mitigation 

measures proposed, the ES should provide an assessment of the 
potential effects of the Proposed Development on all non-statutory 

designated sites located within 2km of the site or provide evidence to 
demonstrate the absence of LSE including agreement with relevant 
consultation bodies. 

3.2.4  
Paragraph 
8.6.10 

Ancient woodland and other 
irreplaceable habitats 

The Scoping Report states that no ancient woodland or other 
irreplaceable habitats are known to be present on the site, as a result 

an assessment of potential effects has been scoped out of further 
assessment. However, the Inspectorate notes that ancient woodland 

and veteran trees are present within the wider 2km study area and 
that further arboricultural surveys may be undertaken to identify 
notable trees that may be impacted in land surrounding the site. 

The ES should provide an assessment of the potential effects of the 
Proposed Development on ancient woodland, veteran trees and other 

irreplaceable habitats located within 2km of the entire site boundary, 
including the PV area and grid connection route, or provide evidence 
to demonstrate the absence of LSE including agreement with relevant 

consultation bodies. 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.2.5  
Paragraphs 
8.6.11 to 

8.6.14 

Priority habitats and other on-site 
habitats - operation and 

decommissioning 

The Applicant considers that operation and decommissioning of the 
Proposed Development is unlikely to lead to significant effects on 

priority and other on-site habitats and proposes to scope this matter 
out of further assessment. The Inspectorate is content to scope this 

matter out as an assessment of construction impacts is proposed and 
will assess the potential long term or permanent effects of habitat 
loss, severance and disturbance of priority and other on-site habitats 

through the operation and decommissioning phases of the Proposed 
Development.  

3.2.6  
Paragraphs 
8.6.18 to 

8.6.19 

Non-breeding birds  The Applicant proposes to scope out effects on non-breeding birds 
during all phases of the Proposed Development on the basis that 

there are only low numbers of non-breeding bird species present on 
the site and that the impacts of operational maintenance would not 
be greater than existing agricultural activities on site.  

Paragraph 8.4.33 states that additional non-breeding bird surveys will 
be undertaken in 2023/ 2024 to update existing survey results and 

collect data at East Park Site D. In the absence of a comprehensive 
set of non-breeding bird survey results covering the entirety of the 
site, the Inspectorate considers that the ES should include an 

assessment of non-breeding birds or provide evidence to demonstrate 
the absence of LSE including agreement with relevant consultation 

bodies. 

3.2.7  
Paragraph 

8.6.20 

Roosting bats The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out of further 

assessment on the basis that trees located within the site that offer 
bat roosting potential will be retained and protected in line with 
embedded avoidance and mitigation measures and no buildings with 

bat roosting potential are anticipated to be affected by the Proposed 
Development.   
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

Provided relevant mitigation measures are secured through the DCO, 
the Inspectorate agrees to scope this matter out of further 

assessment. However, should refinement of the design of the 
Proposed Development during the pre-application stage result in 

potential impacts to trees or buildings which offer bat roosting 
potential, the ES should provide a full assessment of effects on 
roosting bats during all phases of the Proposed Development.  

3.2.8  
Paragraphs 
8.6.23 to 

8.6.25 

Foraging and commuting bats - 
decommissioning 

The Inspectorate considers that decommissioning effects are unlikely 
to give rise to materially greater effects than construction and is 

content to scope this matter out of further assessment. 

3.2.9  
Paragraph 

8.6.26 and 
8.6.27 

Amphibians (including great 

crested newt (GCN)) - operation 
and decommissioning 

The Scoping Report states that an assessment of effects on 

amphibians is scoped out for the operation and decommissioning 
phases on the basis that suitable habitats on the site will be retained 
and protected through embedded avoidance and mitigation measures. 

However, the Inspectorate notes that the presence of GCN has been 
confirmed on the site and further surveys are scheduled for 2024.  

In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating clear 
agreement with relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a 

position to agree to scope these matters from the assessment. 
Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of these matters or 
provide information demonstrating agreement with the relevant 

consultation bodies and the absence of LSE.   

3.2.10  
Paragraph 

8.6.26 to 
8.6.34 and 

Table 8.1 

Impacts to the following ecological 

receptors: 

• reptiles;  

• badgers; 

The Scoping Report states that an assessment of effects on reptiles, 

badgers, water vole, otter and invertebrates is scoped out of further 
assessment on the basis that suitable habitats on the site will be 

retained and protected through embedded avoidance and mitigation 
measures.  
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

• water vole; 

• otter; and 

• invertebrates.   

In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating clear 
agreement with relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a 

position to agree to scope these matters from the assessment. 
Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of these matters or 

provide information demonstrating agreement with the relevant 
consultation bodies and the absence of LSE.  

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.2.11  
Section 8.2 Study area The Scoping Report proposes a 10km and 5km study area for 

international and national designated sites, respectively. The ES 
should ensure the study area for each ecological receptor reflects the 

Proposed Development’s ZOI rather than being based on a fixed 
distance. In relation to internationally designated sites, the ES should 

consider the potential for effects to occur beyond 10km, particularly 
where sites are designated for mobile species such as birds and bats. 
Efforts should be made to agree the study area(s) with relevant 

consultation bodies. 

3.2.12  
Paragraph 

8.4.5 

Further ecological surveys Paragraph 8.4.5 of the Scoping Report states that some ecological 

surveys are ongoing or set to be completed in 2024. The Inspectorate 
considers that the possibility of identifying further receptors remains. 

The ES must report the full survey findings and list all receptors 
identified as potentially present on site and assess significant effects 
where they are likely to occur. 

3.2.13  
Paragraph 
8.4.14 

County Wildlife Sites (CWS) Paragraph 8.4.14 states that at least eight CWS were located within 
the 2km study area, including two directly adjacent to the site 

boundary. The Scoping Report cites two varying sources of data 
regarding the number of CWS within the study area, the Applicant 

should ensure the information used in the ES is accurate and 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

consistent with the number of CWS identified within the proposed 

study area.  

3.2.14  
Paragraph 

8.5.12 

Buffer zones The Inspectorate draws the Applicant’s attention to the consultation 

responses from the Environment Agency and the Forestry 
Commission (see Appendix 2 of this Opinion). 

Appropriate buffer zone distances between elements of the Proposed 
Development and sensitive habitat types, including watercourses, 
hedgerows, ancient woodland and veteran trees, should be defined in 

the ES, with reference to how this is secured through the DCO. The 
Applicant should make effort to agree these details with relevant 

consultation bodies. 

3.2.15  
N/A Fish and aquatic invertebrates Pertenhall Brook flows through site A and the River Kym forms the 

northern boundary of site C, however, no fish or aquatic invertebrate 
surveys have been or are noted as being undertaken. Details of the 
surveys should be provided within the ES, or it should be 

demonstrated why LSE on fish and aquatic invertebrates are not 
expected to arise.  

3.2.16  
N/A Invasive Non-Native Species 

(INNS)  
Impacts from INNS are not identified in the Scoping Report to be 
assessed in the ES. The ES should assess potential impacts from 

INNS where significant effects are likely to occur. Where mitigation 
measures are relied on to avoid significant effects, the ES should 

describe these measures and signpost how they would be secured 
through the DCO. 

3.2.17  
N/A Access and cable routes surveys  The Scoping Report indicates that breeding bird, wintering bird and 

bat activity surveys are not required within the access and cable 
routes. However, in the absence of detailed information regarding 

construction activities and the proposed construction lighting 
strategy, the Inspectorate considers that there is potential for effects 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

on breeding and wintering birds and foraging/ commuting bat species 

within the land required for the access and cable routes during 
construction.  

The ES should ensure that ecological assessments are supported by 
robust baseline data. Detailed breeding bird, wintering bird and bat 

activity surveys should be conducted for the Proposed Development 
site, including the access and cable routes, or the ES should provide 
evidence of agreement from relevant consultation bodies that such 

surveys are not required. 

3.2.18  
N/A Confidential annexes Public bodies have a responsibility to avoid releasing environmental 

information that could bring about harm to sensitive or vulnerable 
ecological features. Specific survey and assessment data relating to 

the presence and locations of species such as badgers, rare birds and 
plants that could be subject to disturbance, damage, persecution, or 
commercial exploitation resulting from publication of the information, 

should be provided in the ES as a confidential annex. All other 
assessment information should be included in an ES chapter, as 

normal, with a placeholder explaining that a confidential annex has 
been submitted to the Inspectorate and may be made available 
subject to request. 
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3.3 Flood Risk, Drainage and Surface Water 

(Scoping Report Section 9) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.3.1 Paragraph 
9.5.5 

Designated sites The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out of further 
assessment on the basis that the Proposed Development is not 

hydrologically linked to any of the designated sites, which are either 
located upstream of the site or within a different, unconnected sub-

catchment. Although a list of the closest designated sites to the site 
boundary is set out in paragraph 9.4.8 of the Scoping Report, limited 

evidence is provided to confirm that they are not hydrologically linked 
to the site and therefore the Inspectorate is not content to scope this 
matter out at this stage.   

The ES should provide an assessment of the potential water effects of 
the Proposed Development on designated sites or provide evidence to 

demonstrate the absence of LSE including agreement with relevant 
consultation bodies. 

3.3.2 Paragraphs 
9.5.19 and 
9.5.26 

Water quality from increased 
siltation and pollution events - 
operation 

The Scoping Report states that during operation of the Proposed 
Development the risks of pollution are expected to be minimal and 
can be managed by the implementation of best practice measures. 

The Inspectorate considers that the presence of chemicals and soil 
disturbance during operation, including maintenance procedures, is 

unlikely to give rise to significant effects. The ES should explain why 
the operation of the Proposed Development would not give rise to 
routine emissions of chemicals (ie that panels are effectively inert) or 

sediment and how emergency releases would be managed within an 
Operation Environment Management Plan and/ or Soil Management 

Plan and Battery Safety Management Plan. The Inspectorate is 
content to scope this matter out of further assessment on this basis. 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.3.3 Paragraph 
9.5.29 

Decommissioning effects  The Scoping Report states that effects from decommissioning on 
water environment receptors, excluding water quality effects from 

increased siltation and pollution events, are assumed to be no worse 
than effects during construction. Provided a DEMP is produced and 

implemented to manage decommissioning activities and relevant 
measures are agreed with the Local Planning Authorities, the 
Inspectorate is content to scope this matter out of further 

assessment.  

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.3.4 Section 9.5 Construction compounds The Applicant should ensure that an assessment of the potential 

impacts from construction compounds on water environment 
receptors is included in the ES. The ES should also explain how the 

location of construction compounds, including the access, has been 
considered to reduce potential effects on the water environment and 
how any mitigation has been secured. 

3.3.5 Paragraph 
9.5.8 

Flood risk The Inspectorate notes the Applicant’s intention to provide a Flood 
Risk Assessment (FRA) as a standalone report within the technical 

appendices of the ES. The ES should assess the potential flood risk to 
and from the Proposed Development and describe suitable mitigation 

measures and flood resilient construction techniques that will allow 
the development to remain operational throughout its 40-year 
lifespan.  

3.3.6 Paragraphs 
9.5.10 and 

9.5.28 

Mitigation measures The Inspectorate notes the proposed use of mitigation measures, 
namely Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The design of such 

mitigation measures should be informed by relevant and up to date 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

climate change allowances for the lifetime of the Proposed 

Development. 

3.3.7 Section 9.6 Assessment methodology The Scoping Report does not provide a detailed description of the 

methodology to be used in the flood risk, drainage and surface water 
assessment. The ES should explain how flood risk, drainage and 

surface water impacts have been identified and the methodology that 
will be used to determine the significance of effects. Any use of 
professional judgement to assess significance should be fully justified 

within the ES. 

3.3.8 Figure 9-1 Figures  The Applicant should ensure that all features on the figures are 

clearly discernible, avoiding the use of coloured boundaries and 
features that are too similar or overlapping to be differentiated. This 

issue is particularly evident when reviewing the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) river waterbodies and relevant local authority 
boundaries on Figure 9-1.  

3.3.9 N/A Water resources In their consultation response (see Appendix 2 of this Opinion), 
Anglian Water note that the Proposed Development is located within 

an area designated as ‘seriously water stressed’ by the Environment 
Agency. The ES should provide details relating to the water supply 

and demand requirements during the construction and operational 
phases of the Proposed Development (including in the context of 

managing BESS fire risk). 

3.3.10 N/A Flood Zone 3  Where relevant, the ES and FRA should differentiate between Flood 
Zones 3a and 3b in order to determine which parts of the site are 

located in areas considered as ‘high probability of flooding’ and 
‘functional floodplain’. The ES should include a figure to illustrate the 

extent of Flood Zones 3a and 3b.  
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3.4 Ground Conditions 

(Scoping Report Section 10) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.4.1 Table 10.1 Human health (exposure to 
contamination, ground gases and 

vapours) – operation and 
decommissioning 

The Inspectorate has considered the characteristics of the Proposed 
Development and is content that the operational phase is unlikely to 

result in significant human health effects from exposure to 
contaminants. As such, an assessment of the operational phase can 

be scoped out of further assessment. However, it is unclear whether 
the potential for exposure during the decommissioning phase remains 

and therefore the Inspectorate is not content to scope this matter out 
at this stage.  

The ES should include an assessment of the likely significant effects 

on human health resulting from exposure to contaminants during 
construction and decommissioning or provide evidence to 

demonstrate the absence of LSE including evidence of agreement 
with relevant consultation bodies.   

3.4.2 Table 10.1 
and 
paragraph 

10.4.17 

Human health (Unexploded 
Ordnance (UXO)) 

The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 
UXO risk to the site is low. Paragraph 10.4.17 of the Scoping Report 
explains that the site is located 1.5km away from Melchborne Woods 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) bulk storage and filling depot which was 
formerly used to store ordnance. Whilst the Inspectorate 

acknowledges that the site is some distance from the Melchborne 
Woods site, it is unclear whether UXO surveys have been undertaken 
to determine the potential for undetected UXO to be present on-site, 

particularly as the proximity to the MOD depot means there is 
potential for a higher UXO risk if the site was a target of ordnance.  

On the basis of the information provided, the Inspectorate does not 
agree to scope this matter out at this stage. The ES should assess the 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

potential for LSE to occur from UXO or demonstrate the absence of 
LSE eg through the provision of surveys or agreement with relevant 

consultation bodies.   

3.4.3 Table 10.1 Controlled waters – operation  

 

The Inspectorate has considered the characteristics of the Proposed 

Development and is content to scope an assessment of this matter 
out for the operational phase on the assumption that the assessment 
of construction effects would inform the design proposal. However, 

paragraph 9.5.19 states that there is a small risk of pollution from 
chemical spills from on-site maintenance or faults in the PV modules. 

As such, the ES should clarify the potential sources of pollution during 
the maintenance phase and outline any measures in place to limit the 

potential for chemical spillage/ leakage, including from BESS, as well 
as the mechanism by which these measures are secured. The 
Applicant’s attention is drawn to ID 3.3.2 above.  

3.4.4 Table 10.1 Controlled waters – 
decommissioning 

The Inspectorate considers that decommissioning phase activities are 
likely to be similar to those of construction, and therefore have 

potential to introduce new pathways for contamination and/ or the 
remobilisation of contaminants. In the absence of information such as 

evidence demonstrating clear agreement with relevant statutory 
bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a position to agree to scope these 
matters from the assessment at this stage. Accordingly, the ES 

should include an assessment of these matters, or the information 
referred to demonstrating agreement with the relevant consultation 

bodies and the absence of LSE. 

3.4.5 Table 10.1 Property (potential for instability/ 

aggressive conditions) – operation 
and decommissioning  

The Inspectorate has considered the characteristics of the Proposed 

Development and is content to scope out an assessment of this 
matter for the operational and decommissioning phases, noting that 
this matter is proposed to be scoped in for the construction phase and 

would inform remedial works and construction design proposals. 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

However, should the assessment of the construction phase effects 
identify any ongoing risk for the operational phase this should be 

assessed within the ES.  

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.4.6 Paragraph 

10.5.10 

Operational effects The Scoping Report states that the Proposed Development is not 

envisaged to impact on ground conditions during operation “providing 
all potential effects are investigated and scoped out at the design 

stage of the development”.  

The term “design stage” is not defined; it is not clear when this would 
occur and whether this refers to detailed design post-consent. In 

addition, based on the information provided in the Scoping Report, it 
is not clear if it would be possible to scope out all potential effects 

during detailed design. The ES should therefore include an 
assessment of operational effects or information demonstrating 
agreement with the relevant consultation bodies and the absence of 

LSE. 

3.4.7 Paragraph 

10.4.10 

Agricultural usage The Scoping Report states that the presence of contaminated soils 

and groundwater on-site is likely to be limited due to the “long-
standing agricultural history of the site”. Paragraph 10.6.1 notes that 

a Preliminary Risk Assessment (PRA) is yet to be conducted to 
determine the risks relating to contamination. As such, these 
assumptions have not been verified and there remains a risk that 

burial pits, fuel/ oil or agrichemical spills or areas of waste burial may 
be present. The ES should be supported by the findings of a PRA and 

where land contamination is identified, the ES should assess 
significant effects where they are likely to occur. 
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3.4.8 N/A Minerals As stated in Cambridgeshire County Council’s consultation response 

(Appendix 2 of this Opinion), the site is located within a Minerals 
Safeguarding Area. This is not referenced within the Scoping Report. 

The ES should assess the LSE of the Proposed Development on the 
sterilisation of important mineral resources. The Applicant should 

seek agreement from the Minerals Planning Authority regarding the 
approach to assessment of this matter.  
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3.5 Cultural Heritage and Archaeology 

(Scoping Report Section 11) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.5.1 Table 11.7 Direct impacts to heritage assets - 
operation and decommissioning  

The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 
direct impacts of the Proposed Development on heritage assets would 

be limited to the construction phase. The Scoping Report states that 
the operational phase would not result in ground disturbance and 

decommissioning would not result in further direct impacts beyond 
those included in the assessment of construction effects. 

The Inspectorate agrees that additional significant effects during 
operation and decommissioning are unlikely to occur and this matter 
can therefore be scoped out of further assessment. Any relevant best 

practice or mitigation measures proposed to protect heritage assets 
during decommissioning should be described in an oDEMP. 

3.5.2 Table 11.7 Setting impacts to designated 
heritage assets - construction 

The Scoping Report states that impacts to the setting of designated 
heritage assets during construction would be temporary in nature and 

limited to localised areas of working. As a result the Applicant 
considers that any temporary effects during construction would not 
exceed the impacts on setting during the operational phase and 

proposes to scope this matter out of further assessment.  

The Inspectorate considers that there is potential for significant 

effects to occur to the setting of designated heritage assets during 
construction of the Proposed Development and does not agree to 
scope this matter out of further assessment. Accordingly, the ES 

should include an assessment of this matter or provide information 
demonstrating agreement with the relevant consultation bodies and 

the absence of LSE.   
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.5.3 Table 11.7 Setting impacts to non-designated 
heritage assets  

The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 
non-designated assets are typically less sensitive to changes in their 

settings and unlikely to be subject to significant setting effects. 
However, the Scoping Report states that the ES will provide an 

assessment of setting impacts on non-designated heritage assets that 
are considered to be of national importance. 

The Inspectorate is content to scope out further assessment of 

setting impacts to non-designated heritage assets provided the ES 
includes an assessment of the setting impacts on nationally important 

non-designated heritage assets during all phases of the Proposed 
Development. The ES should fully justify the choice of heritage assets 
included in the assessment and their locations should be depicted on 

a supporting plan.  

The Applicant should also seek to agree the non-designated assets 

included within the assessment of setting with the relevant 
consultation bodies, including Historic England and Local Planning 
Authorities.  

3.5.4 Table 11.7 Setting impacts to designated 
heritage assets beyond 3km study 

area 

The Scoping Report states that designated assets beyond 3km from 
the DCO boundary are too distant to have their settings significantly 

affected by the Proposed Development. However, no evidence has 
been provided to explain why the use of a 3km study area is 

appropriate.  

In the absence of agreement with relevant consultation bodies, or 
robust justification to support the final study area, the Inspectorate 

considers that there is potential for the Proposed Development to lead 
to significant effects on the setting of designated heritage assets 

beyond 3km and are not in a position to agree to scope this matter 
out. The ES should provide an assessment of the potential setting 
impacts to designated heritage assets located beyond 3km or provide 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

information demonstrating agreement with the relevant consultation 
bodies and the absence of LSE.   

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.5.5 Paragraph 
11.5.7 

Archaeological surveys The Applicant should ensure that the information used to inform the 
assessment is robust and allows for suitable identification of below 

ground assets likely to be impacted by the Proposed Development. 
The Applicant should make effort to agree the need for intrusive 

investigations (paragraph 11.5.7 of the Scoping Report indicates that 
trial trenching/ evaluation and excavation may be carried out) with 
relevant consultation bodies. Intrusive investigations should be 

completed prior to submission of the DCO application and reported in 
the ES, unless otherwise agreed with the relevant consultation 

bodies. 

3.5.6 Table 11.7 Decommissioning effects The Scoping Report states that the setting of designated heritage 

assets may be changed during the decommissioning phase of the 
Proposed Development. However, a description of potential effects 
during decommissioning is not set out in the Scoping Report. The 

Applicant should ensure that the ES provides an explanation of how 
decommissioning would impact the setting of designated heritage 

sites where significant effects are likely to occur. A description of any 
relevant restoration measures should also be provided in the ES.  

3.5.7 N/A Indirect effects The ES should identify and assess any potential indirect effects on the 
historic environment, for example, changes in drainage patterns or 
compression of the ground from infrastructure which could affect 

below ground heritage assets or lead to subsidence of above ground 
buildings and monuments. 
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3.6 Noise and Vibration 

(Scoping Report Section 12) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.6.1 Paragraphs 
12.5.14 and 

12.5.16 

Vibration from construction traffic The Inspectorate notes that vibration from the construction phase is 
scoped into the ES. However, vibration from construction traffic has 

been scoped out. Paragraph 12.5.14 of the Scoping Report states that 
“vibration from HGV movements even when very close to properties 

does not tend to produce any measurable vibration unless the road 
condition is very poor, and the intensity of movement is significant.” 

The condition of the road has not been assessed, nor has the 
anticipated number and type of construction vehicles been provided 
within this chapter to justify why vibration from construction traffic 

should be scoped out. 

The ES should provide evidence to confirm that ground-borne 

vibration generated from HGV movements (including along access 
routes) during construction and decommissioning would not result in 
significant effects on sensitive receptors or include an assessment of 

the LSE, unless otherwise agreed with relevant consultation bodies. 

3.6.2 Paragraph 

12.5.24 

Vibration from operational plant The Scoping Report states that the type of equipment present during 

the operational phase is of a type that does not generate a 
perceptible level of vibration. On this basis, the Inspectorate is in 

agreement that an assessment of operational vibration can be scoped 
out of further assessment.  

3.6.3 Paragraph 
12.5.28 and 
Table 12.3 

Noise and vibration effects – 
decommissioning  

The Applicant proposes to scope out an assessment of 
decommissioning phase effects as these are likely to be similar or less 
significant than effects during construction. Limited information is 

provided regarding the activities proposed for the decommissioning 
phase. As noted in ID 3.6.1 above, indicative traffic numbers are not 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

provided for either the construction or decommissioning phases in 
relation to noise and vibration, and so there is little evidence to 

support the claim that the decommissioning phase impacts would be 
less significant than during construction.  

In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating that 
decommissioning activities would not result in noise and vibration 
effects greater than construction or clear agreement with relevant 

statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a position to agree to 
scope these matters from the assessment. Accordingly, the ES should 

include an assessment of these matters or provide information 
demonstrating agreement with the relevant consultation bodies and 
the absence of LSE.    

3.6.4 Paragraph 
12.2.1 and 

Figures 12-
1 and 12-2 

Grid connection assessment The Scoping Report does not identify any NSRs within the grid 
connection route or state that any baseline monitoring would be 

undertaken within this area. In the absence of information such as a 
justification as to why LSE would not arise or clear agreement with 

relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a position to 
agree to scope this matter out from further assessment. Accordingly, 
the ES should include an assessment of this matter or provide 

information demonstrating agreement with the relevant consultation 
bodies and the absence of LSE. 

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.6.5 Paragraph 
12.2.1 and 

Figures 12-
1 and 12-2 

Study area The ES should include a plan based on Figure 12-2 showing the 500m 
buffer from the noise sources, along with noise contours to confirm 

how the noise sensitive receptors (NSR) have been determined. A 
figure should also be provided showing the final study area; the 
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Applicant is advised to seek to agree the study area with the relevant 

Environmental Health Officers.  

3.6.6 Paragraph 

12.4.2 

Baseline noise monitoring  The Scoping Report states that noise data was collected in July and 

October 2022 and August 2023. The ES should provide confirmation 
of the dates and whether these dates fell within school holidays. If 

these dates are within school holidays, then justification is required to 
confirm why these dates represent a suitable baseline. Further 
consideration to include another comparative survey data not within 

school holidays may be required to provide a robust dataset.  

3.6.7 Table 12.3 Scope summary Within Section 12.5 of the Scoping Report, vibration is specifically 

mentioned as being scoped in or out at various stages, however the 
summary of the scope for the noise and vibration assessment in Table 

12.3 does not include reference to vibration. The scope of the ES 
should be consistent and clear.  

3.6.8 Figure 12-2 Noise monitoring locations The Inspectorate notes that not all of the identified NSRs are subject 
to noise monitoring in a nearby location. The Applicant should ensure 
that the noise monitoring provides sufficient coverage across the 

entire study area to ensure a robust baseline has been assessed. 
Efforts should be made to agree the noise monitoring locations with 

the Local Planning Authorities. 

3.6.9 List above 

paragraph 
12.4.1 

Standards and guidance   The criteria for assessing the significance of noise and vibration 

effects should be clearly set out in the ES with reference to 
established guidance. Consistency with the Noise Policy Statement for 
England, the Significant Observed Adverse Effect Level (SOAEL) and 

Lowest Observed Adverse Effect Level (LOAEL) should be defined for 
all of the construction, operational and decommissioning noise 

matters assessed. 
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3.7 Socio-economics, Land Use and Tourism 

(Scoping Report Section 13) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed aspects/ 

matters to scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.7.1 Paragraphs 
13.6.1 to 

13.6.5 

Socio-economics, land use and 
tourism  

The Applicant proposes to scope out an assessment of socio-
economics, land use and tourism from the ES on the basis that the 

most notable effects would be temporary and only occur during the 
construction and decommissioning phases of the Proposed 

Development.  

The Inspectorate considers that whilst the construction and 

decommissioning phases may be relatively short, the potential for 
significant effects remains and the impacts should be appropriately 
assessed in the ES. The Scoping Report provides limited information 

to justify scoping out an entire assessment of socio-economic, land 
use and tourism effects, particularly with regards to construction and 

decommissioning. The Inspectorate cannot agree to scope out an 
assessment of socio-economics, land use and tourism at this stage. 
The ES should provide an assessment of this aspect, with the matters 

to be scoped into the assessment as discussed below.  

3.7.2 Table 13.1 Employment and Gross Value 

Added (GVA)  

The Applicant proposes to scope out these matters on the basis that 

permanent employment and GVA benefits arising at each phase of 
the Proposed Development are likely to be limited. Paragraph 13.5.4 

of the Scoping Report notes that an estimated 200-300 workers may 
be required to relocate during the construction phase. However, a full 
estimate of the number of temporary workers required during the 

construction and decommissioning phases of the Proposed 
Development is not provided.  

The Inspectorate is not content to scope out these matters and 
advises that the number and types of jobs created should be 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed aspects/ 
matters to scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

estimated in the ES and considered in the context of the available 
workforce in the area during each phase of the Proposed 

Development. The ES should also provide an estimate of the duration 
of temporary employment during the construction and 

decommissioning phases. 

3.7.3 Paragraph 
13.5.4 and 

Table 13.1 

Effects on local services  The Scoping Report states that an estimated 200-300 workers may 
be required to relocate during the construction phase, however, the 

Applicant considers that the temporary increase in demand on health 
and other services during construction of the Proposed Development 

would only result in a marginal effect on local services and proposes 
to scope this matter out of further assessment.  

The Inspectorate considers that the ES should define a worst-case 
scenario of construction worker numbers and assess impacts on the 
availability of local accommodation and services during the 

construction and decommissioning phases. 

3.7.4 Table 13.1 Volume and value of visitor 

economy – construction and 
decommissioning 

The Applicant proposes to scope out this matter on the basis that the 

local area is not a well-established tourism destination and potential 
effects during construction and decommissioning would be mitigated 

through a CEMP. However, the Scoping Report states that there is a 
range of visitor accommodation in the area. 

Whilst the Inspectorate notes the geographical location and 

separation of the Proposed Development from the nearest 
settlements, tourism is not restricted to these settlements and limited 

justification is provided to explain how mitigation measures might be 
implemented to limit impacts to the visitor economy. In the absence 
of information detailing the measures proposed to mitigate effects 

during construction and decommissioning, the Inspectorate considers 
that the ES should include an assessment of visitor economy effects 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed aspects/ 
matters to scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

during the construction phase and identify any likely impacts during 
the decommissioning phase. 

3.7.5 Table 13.1 Volume and value of visitor 
economy - operation 

The Inspectorate considers that due to the limited number of workers 
estimated to be at the site at any one time during operation of the 

Proposed Development, significant effects are not likely to occur and 
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of further assessment. 

3.7.6 Table 13.1 Fiscal impacts  The Scoping Report states that fiscal impacts from the Proposed 
Development would be minor, however no figures for potential fiscal 
benefits have been provided. Without additional information it is not 

possible to assess the significance of potential effects and the 
Inspectorate cannot agree to scope this matter out at this stage. The 

ES should include an assessment of fiscal impacts during operation of 
the Proposed Development or provide information to demonstrate the 
absence of LSE.  

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.7.7 Paragraph 

13.4.4 

Data sources The data sources included should state the age of the data, so it is 

clear whether the most up to date information is used, and if not, 
then the ES should provide justification to explain why the 
information included in the assessment represents the most robust 

baseline.  
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3.8 Traffic and Transport 

(Scoping Report Section 14) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.8.1 Paragraph 
14.2.5 

Traffic impacts on the A1 Paragraph 14.2.5 of the Scoping Report states that the traffic impacts 
on the A1 have not been considered as part of the assessment on the 

basis that the trip generation from the site to this route will be low. 
No evidence has been provided to confirm how trafficked the A1 is in 

this location. Moreover, additional information is required regarding 
which phase this is relevant to, as there could be significant effects in 

the construction and decommissioning phases. 

The Inspectorate considers that this matter should be subject to 
further assessment in the ES, or supporting evidence should be 

provided demonstrating the absence of LSE and agreement with the 
relevant consultation bodies. 

3.8.2 Paragraphs 
14.5.9 to 

14.5.11 

Transport effects - operation The Applicant proposes to scope out transport effects during the 
operational phase on the basis that anticipated traffic would be 

minimal. The traffic levels expected to be generated are based on the 
assumption that 10 to 16 permanent staff would be on-site at any 
one time using four-wheel drive vehicles or vans. HGV access to the 

site is described as being rare and associated with the repair and 
replacement of on-site infrastructure.  

The Inspectorate has considered the characteristics of the operational 
phase of the Proposed Development and based on the low levels of 
anticipated traffic generation is content that this matter can be 

scoped out of further assessment. The ES description of the 
operational phase of the Proposed Development should clearly set out 

the operational vehicle types and numbers to justify this position.   
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.8.3 Paragraphs 
14.5.12 to 

14.5.14 

Transport effects - 
decommissioning 

The Applicant proposes to scope out a standalone assessment for the 
decommissioning phase of the Proposed Development. 

Decommissioning is anticipated to be similar in duration and nature to 
the construction phase and impacts are expected to be similar to the 

construction phase.  

The Scoping Report states that the vehicle movements required 
during decommissioning are not known at this stage and that a DEMP 

will be prepared in due course. The Inspectorate is content that a 
standalone assessment for the decommissioning phase is not required 

at this stage provided that an oDEMP is submitted with the 
application. 

3.8.4 Table 14.7 Hazardous loads  The Scoping Report states that there are no nearby road features 
which suggest that the transfer of materials poses a risk beyond what 
would be expected on the general highway network.  

The Inspectorate has considered the characteristics of the Proposed 
Development and considers that this matter may be scoped out of 

further assessment, however the ES should explain the measures 
employed to ensure safe vehicular transport of components, such as 
panels and batteries, to and from the site. 

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.8.5 Paragraph 
14.3.7 

Guidance The Scoping Report states that the Institute of Environmental 
Management and Assessment (IEMA) Guidelines for the 

Environmental Assessment of Traffic and Movement (1993) has been 
used to determine the scope of the assessment. This guidance has 

now been superseded by the Environmental Assessment of Traffic and 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

Movement guidance from IEMA, which was published in July 2023 and 

should be referred to in the ES.  

3.8.6 Paragraph 

14.4.16 

PRoW surveys A PRoW Management Plan is proposed to be submitted with the DCO 

as there are numerous PRoWs in proximity to the site. The PRoW 
Management Plan should be informed by surveys of the PRoWs 

affected to ensure that the baseline usage of the PRoWs has been 
accounted for. A figure of the PRoW locations should also be provided, 
and the ES should assess impacts to PRoW receptors where 

significant effects are likely to occur.  

3.8.7 Paragraph 

14.6.9 

Magnitude of impact The Scoping Report states that an increase of fewer than 30 trips 

regardless of proportional increase is a negligible impact. This is 
stated to be derived from professional judgement and experience. 

Any use of professional judgement to assess effects should be fully 
justified within the ES. 

3.8.8 Paragraph 
14.6.18 

Transport Assessment (TA) The TA is described in the Scoping Report as including “estimated trip 
generation including a description of the methodology used to 
describe forecast development trips”. The Applicant should state and 

explain which modelling software they will be using such as the newly 
updated Department for Transport (DfT) TEMPRO model, and how the 

inputted traffic movements have been predicted. The relationship 
between the TA outcomes and the ES should also be made clear, with 

a suggestion to agree parameters with the Local Highway Authority.  

  



Scoping Opinion for 

East Park Energy 

42 

3.9 Climate Change 

(Scoping Report Section 15) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.9.1 Paragraphs 
15.5.2 and 

15.7.2 

Climate change effects - 
construction and decommissioning  

The Inspectorate agrees that changes in precipitation, frequency and 
magnitude of wind and storms, summer temperatures and changes in 

cloud cover as a result of climate change are unlikely to give rise to 
significant effects on the construction and decommissioning phases of 

the Proposed Development. Therefore, the Inspectorate is content to 
scope these matters out of further assessment. However, the ES 

should explain how the Proposed Development has been designed to 
be resilient to such effects. 

3.9.2 Paragraphs 

15.5.3 and 
15.5.5 

Changes in water availability  The Scoping Report identifies the potential for changes in water 

availability to alter soil acidity, which can increase the deterioration of 
building materials. Given that paragraph 15.5.5 states that materials 

used will be chosen to be appropriate for existing ground conditions 
and would be able to withstand changes in soil acidity as a result of 

changes in water availability, the Inspectorate is content to scope this 
matter out. The ES should explain how the use such materials would 
be secured in the application. 

3.9.3 Paragraph 
15.5.3 and 

Table 15.4 

Sea level rise The Applicant explains that the Proposed Development is not located 
in an area that is susceptible to sea level rise. The Inspectorate 

agrees that significant effects are not likely to occur and an 
assessment of sea level rise in the climate change chapter can be 

scoped out of further assessment. 

3.9.4 Paragraph 

15.5.4 and 
Table 15.4 

Changes to snow and ice The Inspectorate agrees to scope this matter out on the basis that 

UKCP18 predictions anticipate less snow and ice than the current 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

baseline and that the risk from snow and ice is not anticipated to 
increase with climate change. 

3.9.5 Table 15.4 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
of the following: 

• construction and operation:  

o emissions from on-
site decommissioning 

activities; and 

o transportation and 

disposal of waste 
materials. 

• operation and 
decommissioning:  

o raw material 

extraction, 
manufacturing of 

products and 
transportation of raw 
materials to the place 

of manufacturing; 

o transportation of 

product to the 
Proposed 
Development; 

o emissions from on-
site construction 

activities; and 

The ES should provide an assessment of GHG emissions for the whole 
lifetime of the Proposed Development. This includes consideration of 

GHG emissions from the listed activities during construction, 
operation and decommissioning. Therefore, these matters should be 
assessed for the lifetime of the Proposed Development and the 

Inspectorate does not agree to scope these matters out of further 
assessment.  
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

o transportation of 
construction materials 

(where not included in 
the product-stage 

embodied GHG 
emissions). 

• construction and 

decommissioning: 

o energy generated.  

3.9.6 Table 15.4 GHG emissions related to the 
leakage of GHGs - construction and 

decommissioning 

Notwithstanding the advice set out in ID 3.9.5 above, that the ES 
should include an assessment of GHG emissions for the whole lifetime 

of the Proposed Development, the Inspectorate agrees to scope this 
matter out of further assessment on the basis that impacts would be 
limited to the operational phase only, for which an operational phase 

assessment has been proposed. 

3.9.7 Table 15.4 Travel of construction workers The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 

emissions from the travel of construction workers are expected to be 
negligible in context of the other sources of emissions during 

construction and the overall GHG emissions savings associated with 
the Proposed Development. In the absence of further detail, the 
Inspectorate cannot agree to scope this matter out at this time.  

The ES should provide an assessment of the GHG emissions 
associated with the travel of construction workers or provide evidence 

to demonstrate the absence of LSE including agreement with relevant 
consultation bodies. 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.9.8 Table 15.4 Energy consumption, material and 
waste generation from ongoing site 

maintenance 

The Scoping Report states that operational emissions related to 
maintenance are expected to be negligible in context to the overall 

GHG emissions and proposes to scope this matter out. 

As advised above, the ES should provide an assessment of GHG 

emissions for the entire lifetime of the Proposed Development, 
including as a result of energy consumption, material and waste 
generation from ongoing site maintenance. Therefore, the 

Inspectorate cannot agree to scope out this matter from further 
assessment.  

3.9.9 Table 15.4 Travel for workers The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 
emissions from the travel of workers are expected to be negligible in 

context of the other sources of emissions and the overall GHG 
emission savings associated with the Proposed Development.  

In the absence of further detail, the Inspectorate cannot agree to 

scope this matter out at this time. The ES should provide an 
assessment of the GHG emissions associated with the travel of 

workers or provide evidence to demonstrate the absence of LSE 
including agreement with relevant consultation bodies. 

3.9.10 Table 15.4 Loss of peat The Applicant explains that peat is not present at the site. The 
Inspectorate agrees that on this basis significant effects are not likely 
to occur and an assessment of the loss of peat in the climate change 

chapter can be scoped out of further assessment. However, should 
peat be discovered on-site, the ES should provide an assessment of 

the potential effects on GHG emissions from the loss of peat during 
construction of the Proposed Development. 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.9.11 Table 15.4 Energy consumption from the 
provision of clean water and 

treatment of wastewater 

The Applicant proposes to scope this matter out on the basis that 
energy consumption from the provision of clean water and treatment 

of wastewater is expected to be negligible in context to the overall 
GHG emission savings. In the absence of further detail, the 

Inspectorate cannot agree to scope this matter out at this time.  

The ES should provide an assessment of potential GHG emissions 
associated with energy consumption from the provision of clean water 

and treatment of wastewater related to the Proposed Development or 
provide evidence to demonstrate the absence of LSE. 

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.9.12 N/A Cumulative effects The ES should consider how other developments cumulatively may 
affect the vulnerability of the Proposed Development to climate 

change eg any changes in flood flows, and cumulative GHG 
emissions/ savings. The Applicant should seek to agree the approach 
to the climate change cumulative effects assessment with relevant 

consultation bodies.  
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3.10 Air Quality 

(Scoping Report Section 16) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.10.1 Paragraphs 
16.5.8 and 

16.5.9 

Non-road mobile machinery 
(NRMM) and plant exhaust 

emissions  

The Inspectorate does not agree that emissions from NRMM can be 
scoped out as no information has been provided on the type, number 

and location of such machinery within the Proposed Development 
site. In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating 

clear agreement with relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is 
not in a position to agree to scope this matter from the assessment. 

Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of this matter, or 
the information referred to demonstrating agreement with the 
relevant consultation bodies and the absence of LSE. 

3.10.2 Paragraphs 
16.5.10 and 

16.5.11 

On-road vehicle exhaust emissions 
– operation 

The Inspectorate agrees that operational vehicle emissions may be 
scoped out from further assessment, subject to the description of 

development demonstrating that vehicle numbers are sufficiently low 
as to not trigger the thresholds for an air quality assessment. 

3.10.3 Paragraph 
16.5.12 and 

Table 16.4 

Dust emissions – operation The Inspectorate agrees that once operational, the Proposed 
Development is unlikely to result in significant air quality effects as 

the components of the Proposed Development do not generate dust 
emissions. The Inspectorate is content to scope this matter out of 
further assessment on this basis.  

3.10.4 Paragraph 
16.5.13 and 

16.5.14 

Dust and on-road vehicle exhaust 
emissions – decommissioning 

The Scoping Report states that potential air quality effects during 
decommissioning are anticipated to be of lesser magnitude than the 

construction phase and proposes to scope this matter out. However, 
limited details regarding the potential decommissioning activities 

have been provided in the Scoping Report.  
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

In the absence of information such as evidence demonstrating that 
decommissioning activities would not result in dust and on-road 

exhaust emission effects greater than construction or clear 
agreement with relevant statutory bodies, the Inspectorate is not in a 

position to agree to scope these matters from the assessment. 
Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of these matters or 
provide information demonstrating agreement with the relevant 

consultation bodies and the absence of LSE. 

3.10.5 Paragraph 

16.5.18 and 
16.5.19 

Cumulative effects – operation and 

decommissioning 

As stated in ID 3.10.2 to 3.10.4 above, additional information is 

required from the Applicant to confirm that there will not be 
significant effects in the operational and decommissioning phases. 

The ES should provide information on the cumulative nature of traffic 
movements with other developments during the operational and 
decommissioning phases and confirm these projections fall below the 

relevant thresholds set out in guidance. In the absence of this 
information, the Inspectorate is not a position to scope these matters 

out at this stage. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of 
these matters or provide information demonstrating agreement with 
the relevant consultation bodies and the absence of LSE.    

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.10.6 Paragraph 
16.2.5 and 

16.2.6 

Vehicle exhaust emissions study 
area 

The Inspectorate notes that it is intended for the study area relating 
to vehicle exhaust emissions to account for receptors within 200m of 

the access/ egress points off the public highway. However, the 
Inspectorate notes that it is intended for the Proposed Development 

to utilise a temporary haul road through the site. The Inspectorate is 
of the view that this haul road should also be considered with regards 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

to construction vehicle emissions, and any potential receptors located 

within 200m of the haul road should be included in the assessment. 

3.10.7 Paragraph 

16.6.1 

Baseline data The Scoping Report states that ambient air quality monitoring is not 

considered necessary to inform the air quality assessment in the ES 
but is subject to review and confirmation. Efforts should be made to 

reach agreement regarding the requirement and extent of air quality 
monitoring with the relevant Local Planning Authorities.  

3.10.8 Paragraph 
16.6.4 

Plan The ES should be accompanied by an appropriate plan illustrating the 
location of sensitive air quality receptors within the vicinity of the 
Proposed Development to aid understanding of the extent of effects.   

3.10.9 Paragraph 
16.6.12 

Defining significance  Paragraph 16.6.2 of the Scoping Report sets out the factors that will 
be considered in order to determine whether a predicted effect is 

significant. However, the Scoping Report does not refer to any 
guidance regarding assessing significance of air quality effects. The 

ES should explain how air quality impacts have been identified and 
the methodology that will be used to determine the significance of 
effects, including reference to any relevant guidance. Any use of 

professional judgement to assess significance should be fully justified 
within the ES. 
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3.11 Land and Soils 

(Scoping Report Section 17) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed matters to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.11.1 Paragraphs 
17.5.6 and 

17.5.7 and 
Table 17.3 

Impacts on agricultural land – 
construction and decommissioning  

The Applicant proposes to scope out effects on agricultural land 
during construction and decommissioning on the basis that any 

effects would be short-term and would relate to potential impacts on 
soil rather than agricultural productivity. These phases are anticipated 

to last up to 24 months each.  

Considering the relatively short-term nature of the construction and 

decommissioning phases, the Inspectorate is content that an 
individual assessment of agricultural land loss for the construction 
and decommissioning phases it not required. However, the ES should 

ensure that effects of agricultural land loss are assessed over the 
entire lifetime of the Proposed Development including the 

construction, operational, and decommissioning phases. 

3.11.2 Paragraphs 

17.5.9 and 
17.5.11 and 
Table 17.3 

Impacts on soils – operation   The Applicant proposes to scope out effects during the operational 

phase on the basis that the temporary removal of parts of the site 
from arable cultivation would have beneficial effects on soils by 
allowing soil to “rest” and promote carbon sequestration.   

Schedule 4 of the EIA Regulations state that both positive and 
negative effects should be reported. As such, the Inspectorate does 

not agree to scope this matter out of further assessment. The ES 
should provide an assessment of any beneficial and adverse effects of 
the Proposed Development on soil resources during operation. 

 



Scoping Opinion for 

East Park Energy 

51 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.11.3 Paragraph 

17.4.10 and 
Appendix 

17-1 

Agricultural land classification 

(ALC) surveys 

Paragraph 17.4.10 states that “the Applicant has undertaken a 

detailed Agricultural Land Classification survey for the site…in 
accordance with Natural England guidance”, however it is stated in 

paragraph 1.7 of the ALC Report (Scoping Report, Appendix 17-1) 
that surveys were undertaken at one auger per four hectares. It is 

noted (in paragraph 1.7 of Appendix 17-1) that this is due to the 
“large area of agricultural land”.  

Natural England (NE) guidance (namely Technical Information Note 

TIN049) states that a detailed ALC survey requires a frequency of one 
boring per hectare. The ES should justify the extent of survey efforts 

and ensure that the text is consistent between the ES and any 
associated appendices.  

3.11.4 Paragraph 
17.4.11  

ALC surveys for the grid corridor The Scoping Report states that a detailed ALC survey was conducted 
for East Park Sites A to D (included as Appendix 17-1 of the Scoping 
Report). It is stated that a survey of the grid corridor route was not 

conducted on the basis that impacts would be temporary and for a 
short duration, with soils being reinstated in line with guidance.  

Effects and surveys should be considered for the grid connection 
corridor as well as the solar PV sites where there is potential for 
significant effects to occur. 

3.11.5 Paragraphs 
17.5.2 and 

17.7.1 

Sheep grazing The Scoping Report states that sheep grazing is assumed under the 
PV panels however it is noted (in paragraph 17.7.1) that it is not 

currently confirmed how the land will be managed. Where the ES 
relies upon grazing as mitigation, it should be demonstrated that the 

land is not subject to restrictive covenants that would prevent such 
use and that such mitigation is secured in respect of the operation of 
the Proposed Development. 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.11.6 N/A Effects on farm businesses The ES should identify the agricultural land uses that will be displaced 

by the Proposed Development. Potential effects on farm businesses, 
loss of agricultural production and implications for food security from 

both the PV solar site and grid connection should be considered where 
there is potential for significant effects to occur. This should consider 

both effects alone and cumulatively with other projects. Effects such 
as severance to farm access or changes to the scale and long-term 
viability of farm holdings affected by the Proposed Development 

should also be considered. 
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3.12 Other Environmental Topics   

(Scoping Report Section 18) 

ID Ref Applicant’s proposed aspects to 

scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

3.12.1 Section 18.2 Human health  The Scoping Report states that effects of the Proposed Development 
which have the potential to affect human health would be adequately 

covered within the proposed scope of the ES and a standalone human 
health assessment is not required. The Inspectorate agrees that a 

standalone chapter can be scoped out of further assessment provided 
that effects on human health, including impacts on mental health and 

wellbeing, are considered within other aspect chapters where 
relevant.  

The EIA Methodology chapter should provide clear cross-referencing 

to where the relevant direct and indirect impacts on human health 
receptors are considered in the ES. Where human health impacts 

have been assessed in the ES, consideration should be given to 
relevant guidance such as the IEMA 2022 guidance ‘Determining 
Significance For Human Health In Environmental Impact Assessment’. 

3.12.2 Section 18.3 Major accidents and disasters An assessment of major accidents and disasters is proposed to be 
scoped out of the ES. The Inspectorate considers that a standalone 

chapter can be scoped out of further assessment, but the potential 
risks should be considered in other ES Chapters where relevant. For 

the avoidance of doubt, the risk of fire associated with battery 
storage facilities should be assessed in the ES and relevant 
mitigation, such as fire-fighting and containment measures, should be 

set out and secured in the DCO, with reference to the proposed 
Outline Battery Safety Management Plan. 

3.12.3 Section 18.4 Waste The Applicant proposes to scope out an assessment of waste. The 
Scoping Report concludes that significant effects as a result of waste 
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ID Ref Applicant’s proposed aspects to 
scope out 

Inspectorate’s comments 

are unlikely due to the recycling value of most the solar panel’s 
component parts. The Inspectorate notes the commitment to describe 

the approach to waste management in the ES and to provide a 
Construction Site Waste Management Plan (CSWMP) and 

Decommissioning Resource Management Plan (DRMP).  

Having noted this, the Inspectorate considers that the ES should 
provide an assessment of the likely significant effects from waste at 

decommissioning to the extent that it is possible at this time. The ES 
should also include estimates, by type and quantity, of expected 

residues, and emissions, and quantities, and types of waste produced 
during the construction and operation phases in line with Schedule 4 
of the EIA Regulations. As such, the Inspectorate is not content to 

scope this aspect out. 

 

ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.12.4 Paragraphs 

3.3.4 and 
3.3.16 to 

3.3.18 

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) The Inspectorate draws the Applicant’s attention to the UK Health 

Security Agency’s (UKHSA) consultation response (see Appendix 2 of 
this Opinion).  

The Scoping Report states that the voltage of the grid connection 
cables between the onsite East Park substation and the existing 

National Grid Eaton Socon substation are likely to be 400kV. In line 
with relevant guidance (DECC Power Lines: Demonstrating 
compliance with EMF public exposure guidelines, A Voluntary Code of 

Practice 2012), cables above 132kV have potential to cause EMF 
effects. The Inspectorate considers that the ES should demonstrate 

the design measures taken to avoid the potential for EMF effects on 
receptors. 
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ID Ref Description Inspectorate’s comments 

3.12.5 Paragraph 

18.4.5 

Waste generated The Scoping Report does not identify panel or battery degradation 

leading to replacement, as a type of waste that may be produced 
during the life of the Proposed Development. This would entail larger 

amounts of waste than described in the Scoping Report. This potential 
waste and how this will be managed, as well as any arising significant 

effects, should be addressed in the ES.  
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APPENDIX 1: CONSULTATION BODIES FORMALLY 

CONSULTED 
 

TABLE A1: PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES1 

 

SCHEDULE 1 DESCRIPTION  ORGANISATION 

The Health and Safety Executive Health and Safety Executive 

The National Health Service 
Commissioning Board 

NHS England 

The relevant Integrated Care Board(s) NHS Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton 
Keynes Integrated Care Board 

NHS Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

Integrated Care Board 

Natural England Natural England 

The Historic Buildings and Monuments 
Commission for England 

Historic England 

The relevant fire and rescue authority(s) Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service 

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service 

The relevant police and crime 

commissioner(s) 

Bedfordshire Police and Crime 

Commissioner 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

The relevant parish council(s) Bolnhurst and Keysoe Parish Council 

Great Staughton Parish Council 

Hail Weston Parish Council 

Little Staughton Parish Council 

Pertenhall and Swineshead Parish 

Council 

Staploe Parish Council 

 
1 Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 

2009 (the ‘APFP Regulations’) 
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SCHEDULE 1 DESCRIPTION  ORGANISATION 

St. Neots Town Council 

The Environment Agency Environment Agency 

The Civil Aviation Authority Civil Aviation Authority 

The relevant highways authority(s) Bedford Borough Council 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

The relevant strategic highways 
company 

National Highways 

The relevant internal drainage board(s) 

 

Alconbury and Ellington Internal 

Drainage Board 

Bedfordshire and River Ivel Internal 

Drainage Board 

The Canal and River Trust The Canal and River Trust 

United Kingdom Health Security Agency United Kingdom Health Security Agency 

The Forestry Commission The Forestry Commission 

The Secretary of State for Defence Ministry of Defence 

 
 

TABLE A2: RELEVANT STATUTORY UNDERTAKERS2 

 

STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

The relevant Integrated Care Board(s) NHS Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton 

Keynes Integrated Care Board 

NHS Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Integrated Care Board 

The National Health Service 
Commissioning Board 

NHS England 

The relevant NHS Trust East of England Ambulance Service NHS 
Trust 

 
2 ‘Statutory Undertaker’ is defined in the APFP Regulations as having the same meaning as in Section 

127 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008) 
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

Railways Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd 

National Highways Historical Railways 

Estate 

Canal Or Inland Navigation Authorities The Canal and River Trust 

Environment Agency 

Civil Aviation Authority Civil Aviation Authority 

Licence Holder (Chapter 1 Of Part 1 Of 
Transport Act 2000) 

NATS En-Route Safeguarding 

Universal Service Provider Royal Mail Group 

Homes and Communities Agency Homes England 

The relevant Environment Agency Environment Agency 

The relevant water and sewage 
undertaker 

Anglian Water 

The relevant public gas transporter Cadent Gas Limited 

Northern Gas Networks Limited 

Scotland Gas Networks Plc 

Southern Gas Networks Plc 

Wales and West Utilities Ltd 

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited 

ES Pipelines Ltd 

ESP Connections Ltd 

ESP Networks Ltd 

ESP Pipelines Ltd 

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited 

GTC Pipelines Limited 

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited 
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

Independent Pipelines Limited 

Indigo Pipelines Limited 

Last Mile Gas Ltd 

Leep Gas Networks Limited 

Quadrant Pipelines Limited 

Squire Energy Limited 

National Gas 

The relevant electricity distributor with 
CPO Powers 

Eclipse Power Network Limited 

Energy Assets Networks Limited 

ESP Electricity Limited 

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited 

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited 

Independent Power Networks Limited 

Indigo Power Limited 

Last Mile Electricity Ltd 

Leep Electricity Networks Limited 

Mua Electricity Limited 

Optimal Power Networks Limited 

The Electricity Network Company Limited 

UK Power Distribution Limited 

Utility Assets Limited 

Vattenfall Networks Limited 

UK Power Networks Limited 

The relevant electricity transmitter with 
CPO Powers 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER  ORGANISATION 

 National Grid Electricity System 
Operation Limited 

 
 

TABLE A3: SECTION 43 LOCAL AUTHORITIES (FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

SECTION 42(1)(B))3 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY4 

Bedford Borough Council 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

Central Bedfordshire Council 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 

Essex County Council 

Fenland District Council 

Hertfordshire County Council  

Huntingdonshire District Council 

Lincolnshire County Council  

Milton Keynes Council 

Norfolk County Council 

North Northamptonshire Council 

Peterborough City Council 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 

Suffolk County Council 

 

 

 

 
3 Sections 43 and 42(B) of the PA2008 
4 As defined in Section 43(3) of the PA2008 
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TABLE A4: NON-PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES 

 

ORGANISATION 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
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APPENDIX 2: RESPONDENTS TO CONSULTATION 

AND COPIES OF REPLIES 
 
 

CONSULTATION BODIES WHO REPLIED BY THE STATUTORY DEADLINE: 

Anglian Water 

Bedford Borough Council 

Bedfordshire and River Ivel Internal Drainage Board 

Bolnhurst and Keysoe Parish Council 

Cambridgeshire County Council 

Canal and River Trust 

East Cambridgeshire District Council 

East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust 

Environment Agency 

Forestry Commission 

Great Staughton Parish Council 

Hail Weston Parish Council 

Historic England 

Huntingdonshire District Council 

Little Staughton Parish Council 

National Gas 

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc 

National Highways 

NATS En-Route Safeguarding 

North Northamptonshire Council 

Northern Gas 

Pertenhall and Swineshead Parish Council 
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Staploe Parish Council 

United Kingdom Health Security Agency 

 



Environmental Services Operations Group 3  
Planning Inspectorate 
Via email (eastparkenergyproject@planning inspectorate.gov.uk) 

28th November 2023 

Dear Jack, 

Application by RNA Energy Ltd (the Applicant) for an Order granting Development 
Consent for East Park Energy (the Proposed Development)  
Anglian Water scoping consultation response  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scoping report for the above project 
which is within Huntingdonshire District Council and Bedford Borough Council areas. 
Anglian Water is the appointed water and sewerage undertaker for main site and the 
cable route/grid connection shown on Figure 1-2 Site References.  

The following response is submitted on behalf of Anglian Water in its statutory capacity 
and relates to potable water and water assets along with wastewater and water 
recycling assets.  

The Scheme – Anglian Water existing infrastructure 
There are existing Anglian Water assets including water mains within the identified site 
area and in roads and areas serving communities within the cable route. Supply pipes 
also cross the cable route, including critical mains water transfer pipelines in Area D from 
Grafham Reservoir to the north that will require specific protection measures. Water 
recycling assets including a foul sewer also runs through Area B. It is noted that reference 
is made to the fact that the site is crossed by a number of utilities and that easements, 
separation distances and safe working practices will need to be agreed with the utility 
operators (para. 18.3.7). We agree that buffers will be required and will inform the 
construction and operation of the proposed scheme, and its layout and design, following 
necessary ground investigations. 

Anglian Water would want to ensure the location and nature of our assets serving local 
communities and strategic water supply infrastructure, are identified and protected. To 
reduce the need for diversions and the associated carbon impacts of those works, 
ground investigations would enable the promoter to design out these potential impacts 
and so also reduce the potential impact on services if construction works cause a pipe 
burst or damage to supporting infrastructure. The Construction Environment 
Management Plan (3.4.9-3.4.11) and Construction Traffic Management Plan should 

Anglian Water Services  
Lancaster House, Lancaster Way,  
Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire. PE29 6XU 

www.anglianwater.co.uk 

Our ref: EPE/ScopingResponse 
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include steps to remove the risk of damage to Anglian Water assets from plant and 
machinery (compaction and vibration during the construction phase) including haul and 
access roads. We agree that vibration from construction traffic should be scoped in, to 
take account of potential effects on our assets within the site (para. 12.5.8). Further 
advice on minimising and then relocating (where feasible) Anglian Water existing assets 
can be obtained from: connections@anglianwater.co.uk   
 
Maps of Anglian Water’s assets are available to view at the following address: 
https://utilities.digdat.co.uk/   
 
Flood Risk, Drainage and Surface Water 
Anglian Water notes the absence of any reference to Anglian Water in the Scoping 
Report in terms of:  

• Whether the management of surface water will require a public sewer 
connection 

• If water recycling/sewerage services are required for the construction or 
operation of the scheme 

• If a water supply is required for the construction and operation of the scheme 
 
On the question of Flood Risk Assessment and surface water drainage strategy (paras. 
9.5.10, 9.5.15 and 9.5.22) we would welcome engagement on Anglian Water’s existing 
drainage apparatus. However, we would advise that in accordance with the drainage 
hierarchy, surface water should first look to be managed by Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) and note that SuDS are mentioned in reference to control rates of 
overland flow in combination with permeable access tracks and vegetation.  
 
It is also noted that run-off from proposed building infrastructure and hardstanding 
areas associated with the BESS and East Park Substation, more formal drainage features 
would be provided (para. 9.5.22), whilst it is stated that a formal drainage outfall is 
unlikely to be necessary, we would seek the surface water drainage strategy to follow 
the drainage hierarchy for impermeable areas of the scheme. Only if the promoter could 
demonstrably prove that infiltration rates for example precluded SuDS in a specific 
location would Anglian Water consider surface water connections to the public sewer. 
We consider that SuDS and the potential for rainwater harvesting to serve any non-
potable water requirements, should be used at the BESS and East Park Substation 
compound. Anglian Water would currently resist a provision providing for a surface 
water connection to the public sewer in the draft DCO Order. 
 
In view of the guidance in the National Policy Statements we would have anticipated 
that the scoping would have included and then considered the approach to water supply 
and water resources. Anglian Water requests that these points are assessed early in the 
EIA to set out how the project will be supplied with water, its wastewater managed, how 
water assets serving residents and business will be protected and how design has been 
altered to reduce the need for new water infrastructure or the diversion of existing 
assets.  
 
Water Resources  
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The site within the Ruthamford South Water Resource Zone (WRZ) and Ruthamford 
North WRZ. We note that whilst the scoping considers water environment impacts it 
does not look at impacts on water resources. As the site is within an area designated by 
the Environment Agency as ‘seriously water stressed’ and water may be used in the 
project construction and operation, this indicates that water resources should be 
assessed in the EIA. There is no reference to assessment of the carbon costs of relocating 
water infrastructure if assets are impacted during construction or operation. Anglian 
Water notes that the applicant has not sought to scope these matters out by providing 
sufficient information to reach a conclusion that the projects impact regarding water 
supply as well as water recycling and water quality, are not significant. It is noted that 
under Climate Change Resilience, changes in water availability have been scoped out in 
terms of construction, operation and decommissioning. Whilst it is stated that 
operationally the scheme does not have a significant water demand with water usage 
being purely for cleaning purposes (pg. 263 and 327) there is no reference to water 
demands through construction, or if connections to our network are required. 
 
Anglian Water now advise that new non household water supply requests (construction 
and operational phases) may be declined as these could compromise our regulatory 
priority of supplying existing and planned domestic growth. The flows needed to fill 
water storage tanks for example (in the event that the promoter decides not to use 
rainwater harvesting on site to meet this non potable demand) will need to be assessed 
by Anglian Water to advise whether a supply is feasible when assessed in terms of the 
potential to jeopardise domestic supply or at a significant financial or environmental 
cost. Our new position on non- household supply is due to our joint aim with the 
Environment Agency of reducing abstraction to protect sensitive environments. The 
promoter will need to submit a water resources assessment setting out a daily demand 
for each stage of the project and whether this is for domestic or non-domestic uses. 
Water use during construction means that the promoter will need to establish whether 
concrete production, for example, would be offsite or would need an on-site supply in 
order to assess the water supply options with Anglian Water. Further advice on water 
and wastewater capacity and options can be obtained by contacting Anglian Water’s 
Pre-Development Team at: planningliasion@anglianwater.co.uk  
 
Engagement 
Anglian Water would welcome the instigation of discussions with RNA Energy (East Park 
Energy) as the prospective applicant, in line with the requirements of the 2008 Planning 
Act and guidance. Experience has shown that early engagement and agreement is 
required between NSIP applicants and statutory undertakers during design and 
assessment and well before submission of the draft DCO for examination. Consultation 
at the statutory PEIR stage would in our view be too late to inform design and may result 
in delays to the project. On the basis that fuller consideration of water supply and water 
recycling matters does identify resources, assets and services may be impacted by the 
project we would recommend discussion on the following issues:  
 

1. Impact of development on Anglian Water’s assets and the need for mitigation  
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2. The design of the project to minimise interaction with Anglian Water 
assets/critical infrastructure and specifically to avoid the need for diversions 
which have associated carbon costs  

3. Requirement for potable and raw water supplies  
4. Requirement for water recycling (surface water/foul drainage) connections  
5. Confirmation of the project’s cumulative impacts (if any) with Anglian Water 

projects  
6. Draft Protective Provisions  

 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require clarification on the above 
response or during the pre- application to decision stages of the project. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Phil Jones 
Growth & Strategy Manager – Sustainable Growth 
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Planning, 4th Floor, Borough Hall,

Cauldwell Street, Bedford MK42 9AP

Telephone (01234) 718068   Fax (01234) 718084

TOWNTOWN ANDAND COUNTRYCOUNTRY PLANNINGPLANNING ACTACT 19901990

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE ORDER

BBC APPLICATION NO: 23/02405/LPA

To: The Planning Inspectorate

Bedford Borough Council  has the following COMMENTS to make with regard to the
request about the development as set out on your website for application reference no
EN010141.

APPLICANT : The Planning Inspectorate

LOCATION : Land At And Between Keysoe Pertenhall And Little Staughton Staughton Road Little
Staughton Bedfordshire

PARTICULARS OF DEVELOPMENT :

(This application is not being determined by Bedford Borough Council. Please contact the
Applicant for details or to make comments)
Ref EN010141 -  Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations) - Regulations 10 and
11, Application by RNA Energy Ltd (the Applicant) for an Order granting Development Consent for
East Park Energy (the Proposed Development)  Scoping consultation and notification of the
Applicant's contact details and duty to make available information to the Applicant if requested.  
To view online go to http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN010141-
000010

COMMENT
In terms of your letter, 31 October 2023, notifying Bedford Borough Council (BBC) as a
statutory consultee to the above Application regarding the Scoping Opinion, we have
reviewed the Applicant's Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report, dated October
2023/ Version 01 and, as requested, comment accordingly/ inform the Planning Inspectorate
of information that we consider should be provided in the Environmental Statement.

(For ease of reading, we structure our response to accord with the Applicant's chapter and
paragraph headings)

Further, we refer to PINs Advice Note regarding use of terms, namely:
(PINs Advice Note 7; §3.14) Aspects: The Planning Inspectorate refers to 'aspects' as
meaning the relevant descriptions of the environment identified in accordance with the EIA
Regulations; and,
(PINs Advice Note 7; §5.7 ) Matters: The Planning Inspectorate uses the term 'matters'
referring to those parts that are a subdivision of the aspect, for example an assessment of a
particular species is a 'matter' to the aspect of biodiversity.

LOCAL PLANNING AUTHORITY' STATUTORY CONSULTATION RESPONSE

Description (the 'Development'):
In terms of absolute clarity, Bedford Borough Council (BBC) suggests that the Application be
described as follows:



'The Application comprises the construction of a new ground-mounted solar photovoltaic 
energy generating station (upto 400MW), an on-site Battery Energy Storage System 
(BESS)(storage upto 100MW) and East Park substation, infrastructure for connection to the 
national grid at the Eaton Socon National Grid Substation, a storage and maintenance 
building and associated parking, site accesses, internal access tracks, and associated 
landscaping and biodiversity enhancements on (circa 768 hectares) land to the north-west of 
St Neots between Keysoe Pertenhall and Little Staughton, Bedfordshire'.

Chp1 to 6
(§1.1.2) Capacity: 'The precise generating capacity and storage capacity will be subject to 
detailed design'. This flexibility would accord with PINs Advice Note 9 and is therefore in 
principle acceptable.
[BBC note:  EN-3 stresses the need to ensure the significant effects of a Proposed 
Development have been properly assessed - Applicants need to ensure that the criteria in 
paragraph 1.4 of Advice Note 9 are achieved - this seems to have been acknowledged by 
the Applicant in §3.2.5 and §3.2.6 of the Scoping Report].

(§1.2.12) Planning policy: in light of the advanced stage of the preparation of the Bedford 
Borough Council Local Plan 2040 (Examination stage Reg 19), we would suggest that the 
Reg19 Plan and supporting evidence should be viewed as a material consideration.

(§3.1.6) Site boundary:  we are in broad agreement with the single Red Line boundary, 
noting that the Applicant has requested some flexibility (Ref. PINs Meeting Note July 2022). 
This flexibility would accord with PINs Advice Note 9 and is therefore in principle acceptable, 
on the basis that any change in the Red Line boundary would similarly need to be addressed 
in the LVIA assessment, the zone of influence, and the zone of theoretical visibility.

It is however noted that the Red Line boundary is INCLUSIVE of several Public Highways 
(roads).  BBC question if this is the correct approach as the single Red Line boundary does 
not reflect the complexity of more detailed site boundary screening conditions to individual 
parcels that will need to be addressed.

(§3.3.30) Public Rights of Way: 'to be set within wide green corridors'.  BBC is concerned 
that this is not imperially defined and would like to see the proviso of a minimum PRoW 
width set at 8m for footpaths and 9m for bridleways;  and, an assessment of how these are 
to be retained, managed, and enhanced within any Outline CEMP and Outline LEMP. BBC's 
concern is that these are important public routes which need to be assessed as 'sequential 
visual effects' (§7.6.3iv) corridors, rather than as a single viewpoint within a LVIA study; and, 
 PRoWs form important habitat and landscape corridors, rather than as narrow pathways, 
hence the matter of width.  This aspect should be recognised at the onset of the Application.

In this regard we draw you attention to the Borough of Bedford Local Access Forum's 
response (dated 14 November 2023) and the British Horse Society's response (dated 14 
November 2023), which addresses the issue of Public Rights of Way used as footpaths and 
bridleways and proposed corridor widths. Their responses have been submitted by 
independent cover.

(§3.3.31) Design Code: 'The layout and design of the green infrastructure will be advanced 
prior to the preparation of the ES, with key elements either fixed on the proposal drawings, 
or commitments made within a design code document'.  While BBC notes that the Design 
Code will be submitted as part of the Application, a provisional Design Code that sets out the 
matters to be addressed (e.g. design, materiality, etc) would be an important consideration 
to inform reading of the Environmental Statement and how each document has influenced/ 



informed the other. We would therefore suggest that a provisional Design Code is prepared 
alongside the Environmental Statement to enable discussions.

(§3.4.12); (§3.5.1) 40-year landscape management: 'operational lifespan of up to 40-years'; 
and,  (§7.5.29) 'LEMP…landscape mitigation and ecological mitigation…and would also set 
out how this would be managed by the Applicant over the lifespan of the Scheme':  BBC 
would like to understand how the Applicant assesses and address the management and 
maintenance of the existing mature and a new maturing landscape habitat over the 
operational lifespan of the project (circa 40-years). This represents a significant financial and 
staffing commitment which is currently not evidenced.

(§4.1.3) Site selection/ alternatives: BBC would like to see the sequential approach used to 
test for a range of sites sizes (to demonstrate address of LP Policy 46S).  This would 
evidence if a series of smaller sites, not necessarily located in the same geographical area 
(adjacencies), could come forward; and, BBC would also like to understand the extent of the 
Applicant's sub-regional search area, assessment, and outcomes (acknowledging that the 
NPPF does not ask of this).  This would be useful in understanding the effect of cumulative 
impact of major development at a sub-regional scale.

(Chp6.8) (§6.8.3) §6.8.5) (§6.8.7) Zone of Influence: BBC would like to see the Applicant 
state what the minimum ZoI would be (miles) to assess cumulative effect.  Currently 
individual effect is referenced, but cumulative ZoI is not defined.
[BBC note:  §3.1.1 of Advice Note 17 states that the ZOI for each aspect considered within 
the ES should be determined by the Applicant]. We would like to expand this statement to 
include 'in discussion with and to the approval of the local planning authority and/or statutory 
consultees'.

(§6.8.4) (§6.8.5) 'other developments': in principle, BBC will assist in identifying both 
significant and/or major development within the Borough, however, as some of these 
applications are/ may be at the pre-application stage and/or are confidential, we reserve the 
right to screen the list accordingly.

(§6.9.4) (§6.9.7) (Table 20.1) Scoping out (with reference to PINs Advice Note 7; §5.10 and 
§5.12):  BBC has responded in detail to each scoping aspect/matter and inclusion/ exclusion 
in the chapter headings below. BBC reserves the right to review the scoping exclusion list as 
the Applicant undertakes more detailed surveys and assessments should these identify 
matters of significant effect and/or concern.

In terms of policy, we draw the Applicant's attention to Thurleigh Airfield Safeguarding Zone 
and mitigation measures.  This aspect has not been addressed in the Scoping.

Chp7. Landscape and Visual
(§7.4.53) Zone of Theoretical Visibility:  'The ZTV is based on the 'Indicative Solar and 
Associated Infrastructure' zoning shown on Figures 3-2a to 3-2c. The initial ZTV has been 
modelled based on a height of 3m to reflect the maximum height above ground of the solar 
arrays across the Site'.  BBC notes that as part of this Application, the Applicant has stated 
associated buildings and infrastructure heights as follows - storage buildings at 4,5m 
(§3.3.23), switchgear 8m (§3.3.16), and transformers 12m; also ref. Fig. 7-5 & 7-6.  These 
associated buildings and infrastructure heights would need to be assessed in the LVIA.

(§14.5.5)  It is noted that no reference is made in the LVIA to any security fencing, which 
may impact on landscape setting and views. Further, §14.5.5 raises the issues of a) gates 
and perimeter fencing; b) site access tracks and hard standing areas; and, c) control and 



switchgear buildings. BBC note that all infrastructure works should be addressed in the 
Environmental Statement.

(§7.4.63) (Table 7.3) Viewpoints LVIA: 'Rather it is the people that would be experiencing the 
view from it. Receptor groups within the study area that are likely to experience views of the 
Scheme include: …ii) Users of public rights of way, and other routes/ land with public 
access…':  It is unclear how the 'sequential visual effects' (§7.6.3iv) along Public Right of 
Ways (Fig. 14-2) has been provisionally assessed in Fig. 7-7 Viewpoint Locations. BBC 
would, apart from what is already presented, require a more localised LVIA with regards to 
both PRoWs and heritage assets.

(§7.5.13 & 15) Glint & glare: BBC accept the Applicant's reasoning that solar panels absorb 
light and that this may not be an issue. However, the Applicant would need to address the 
matter raised in Policy 57(ix) regarding possible impact on aviation in this regard.

Table 7.4 (Landscape and Visual) Summary of matters proposed to be scoped in/out. BBC 
review:
1. Night-time effects (Lighting) - all stages scoped out: the Applicant has not referenced how 
during the operational stage the scheme will be maintained during the darker winter months; 
and, emergency works and security aspects when lighting may be required.  Suggest that 
this is defined as 'lighting' and scoped in for the operational stage.
2. Table:  refer to concluding statement.

Chp8. Ecology and Nature Conservation
(§8.4.37) Field boundary hedgerows: 'Given the embedded retention of higher suitability field 
boundary habitats'; (§8.5.9) 'The Scheme's design evolution will seek to avoid areas of 
significant biodiversity value, such as field boundary hedgerows and ditch networks. Habitat 
enhancement measures and ongoing management practices will be proposed in line with 
guidance published by the Building Research Establishment (Biodiversity Guidance for Solar 
Developments) (2014) that will enhance and safeguard key habitats for the benefit of 
wildlife…': BBC would like to see a) specific address and evaluation of the cumulative value 
of habitat corridors (i.e. field boundary hedgerows) with the proviso of a minimum width 
corridor as set above;  and, b) how these are to be retained, mitigated, and enhanced within 
any (§8.5.13) Outline CEMP and Outline LEMP. BBC's concern is that as these important 
habitat and landscape corridors mature in height, they have the potential to throw direct and 
long shadows onto the solar panels. The impact of such should be recognised at the onset 
of the Application.

Further, the Application will need to address adjacencies of existing and proposed solar 
farms and how maturing screen landscapes and habitat corridors to their site may impact 
shadow patterns on these adjacent solar farms; and visa versa.

Further, the Applicant does not appear to give consideration to (treed) hedgerows that 
potentially form an integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts.  The same 
matter arises regarding Country Wildlife Sites and Ancient Woodlands (i.e. which require 
15m buffers). BBC note that this matter requires more detailed considerations in all stages of 
the Development.

(§8.4.58) 10% BNG: while BBC's Local Plan 2030 does not set the % of BNG to be attained, 
Policy 43 does require a 'net increase in biodiversity'. This matter is addressed by the 
Applicant.  However, we refer the Applicant to the DRAFT BBC Local Plan 2040, Policy DM7 
which requires 'securing a minimum of 10% BNG';  and, further §6.62 'the environmental 
agenda has moved on and it is now suggested we should go further than biodiversity net 
gain and adopt an environmental net gain approach in planning and development. The Local 



Plan 2040 provides an opportunity to update our policy. Environmental net gain is defined 
as: Environmental net gain = biodiversity net gain + natural capital gain'. We suggest that the 
Applicant is minded of this approach.

(§8.7.1) Surveys: 'Field surveys commenced in 2021 and will continue through 2023/24 
…The surveys may highlight new important ecological features …These would be discussed 
on a case-by-case basis with the local authorities, Natural England and other statutory and 
non-statutory consultees as appropriate'. BBC, in-principle acceptance, subject to a potential 
review of the extent of the Zone of Influence and/or Zone of Theoretical Visibility should this 
be required in response to new survey information noted above.  
[BBC note:  all parties will note that surveys are time sensitive,  CIEEM guidelines state that 
if the age of data is between 12-18 months old the report authors should highlight whether 
they consider it likely to be necessary to update the surveys.  If between 18-months and 3-
years an updated survey and report will be required.  Anything more than 3-years old the 
report is unlikely to still be valid and most, if not all, of the surveys will likely to need to be 
updated].

Table 8.1 (Ecology and Nature Conservation) Summary of matters proposed to be scoped 
in/out. BBC review:
1. Priority Habitats - operation and decommissioning scoped out: the Applicant will need to 
assess and evidence how during these two stage the scheme will manage, maintain, and 
restore these habitats as required by the Act; suggest stages to be scoped in.
2. Other on-site habitats - operation scoped out: suggest stages to be scoped in.
3. Amphibians - operation scoped out: suggest stages to be scoped in. Further, see attached 
submission by NatureSpace which concludes 'We are in agreement that great crested newt 
should be scoped into the Environmental Statement. In line with guidance from Natural 
England (Great crested newts: District Level Licensing for development projects, Natural 
England, March 2021), there is a reasonable likelihood that great crested newts would be 
impacted by the development proposals. It is therefore considered likely that a licence would 
be required to implement the proposal' (NatureSpace comment sheet; 24/11/2023).
4. Bats (roosting) - all stages scoped out. In light of the fact that 'Bats (Foraging and 
commuting)' for construction and operation are scoped in, to allow for a consistent 
assessment, Bats (roosting) should be scoped in.
5. Badgers - all stages scoped out. In light of the fact that badgers are territorial and maintain 
main, annex and outlying setts, collectively this will need to be surveyed, assessed, and 
possible mitigation proposed. Construction and operation should be scoped in.
6. Table:  refer to concluding statement.

Chp9. Flood Risk, Drainage and Surface Water
(§9.5.19) Pollution: 'onsite maintenance' i.e. chemical spills/cleaning materials to PV units; 
and, (§9.5.26) '… the impact of chemical pollution during the operational stage is proposed 
to be scoped out'. BBC express concern regarding possible soil and groundwater pollution 
arising from the 40-year operational stage and possible effect on agriculturally arable soils; 
matter should be assessed (it is noted that mitigation measures to form part of a LEMP 
condition if consent granted).

Table 9.1 (Flood risk, drainage, and surface water)  Summary of matters proposed to be 
scoped in/out. BBC review:
Table: refer to concluding statement.

Chp10. Ground Conditions (land contamination)
(§10.5.8) Pollution: 'pollutant-receptor-linkages and the siting of compounds and any fuels 
will need to be kept well away from the banks of any stream and other watercourses'.  BBC 
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to

w
er

 o
r s

ub
st

at
io

n 
is

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 T

hi
s 

is
 a

 
ra

re
 p

he
no

m
en

on
 th

at
 o

cc
ur

s 
w

he
n 

la
rg

e 
am

ou
nt

s 
of

 e
le

ct
ric

ity
 e

nt
er

 th
e 

ea
rth

. T
hi

s 
ca

n 
po

se
 a

 s
er

io
us

 h
az

ar
d 

to
 p

eo
pl

e 
or

 
eq

ui
pm

en
t t

ha
t a

re
 c

lo
se

 b
y.

W
e 

ad
vi

se
 th

at
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 w
or

ks
 a

re
 

no
t 

ca
rri

ed
 o

ut
 c

lo
se

 t
o 

ou
r 

to
w

er
 b

as
es

, 
pa

rti
cu

la
rly

 d
ur

in
g 

lig
ht

ni
ng

 s
to

rm
s.

N
oi

se
N

oi
se

 is
 a

 b
y-

pr
od

uc
t o

f N
at

io
na

l G
rid

’s
 

op
er

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 is

 c
ar

ef
ul

ly
 a

ss
es

se
d 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
pl

an
ni

ng
 a

nd
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 a

ny
 o

f o
ur

 
eq

ui
pm

en
t. 

D
ev

el
op

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
si

de
r t

he
 

no
is

e 
em

itt
ed

 fr
om

 N
at

io
na

l G
rid

’s
 s

ite
s 

or
 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

s 
w

he
n 

pl
an

ni
ng

 a
ny

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
, p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 h

ou
si

ng
. L

ow
-

fre
qu

en
cy

 h
um

 fr
om

 s
ub

st
at

io
ns

 c
an

, i
n 

so
m

e 
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s,

 b
e 

he
ar

d 
up

 to
 1

km
 o

r m
or

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
si

te
, s

o 
it 

is
 e

ss
en

tia
l t

ha
t d

ev
el

op
er

s 
fin

d 
ad

eq
ua

te
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

 fo
r t

hi
s 

in
 th

ei
r d

es
ig

n.
 

Fu
rth

er
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t l

ik
el

y 
no

is
e 

le
ve

ls
 

ca
n 

be
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

by
 N

at
io

na
l G

rid
.

M
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 a
cc

es
s

N
at

io
na

l G
rid

 n
ee

ds
 to

 h
av

e 
sa

fe
 a

cc
es

s 
fo

r v
eh

ic
le

s 
ar

ou
nd

 it
s 

as
se

ts
 a

nd
 w

or
k 

th
at

 re
st

ric
ts

 th
is

 w
ill 

no
t b

e 
al

lo
w

ed
.

In
 te

rm
s 

of
 o

ur
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

lin
es

, w
e 

w
ou

ld
n’

t w
an

t t
o 

se
e 

an
y 

ex
ca

va
tio

ns
 

m
ad

e,
 o

r p
er

m
an

en
t s

tru
ct

ur
es

 b
ui

lt,
 

th
at

 m
ig

ht
 a

ffe
ct

 th
e 

fo
un

da
tio

ns
 o

f o
ur

 
to

w
er

s.
 T

he
 s

iz
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
ns

 
ar

ou
nd

 a
 to

w
er

 b
as

e 
de

pe
nd

s 
on

 th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f t

ow
er

 th
at

 is
 b

ui
lt 

th
er

e.
 If

 y
ou

 
w

is
h 

to
 c

ar
ry

 o
ut

 w
or

ks
 w

ith
in

 3
0m

 o
f 

th
e 

to
w

er
 b

as
e,

 c
on

ta
ct

 N
at

io
na

l G
rid

 
fo

r m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 O

ur
 b

us
in

es
s 

ha
s 

to
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

ac
ce

ss
 ro

ut
es

 to
 to

w
er

 
ba

se
s 

w
ith

 la
nd

 o
w

ne
rs

. F
or

 th
at

 
re

as
on

, a
 ro

ut
e 

w
id

e 
en

ou
gh

 fo
r a

n 
H

G
V 

m
us

t b
e 

pe
rm

an
en

tly
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

 
W

e 
m

ay
 n

ee
d 

to
 a

cc
es

s 
ou

r s
ite

s,
 

to
w

er
s,

 c
on

du
ct

or
s 

an
d 

un
de

rg
ro

un
d 

ca
bl

es
 a

t s
ho

rt 
no

tic
e.

30
m

If
 y

ou
 w

is
h 

to
 c

ar
ry

 o
ut

 w
or

k 
w

ith
in

 th
is

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

to
w

er
 

ba
se

, y
ou

 m
us

t c
on

ta
ct

 N
at

io
na

l 
G

ri
d 

fo
r m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

Se
ct

io
n 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
on

ne
xt

 p
ag

e 
»
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Se

ct
io

n 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

fr
om

 
pr

ev
io

us
 p

ag
e

Fi
re

s 
an

d 
fir

ef
ig

ht
in

g
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 d

oe
s 

no
t r

ec
om

m
en

d 
th

at
 a

ny
 

ty
pe

 o
f f

la
m

m
ab

le
 m

at
er

ia
l i

s 
st

or
ed

 u
nd

er
 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

s.
 D

ev
el

op
er

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

aw
ar

e 
th

at
 in

 c
er

ta
in

 c
as

es
 th

e 
lo

ca
l f

ire
 a

ut
ho

rit
y 

w
ill 

no
t u

se
 w

at
er

 h
os

es
 to

 p
ut

 o
ut

 a
 fi

re
 if

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
liv

e,
 h

ig
h-

vo
lta

ge
 c

on
du

ct
or

s 
w

ith
in

 3
0m

 o
f t

he
 

se
at

 o
f t

he
 fi

re
 (a

s 
ou

tli
ne

d 
in

 E
N

A
 T

S
 4

3-
8)

.

In
 th

es
e 

si
tu

at
io

ns
, N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
to

 b
e 

no
tif

ie
d 

an
d 

re
co

nf
ig

ur
e 

th
e 

sy
st

em
 –

to
 a

llo
w

 s
ta

ff 
to

 s
w

itc
h 

ou
t t

he
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

lin
e 

–
be

fo
re

 a
ny

 fi
re

fig
ht

in
g 

co
ul

d 
ta

ke
 p

la
ce

. 
Th

is
 c

ou
ld

 ta
ke

 s
ev

er
al

 h
ou

rs
.

W
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

th
at

 a
ny

 s
ite

 w
hi

ch
 h

as
 a

 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ha

za
rd

 re
la

tin
g 

to
 fi

re
 o

r f
la

m
m

ab
le

 
m

at
er

ia
l s

ho
ul

d 
in

cl
ud

e 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
’s

 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

co
nt

ac
t d

et
ai

ls
 (f

ou
nd

 a
t t

he
 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
an

d 
en

d 
of

 th
is

 d
oc

um
en

t) 
in

 it
s 

fir
e 

pl
an

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 s
o 

an
y 

in
ci

de
nt

s 
ca

n 
be

 re
po

rte
d.

BS
 IS

O
 4

86
6:

20
10

 s
ta

te
s 

th
at

 a
 m

in
im

um
di

st
an

ce
 o

f 2
00

m
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

w
he

n 
ca

rry
in

g 
ou

t q
ua

rry
 b

la
st

in
g 

ne
ar

 o
ur

 a
ss

et
s.

 
H

ow
ev

er
, t

hi
s 

ca
n 

be
 re

du
ce

d 
w

ith
 s

pe
ci

fic
 

si
te

 s
ur

ve
ys

 a
nd

 c
ha

ng
es

 to
 th

e 
m

ax
im

um
 

in
st

an
ta

ne
ou

s 
ch

ar
ge

 (t
he

 a
m

ou
nt

of
 e

xp
lo

si
ve

 d
et

on
at

ed
 a

t a
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 ti
m

e)
.

Al
l a

ct
iv

iti
es

 s
ho

ul
d 

ob
se

rv
e 

gu
id

an
ce

 
la

ye
d 

ou
t i

n 
B

S
 5

22
8-

2:
20

09
.

M
ic

ro
sh

oc
ks

H
ig

h-
vo

lta
ge

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
po

w
er

 li
ne

s 
pr

od
uc

e 
an

 e
le

ct
ric

 fi
el

d.
 A

ny
 p

er
so

n 
or

 o
bj

ec
t i

ns
id

e 
th

is
 fi

el
d 

th
at

 is
n’

t e
ar

th
ed

 p
ic

ks
 u

p 
an

 
el

ec
tri

ca
l c

ha
rg

e.
 W

he
n 

tw
o 

co
nd

uc
tin

g 
ob

je
ct

s 
–

on
e 

th
at

 is
 g

ro
un

de
d 

an
d 

on
e 

th
at

 
is

n’
t –

to
uc

h,
 th

e 
ch

ar
ge

 c
an

 e
qu

al
is

e 
an

d 
ca

us
e 

a 
sm

al
l s

ho
ck

, k
no

w
n 

as
 a

 
m

ic
ro

sh
oc

k.
 W

hi
le

 th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

ha
rm

fu
l, 

th
ey

 c
an

 b
e 

di
st

ur
bi

ng
 fo

r t
he

 p
er

so
n 

or
 

an
im

al
 th

at
 s

uf
fe

rs
 th

e 
sh

oc
k.

Fo
r t

he
se

 re
as

on
s,

 m
et

al
-fr

am
ed

 a
nd

 m
et

al
-

cl
ad

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 c
lo

se
 to

 e
xi

st
in

g 
ov

er
he

ad
 li

ne
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ea

rth
ed

 to
 m

in
im

is
e 

th
e 

ris
k 

of
 m

ic
ro

sh
oc

ks
. A

ny
th

in
g 

th
at

 is
n’

t 
ea

rth
ed

, i
s 

co
nd

uc
tiv

e 
an

d 
si

ts
 c

lo
se

 to
 th

e 
lin

es
 is

 li
ke

ly
 to

 p
ic

k 
up

 a
 c

ha
rg

e.
 It

em
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

de
er

 fe
nc

es
, m

et
al

 p
al

is
ad

e 
fe

nc
in

g,
 c

ha
in

-li
nk

 
fe

nc
es

 a
nd

 m
et

al
 g

at
es

 u
nd

er
ne

at
h 

ov
er

he
ad

 
lin

es
 a

ll 
ne

ed
 to

 b
e 

ea
rth

ed
.

Fo
rf

ur
th

er
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 m
ic

ro
sh

oc
ks

 
pl

ea
se

 v
is

it 
w

w
w

.e
m

fs
.in

fo
.

D
ev

el
op

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

ei
r i

ns
ur

an
ce

 
co

ve
r t

ak
es

 in
to

 a
cc

ou
nt

 th
e 

ch
al

le
ng

e 
of

 p
ut

tin
g 

ou
t f

ire
s 

ne
ar

 o
ur

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
lin

es
.

Ex
ca

va
tio

ns
, p

ili
ng

 o
r t

un
ne

lli
ng

Yo
u 

m
us

t i
nf

or
m

 N
at

io
na

l G
rid

 o
f a

ny
 w

or
ks

 th
at

 
ha

ve
 th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l t

o 
di

st
ur

b 
th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
ns

 o
f 

ou
r s

ub
st

at
io

ns
 o

r o
ve

rh
ea

d 
lin

e 
to

w
er

s.
 T

hi
s 

w
ill 

ha
ve

 to
 b

e 
as

se
ss

ed
 b

y 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 

en
gi

ne
er

s 
be

fo
re

 a
ny

 w
or

k 
be

gi
ns

.

20
0m

Th
e 

m
in

im
um

 d
is

ta
nc

e 
th

at
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d 

fr
om

N
at

io
na

l G
ri

d 
as

se
ts

 w
he

n
qu

ar
ry

 b
la

st
in

g
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ec

ifi
c 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t g

ui
da

nc
e

D
ia

gr
am

 n
ot

 to
 s

ca
le

W
in

d 
fa

rm
s

N
at

io
na

l G
rid

’s
 p

ol
ic

y 
to

w
ar

ds
 w

in
d 

fa
rm

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
s 

cl
os

el
y 

co
nn

ec
te

d 
to

 th
e 

E
le

ct
ric

ity
 N

et
w

or
ks

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

E
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
n 

L4
4 

Se
pa

ra
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
W

in
d 

Tu
rb

in
es

 a
nd

 O
ve

rh
ea

d 
Li

ne
s,

 P
rin

ci
pl

es
 

of
 G

oo
d 

P
ra

ct
ic

e.
 T

he
 a

dv
ic

e 
is

 b
as

ed
 o

n
na

tio
na

l g
ui

de
lin

es
 a

nd
 g

lo
ba

l r
es

ea
rc

h.
 It

 m
ay

 
be

 a
dj

us
te

d 
to

 s
ui

t s
pe

ci
fic

 lo
ca

l a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
tw

o 
m

ai
n 

cr
ite

ria
 in

 th
e 

do
cu

m
en

t:

(i)
Th

e 
tu

rb
in

e 
sh

al
l b

e 
fa

r e
no

ug
h 

aw
ay

 
to

 a
vo

id
 th

e 
po

ss
ib

ilit
y 

of
 to

pp
lin

g 
on

to
 

th
e 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

(ii
)T

he
 tu

rb
in

e 
sh

al
l b

e 
fa

r e
no

ug
h 

aw
ay

 
to

 a
vo

id
 d

am
ag

e 
to

 th
e 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

 
fro

m
 d

ow
nw

ar
d 

w
ak

e 
ef

fe
ct

s,
al

so
 

kn
ow

n 
as

 tu
rb

ul
en

ce

Th
e 

to
pp

lin
g 

di
st

an
ce

 
is

 
th

e 
m

in
im

um
 

ho
riz

on
ta

l d
is

ta
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
w

or
st

-c
as

e 
pi

vo
t 

po
in

t 
of

 
th

e 
w

in
d 

tu
rb

in
e 

an
d 

th
e 

co
nd

uc
to

rs
 h

an
gi

ng
 

in
 

st
ill 

ai
r.

It 
is

 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

r o
f:

•
th

e 
tip

 h
ei

gh
t o

f t
he

 tu
rb

in
e 

pl
us

 1
0%

•
or

, t
he

 ti
p 

he
ig

ht
 o

f t
he

 tu
rb

in
e 

pl
us

 th
e 

el
ec

tri
ca

l s
af

et
y 

di
st

an
ce

 th
at

 a
pp

lie
s 

to
 

th
e 

vo
lta

ge
 o

f t
he

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
lin

e.

To
 m

in
im

is
e 

th
e 

do
w

nw
ar

d 
w

ak
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
an

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
lin

e,
 th

e 
w

in
d 

tu
rb

in
e 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 th

re
e 

tim
es

 th
e 

ro
to

r d
is

ta
nc

e 
aw

ay
 

fro
m

 th
e 

ce
nt

re
 o

f t
he

 o
ve

rh
ea

d 
lin

e.

W
ak

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
ca

n 
pr

em
at

ur
el

y 
ag

e 
co

nd
uc

to
rs

 
an

d 
fit

tin
gs

, s
ig

ni
fic

an
tly

 re
du

ci
ng

 th
e 

lif
e 

of
 th

e 
as

se
t. 

Fo
r t

ha
t r

ea
so

n,
 c

ar
ef

ul
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ta

ke
n 

if 
a 

w
in

d 
tu

rb
in

e 
ne

ed
s 

to
 b

e 
si

te
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
ab

ov
e 

lim
its

. A
gr

ee
m

en
t f

ro
m

 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 w

ill 
be

 re
qu

ire
d.

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 a
nd

 h
ou

si
ng

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 h

as
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 a
 d

oc
um

en
t 

ca
lle

d 
D

es
ig

n 
gu

id
el

in
es

 fo
r d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

ne
ar

 p
yl

on
s 

an
d 

H
V

O
 p

ow
er

 li
ne

s,
 w

hi
ch

 
gi

ve
s 

ad
vi

ce
 to

 a
ny

on
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 p

la
nn

in
g 

or
 d

es
ig

ni
ng

 la
rg

e-
sc

al
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 th
at

 
ar

e 
cr

os
se

d 
by

, o
r c

lo
se

 to
, o

ve
rh

ea
d 

lin
es

.

Th
e 

do
cu

m
en

t f
oc

us
es

 o
n 

ex
is

tin
g 

27
5k

V 
an

d 
40

0k
V 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

s 
on

 s
te

el
 la

tti
ce

 
to

w
er

s,
 b

ut
 c

an
 e

qu
al

ly
 a

pp
ly

 to
 1

32
kV

 a
nd

 
be

lo
w

. T
he

 d
oc

um
en

t e
xp

la
in

s 
ho

w
 to

 
de

si
gn

 la
rg

e-
sc

al
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 c
lo

se
 to

 
hi

gh
-v

ol
ta

ge
 li

ne
s,

 w
hi

le
 re

sp
ec

tin
g 

cl
ea

ra
nc

es
 a

nd
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t’s
 v

is
ua

l 
an

d 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l i

m
pa

ct
.

Th
e 

di
st

an
ce

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
ce

nt
re

 o
f t

he
ov

er
he

ad
 li

ne
 a

nd
 b

as
e 

of
 th

e 
tu

rb
in

e
ne

ed
s 

to
 b

e 
th

e 
gr

ea
te

r o
f:

•t
he

 h
ei

gh
t o

f t
he

 tu
rb

in
e,

 p
lu

s 
10

%
 

of
 th

at
 h

ei
gh

t a
ga

in

•o
r, 

th
re

e 
tim

es
 th

e 
di

am
et

er
 o

f t
he

 
tu

rb
in

e 
ro

to
r.

Tu
rb

in
es

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 fa

r e
no

ug
h 

aw
ay

 to
 a

vo
id

 th
e 

po
ss

ib
ili

ty
 o

f t
op

pl
in

g 
on

to
 th

e 
ov

er
he

ad
 li

ne

Se
ct

io
n 

co
nt

in
ue

s 
on

 n
ex

t p
ag

e 
»
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ia
gr

am
 n

ot
 to

 s
ca

le
«

Se
ct

io
n 

co
nt

in
ue

d 
fr

om
 

pr
ev

io
us

 p
ag

e
Th

e 
ad

vi
ce

 is
 in

te
nd

ed
 fo

r d
ev

el
op

er
s,

 
de

si
gn

er
s,

 la
nd

ow
ne

rs
, l

oc
al

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

, b
ut

 is
 n

ot
 li

m
ite

d 
to

 
th

os
e 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

.

O
ve

ra
ll,

 d
ev

el
op

er
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
aw

ar
e 

of
 a

ll 
th

e 
ha

za
rd

s 
an

d 
is

su
es

 re
la

tin
g 

to
 th

e 
el

ec
tri

ca
l e

qu
ip

m
en

t t
ha

t w
e 

ha
ve

 
di

sc
us

se
d 

w
he

n 
de

si
gn

in
g 

ne
w

 h
ou

si
ng

.

As
 w

e 
ex

pl
or

ed
 e

ar
lie

r, 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
’s

 
as

se
ts

 h
av

e 
th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l t

o 
cr

ea
te

 n
oi

se
. 

Th
is

 c
an

 b
e 

lo
w

 fr
eq

ue
nc

y 
an

d 
to

na
l, 

w
hi

ch
 

m
ak

es
 it

 q
ui

te
 n

ot
ic

ea
bl

e.
 It

 is
 th

e 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 d

ev
el

op
er

s 
to

 ta
ke

 th
is

 in
to

 
ac

co
un

t d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

de
si

gn
 s

ta
ge

 a
nd

 fi
nd

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 s

ol
ut

io
n.

Th
is

 m
ea

ns
 th

at
 th

e 
m

ax
im

um
 h

ei
gh

t o
f a

ny
 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
w

ill 
ne

ed
 to

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 s

af
et

y 
cl

ea
ra

nc
e 

lim
its

 a
re

n’
t b

re
ac

he
d.

Th
is

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
as

 lo
w

 a
s 

2m
. N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 

w
ill 

su
pp

ly
 p

ro
fil

e 
dr

aw
in

gs
 to

 a
id

 th
e 

pl
an

ni
ng

 o
f s

ol
ar

 fa
rm

s 
an

d 
de

te
rm

in
e 

th
e 

m
ax

im
um

 h
ei

gh
t o

f p
an

el
s 

an
d 

eq
ui

pm
en

t.

So
la

r p
an

el
s 

th
at

 a
re

 d
ire

ct
ly

 u
nd

er
ne

at
h 

po
w

er
 li

ne
s 

ris
k 

be
in

g 
da

m
ag

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
ra

re
 

oc
ca

si
on

 th
at

 a
 c

on
du

ct
or

 o
r f

itt
in

g 
fa

lls
 to

 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

. A
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
ris

k 
is

 ic
e 

fa
llin

g 
fro

m
 c

on
du

ct
or

s 
or

 to
w

er
s 

in
 w

in
te

r a
nd

 
da

m
ag

in
g 

so
la

r p
an

el
s.

Th
er

e 
is

 a
ls

o 
a 

ris
k 

of
 d

am
ag

e 
du

rin
g 

ad
ve

rs
e 

w
ea

th
er

 c
on

di
tio

ns
, s

uc
h 

as
 

lig
ht

ni
ng

 s
to

rm
s,

 a
nd

 s
ys

te
m

 fa
ul

ts
. A

s 
al

l 
ou

r t
ow

er
s 

ar
e 

ea
rth

ed
, a

 w
ea

th
er

 e
ve

nt
 

su
ch

 a
s 

lig
ht

ni
ng

 c
an

 c
au

se
 a

 ri
se

 in
 th

e 
ea

rth
 p

ot
en

tia
l a

ro
un

d

U
nd

er
gr

ou
nd
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es
 u
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 n
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r

ov
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s
M
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en
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m
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 b

e 
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t
w
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k 
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se
d

vo
lta
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To
w

er

Th
er

e 
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e 
se

ve
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l f
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to
rs
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 c
on

si
de

r w
he

n 
po

si
tio

ni
ng

 s
ol

ar
 fa

rm
s 

ne
ar

 N
at

io
na

l G
rid
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ss

et
s

Th
e 

hi
gh

es
t p

oi
nt

on
 th

e 
so

la
r p

an
el

s
m

us
tb

e 
a 

m
in

im
um

 
of

 5
.3

m
 fr

om
 th

e
lo

w
es

t c
on

du
ct

or
s

So
la

r f
ar

m
s

W
hi

le
 th

er
e 

is
 li

m
ite

d 
re

se
ar

ch
 a

nd
 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 a
va

ila
bl

e,
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

se
ve

ra
l k

ey
 fa

ct
or

s 
to

 c
on

si
de

r w
he

n 
de

si
gn

in
g 

So
la

r F
ar

m
s 

in
 th

e 
vi

ci
ni

ty
 o

f 
O

ve
rh

ea
d 

Po
w

er
 L

in
es

.

D
ev

el
op

er
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

to
 b

ui
ld

 o
n 

ar
ab

le
 la

nd
 c

lo
se

 to
 N

at
io

na
l G

rid
’s

 a
ss

et
s.

In
 k

ee
pi

ng
 w

ith
 th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 c
le

ar
an

ce
 li

m
its

 
th

at
 w

e 
ou

tli
ne

d 
ea

rli
er

 fo
r s

ol
ar

 p
an

el
s 

di
re

ct
ly

 u
nd

er
ne

at
h 

ov
er

he
ad

 li
ne

 
co

nd
uc

to
rs

, t
he

 h
ig

he
st

 p
oi

nt
 o

n 
th

e 
so

la
r 

pa
ne

ls
 m

us
t b

e 
no

 m
or

e 
th

an
 5

.3
m

 fr
om

 
th

e 
lo

w
es

t c
on

du
ct

or
s.

th
e 

ba
se

 o
f a

 to
w

er
. S

ol
ar

 p
an

el
 s

up
po

rt 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 a
nd

 s
up

pl
y 

ca
bl

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
ad

eq
ua

te
ly

 e
ar

th
ed

 a
nd

 b
on

de
d 

to
ge

th
er

 
to

 m
in

im
is

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 th
is

 te
m

po
ra

ry
 

ris
e 

in
 e

ar
th

 p
ot

en
tia

l.

An
y 

m
et

al
lic

 fe
nc

in
g 

th
at

 is
 lo

ca
te

d 
un

de
r 

an
 o

ve
rh

ea
d 

lin
e 

w
ill 

pi
ck

 u
p 

an
 e

le
ct

ric
al

 
ch

ar
ge

. F
or

 th
is

 re
as

on
, i

t w
ill 

ne
ed

 to
 b

e 
ad

eq
ua

te
ly

 e
ar

th
ed

 to
 m

in
im

is
e 

m
ic

ro
sh

oc
ks

 to
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

.

Fo
r n

or
m

al
, r

ou
tin

e 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 a

nd
 in

 a
n 

em
er

ge
nc

y 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 re

qu
ire

s 
un

re
st

ric
te

d 
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ce
ss

 to
 it

s 
as

se
ts

. S
o 

if 
a 

to
w

er
 is

 e
nc

lo
se

d 
in

 a
 s

ol
ar

 fa
rm

 c
om

po
un

d,
 

w
e 

w
ill

ne
ed

 fu
ll 

ac
ce

ss
 fo

r o
ur

 v
eh

ic
le

s,

H
G

V 
ac

ce
ss

 c
or

rid
or

H
G

V 
w

id
th

In
cl

ud
in

g
ac

ce
ss

 th
ro

ug
h 

an
y 

co
m

po
un

d 
ga

te
s.

 
D

ur
in

g
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 –

an
d 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 re

-c
on

du
ct

or
in

g
–

N
at

io
na

l G
rid

 w
ou

ld
 n

ee
d 

en
ou

gh
 s

pa
ce

 
ne

ar
 o

ur
 to

w
er

s 
fo

r w
in

ch
es

 a
nd

 c
ab

le
 

dr
um

s.
 If

 e
no

ug
h 

sp
ac

e 
is

 n
ot

 a
va

ila
bl

e,
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 re
qu

ire
 s

ol
ar

 p
an

el
s 

to
 b

e 
te

m
po

ra
ril

y 
re

m
ov

ed
.

No height restrictions
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n 
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re
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In
 s

om
e 

ca
se

s,
 w

he
re

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 ri

sk
 th

at
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t w

ill 
im

pa
ct

 o
n 

N
at

io
na

l 
G

rid
’s

 a
ss

et
s,

 w
e 

w
ill 

in
si

st
 o

n 
an

 a
ss

et
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ro
te

ct
io

n 
ag

re
em

en
t b

ei
ng

 p
ut

 in
 p

la
ce

. 
Th

e 
co

st
 o

f t
hi

s 
w

ill 
be

 th
e 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
of

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

r o
r t

hi
rd

 p
ar

ty
.

C
on

ta
ct

 d
et

ai
ls

Em
er

ge
nc

y 
si

tu
at

io
ns

R
ou

tin
e 

en
qu

iri
es

If 
yo

u 
sp

ot
 a

 p
ot

en
tia

l h
az

ar
d 

on
 o

r n
ea

r a
n 

ov
er

he
ad

Em
ai

l:
el

ec
tri

ci
ty

 li
ne

, d
o 

no
t a

pp
ro

ac
h 

it,
 e

ve
n 

at
 g

ro
un

d 
le

ve
l.

as
se

tp
ro

te
ct

io
n@

na
tio

na
lg

rid
.c

om
Ke

ep
 a

s 
fa

r a
w

ay
 a

s 
po

ss
ib

le
 a

nd
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

si
x 

st
ep

s
be

lo
w

:
• W

ar
n 

an
yo

ne
 c

lo
se

 b
y 

to
 e

va
cu

at
e 

th
e 

ar
ea

• C
al

l o
ur

 2
4-

ho
ur

 e
le

ct
ric

ity
 e

m
er

ge
nc

y 
nu

m
be

r:
C

al
l A

ss
et

 P
ro

te
ct

io
n

on
:

08
00

 4
04

 0
90

 (O
pt

io
n 

1)
1

08
00

 0
01

42
82

• G
iv

e 
yo

ur
 n

am
e 

an
d 

co
nt

ac
t p

ho
ne

 n
um

be
r

• E
xp

la
in

 th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f t
he

 is
su

e 
or

 h
az

ar
d

O
pe

ni
ng

 h
ou

rs
:

• G
iv

e 
as

 m
uc

h 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
as

 p
os

si
bl

e 
so

 w
e 

ca
n 

id
en

tif
y

M
on

da
y 

to
 F

rid
ay

 0
8:

00
-1

6:
00

th
e 

lo
ca

tio
n 

–
i.e

. t
he

 n
am

e 
of

 th
e 

to
w

n 
or

 v
illa

ge
,

nu
m

be
rs

 o
f n

ea
rb

y 
ro

ad
s,

 p
os

tc
od

e 
an

d 
(O

N
LY

 if
 it

 c
an

be
 o

bs
er

ve
d 

w
ith

ou
t p

ut
tin

g 
yo

u 
or

 o
th

er
s 

in
 d

an
ge

r) 
th

e
to

w
er

 n
um

be
r o

f a
n 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 p
yl

on
• A

w
ai

t f
ur

th
er

 c
on

ta
ct

 fr
om

 a
 N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 e

ng
in

ee
r

1
It 

is
 c

rit
ic

al
ly

 im
po

rta
nt

 th
at

 y
ou

 d
on

’t 
us

e 
th

is
 p

ho
ne

 n
um

be
r

fo
r a

ny
 o

th
er

 p
ur

po
se

. I
f y

ou
 n

ee
d 

to
 c

on
ta

ct
 N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 fo

r
an

ot
he

r r
ea

so
n 

pl
ea

se
 u

se
 o

ur
 C

on
ta

ct
 C

en
tre

 a
t

w
w

w
2.

na
tio

na
lg

rid
.c

om
/c

on
ta

ct
-u

s 
to

 fi
nd

 th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
or

 c
al

l 0
80

0 
00

14
28

2.

Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 p

lc
20

21
, a

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

Al
l c

op
yr

ig
ht

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 in

te
lle

ct
ua

l
pr

op
er

ty
 ri

gh
ts

 a
ris

in
g 

in
 a

ny
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

w
ith

in
 th

is
 d

oc
um

en
t a

re
,

un
le

ss
 o

th
er

w
is

e 
st

at
ed

, o
w

ne
d 

by
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 p

lc
 o

r o
th

er
 c

om
pa

ni
es

 in
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l G

rid
 g

ro
up

 o
f c

om
pa

ni
es

.
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 C
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at
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Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales
number 09346363

RNA Energy Ltd
East Park Energy
C/o Lexington
Third Floor, Queens House
Queen Street
Manchester
M2 5HT
Via Email:
eastparkenergyproject@planninginspectorate
.gov.uk

Operations (East)
National Highways
Woodlands
Manton Lane
Bedford MK41 7LW

14 November 2023
NH/23/03580

Dear Sir/Madam,

EN010141 - 23/02405/LPA RNA Energy Ltd (the Applicant) for an Order granting
Development Consent for East Park Energy (the Proposed Development)

National Highways welcomes the opportunity to comment on the scoping of the ES for
this future application.

The Site is located across approximately 768 ha of land to the west of St Neots, with
the point of connection to the National Grid to be at the Eaton Socon Substation. The
Site will be accessed from the SRN via the B645 Kimbolton Road. To the west of its
junction with the A1, the B645 Kimbolton Road.

National Highways has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as
strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is
the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road
Network (SRN). It is our role to maintain the safe and efficient operation of the SRN
whilst acting as a delivery partner to national economic growth.

In relation to this application, National highways would like to see the following within
the Scoping Report:

The assessment methodology should comply with IEMA July 2023 Environmental
Assessment of Traffic and Movement. We would also recommended that reference is
made to the newly updated DfT Circular 01/2022, which provides guidance regarding
how the impact of the proposed development on the SRN should be assessed together
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with ‘The strategic road network and the delivery of sustainable development (National
Highways and the strategic road network)’.

The scoping note states there is so few trips relating to the A1 that it is not considered
to be a particular traffic impact issue. Given the nature of the proposed scheme this is
understandable but National Highways request the number of trips is shown on routes
on the SRN going to and from site for staff and site workers and while as operational
traffic.

It is clear construction traffic will be the most impact, National Highways need to
understand the methodology the construction traffic has been derived and which
routes they will use. We will want to see the Peak flows (not averages) on the key
routes. We will also want to see the abnormal load routing and number of trip
information. A CTMP will be required to be reviewed by National Highways.

We trust the above is useful and would like to be kept informed of the peer
consultation.

Yours sincerely,

Jen Searle
Spatial Planner, Beds, Bucks and Herts
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Patten, Jack

From: NATS Safeguarding <NATSSafeguarding@nats.co.uk>
Sent: 31 October 2023 14:36
To: East Park Energy
Subject: RE: EN010141 - East Park Energy - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation 

[SG36389]

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
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If you are not the intended recipient, please notify our Help Desk at Email Information.Solutions@nats.co.uk 
immediately. You should not copy or use this email or attachment(s) for any purpose nor disclose their contents 
to any other person.  
 
NATS computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them recorded, to secure the effective 
operation of the system.  
 
Please note that neither NATS nor the sender accepts any responsibility for viruses or any losses caused as a 
result of viruses and it is your responsibility to scan or otherwise check this email and any attachments.  
 
NATS means NATS (En Route) plc (company number: 4129273), NATS (Services) Ltd (company number 
4129270), NATSNAV Ltd (company number: 4164590) or NATS Ltd (company number 3155567) or NATS 
Holdings Ltd (company number 4138218). All companies are registered in England and their registered office is at 
4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hampshire, PO15 7FL.  
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Patten, Jack

From: BCW Planning <Planning.BCW@northnorthants.gov.uk>
Sent: 07 November 2023 10:32
To: East Park Energy
Subject: FW: EN010141 - East Park Energy - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation
Attachments: EN010141 - East Park Energy - Statutory Consultation Letter.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good morning 

Thank you for the below consultation. 

North Northamptonshire Council (Wellingborough Team) have no comments or objections. 

Kind regards 

Planning Validations Officer 
Development Management 
North Northamptonshire Council, Swanspool House, Doddington Road, Wellingborough NN8 1BP 
T: 0300 126 3000 | DD: 01933 231906 
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web 
security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious 
activity, human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out 
more, visit our website. 
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Patten, Jack

From: Before You Dig <BeforeYouDig@northerngas.co.uk>
Sent: 31 October 2023 11:29
To: East Park Energy
Subject: RE: EXT:EN010141 - East Park Energy - EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good Morning, 

Northern Gas Networks do not cover this area. 

Please forward your enquiry to plantprotection@cadentgas.com

You can use the link below to check which gas network operator covers each area before submission to ensure you 
have the correct network; 
https://www.energynetworks.org/operating-the-networks/whos-my-network-operator

Kind regards,  

Lucy McMahon 

Administration Assistant  
Before You Dig 
Northern Gas Networks 
1st Floor, 1 Emperor Way 
Doxford Park 
Sunderland 
SR3 3XR 

My working days are Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 08:00am – 16:30pm 

Before You Dig: 0800 040 7766 (option 5) 
www.northerngasnetworks.co.uk  
facebook.com/northerngasnetworks
twitter.com/ngngas
Alternative contact:
beforeyoudig@northerngas.co.uk  
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Get involved! Have your say in the future of your gas network and win great prizes, by taking part in our BIG 
customer survey at together.northerngasnetworks.co.uk Keep posted to take part in a range of activities from 
workshops to roadshows. Together, we are the network. 

Northern Gas Networks Limited (05167070) | Northern Gas Networks Operations Limited (03528783) | Northern Gas Networks 
Holdings Limited (05213525) | Northern Gas Networks Pensions Trustee Limited (05424249) | Northern Gas Networks Finance 
Plc (05575923). Registered address: 1100 Century Way, Thorpe Park Business Park, Colton, Leeds LS15 8TU. Northern Gas 
Networks Pension Funding Limited Partnership (SL032251). Registered address: 1st Floor Citypoint, 65 Haymarket Terrace, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, EH12 5HD. For information on how we use your details please 
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Patten, Jack

From: clerk@pertenhallandswineshead-pc.gov.uk
Sent: 20 November 2023 08:27
To: East Park Energy
Cc: 'FULLER, Richard'; 'Tom Wootton'; Julie Cox; Martin Towler
Subject: East Park Energy Project Scoping Consultation - Response from Pertenhall & 

Swineshead Parish Council

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Sir or Madam 

Pertenhall & Swineshead Parish Council has no issues with what East Park Energy has put in the scoping document 
although it does have significant issues with the scheme in itself. It is difficult to comment without seeing the full 
proposal. UnƟl we have seen the environment statement we will reserve our posiƟon. There are going to be major 
issues regarding landscape and heritage. We will be taking professional advice on the final report and our objecƟons 
will be professionally supported. We reserve our posiƟon on other issues unƟl we have seen the detail. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Diane Robins, CiLCA 
Clerk to Pertenhall & Swineshead Parish Council 

Tel:   Mob:  www.pertenhallandswineshead-pc.gov.uk 
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Patten, Jack

From: clerk@staploe-pc.gov.uk
Sent: 27 November 2023 23:27
To: East Park Energy
Cc: 'Emilio Meola (PC)'; 'Ged Meola (PC)'; 'Jane Thomson'; 'Jo Ibbett (PC)'; 'Phillip 

Yockney'; 'Veronica Zwetsloot (PC)'
Subject: Staploe Parish Council Response

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Staploe Parish Council have examined the yellow table in the scoping document (p310 to 333) 
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN010141-000010 
and it is our opinion that the following should be scoped in: 

1. Glint and glare during operation 
2. night time effects throughout the project as lighting may be used during construction and decommissioning 
3. residential visual amenity throughout the project not just during operation 
4. non statutory designated sites for nature conservation throughout (the fences have a significant impact on 

nature – High Wood, Hail Weson is an ancient woodland and would be very close to site D and already has a 
well advanced proposal to build a solar farm on its three other boundaries.) 

5. irreplaceable habitats (eg High Wood, Hail Weston ancient woodland will be almost surrounded if this 
project and High Wood solar farm go ahead),  

6. priority habitats throughout (they may be retained but what effect will the fencing, noise, lighting have?) 
7. non-breeding birds during operation (they can dive into the panels thinking it is water) 
8. roosting bats during construction and operation (can dive into panels thinking it is water, may be affected by 

the lighting during construction / decommissioning and fencing) 
9. reptiles should be scoped in as there are a lot of grass snakes in the area 
10. badgers should be scoped in as there are many in the area and they can be dramatically affected by the 

fencing 
11. otters have been returning to the area (seen in Duloe Brook last year) and should be scoped in 
12. water voles are present in the area 
13. invertebrates should be scoped in (we have some rare moths in our area eg. Small Eggar Moth which may be 

affected during construction / by lighting 
14. water quality from increased siltation should be scoped in during operation as the change in runoff patterns 

can affect water quality and siltation 
15. human health should be scoped in because losing green spaces and views to industrial views of panels can 

affect people’s mental health 
16. setting impacts to designated heritage assets should be scoped in during construction 
17. non-designated heritage assets should be scoped in because they are of importance locally 
18. noise impacts should be scoped in during decommissioning 
19. noise impacts of traffic should be scoped in during decommissioning 
20. traffic and transport – all aspects should be scoped in during decommissioning as well as construction 
21. increases in winter precipitation due to climate change should be scoped in during construction and 

decommissioning due to mud 
22. changes in water availability should be scoped in during operation as they will need to wash the panels 
23. travel of construction workers should be scoped in – they may need to stay in caravans on site 
24. energy consumption from providing clean water and treatment of waste water – include because they may 

need caravans on site and toilets etc. and they may need to wash panels during operation 
25. vehicle emissions should be included during decommissioning as well as construction 
26. effects on agricultural land use should be included during construction and decommissioning. 

  
We also want to know about: 

1. archaeology – when will that be done – is it included in the environmental scoping document? 
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2. Working hours – will they be limited to 8-5 Monday to Friday excluding bank holidays during construction 
and decommissioning? 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Lucy Crawford 
Clerk to Staploe Parish Council 
33, Staploe, 
St. Neots, 
Cambs. PE19 5JA 

 
clerk@staploe-pc.gov.uk 
Our privacy policy is available on our website: h ps://staploe-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/simple-file-
list/Policies/Data-Protec on-and-CCTV/General-Privacy-No ce.pdf 
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 Environmental Hazards and Emergencies Department 
Seaton House, City Link 
London Road  
Nottingham, NG2 4LA 

 nsipconsultations@ukhsa.gov.uk  
www.gov.uk/ukhsa 
 
Your Ref: EN010141 
Our Ref:   64721 
 

Mr Jack Patten 
EIA Advisor 
Environmental Services 
Operational Group 3 
Temple Quay House,  
2 The Square 
Bristol   BS1 6PN 
 
28th November 2023  
 
 
Dear Mr Patten 
 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 
East Park Energy [PINS Reference: EN010141] 
Scoping Consultation Stage 
 
Thank you for including the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) in the scoping consultation 
phase of the above application. Please note that we request views from the Office for 
Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID) and the response provided below is sent 
on behalf of both UKHSA and OHID.  The response is impartial and independent. 
 
The health of an individual or a population is the result of a complex interaction of a wide 
range of different determinants of health, from an individual’s genetic make-up to lifestyles 
and behaviours, and the communities, local economy, built and natural environments to 
global ecosystem trends. All developments will have some effect on the determinants of 
health, which in turn will influence the health and wellbeing of the general population, 
vulnerable groups, and individual people. Although assessing impacts on health beyond 
direct effects from for example emissions to air or road traffic incidents is complex, there is a 
need to ensure a proportionate assessment focused on an application’s significant effects. 
 
Having considered the submitted scoping report we wish to make the following specific 
comments and recommendations: 
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Environmental Public Health 
We understand that the promoter will wish to avoid unnecessary duplication and that many 
issues including air quality, emissions to water, waste, contaminated land etc. will be 
covered elsewhere in the Environmental Statement (ES). We believe the summation of 
relevant issues into a specific section of the report provides a focus which ensures that 
public health is given adequate consideration.  The section should summarise key 
information, risk assessments, proposed mitigation measures, conclusions and residual 
impacts, relating to human health.  Compliance with the requirements of National Policy 
Statements and relevant guidance and standards should also be highlighted. 
 
In terms of the level of detail to be included in an ES, we recognise that the differing nature 
of projects is such that their impacts will vary. UKHSA and OHID’s predecessor organisation 
Public Health England produced an advice document Advice on the content of 
Environmental Statements accompanying an application under the NSIP Regime’, setting 
out aspects to be addressed within the Environmental Statement1. This advice document 
and its recommendations are still valid and should be considered when preparing an ES. 
Please note that where impacts relating to health and/or further assessments are scoped 
out, promoters should fully explain and justify this within the submitted documentation.    
 
Recommendation 
Our position is that pollutants associated with road traffic or combustion, particularly 
particulate matter and oxides of nitrogen are non-threshold; i.e, an exposed population is 
likely to be subject to potential harm at any level and that reducing public exposure to non-
threshold pollutants (such as particulate matter and nitrogen dioxide) below air quality 
standards will have potential public health benefits. We support approaches which minimise 
or mitigate public exposure to non-threshold air pollutants, address inequalities (in exposure) 
and maximise co-benefits (such as physical exercise). We encourage their consideration 
during development design, environmental and health impact assessment, and development 
consent. 
 
We note that the Applicant has scoped out the further assessment of Major Accidents and 
Incidents. Considering that more detail will be forthcoming and is required to adequately 
assess residential receptor impacts arising from the proposed development, we consider that 
Major Accidents (including and especially fire risks) have not yet been fully assessed and 
that it is too early to scope out a detailed assessment of Major Accidents at this stage. We 
recommend that the Promoter considers scoping in Major Accidents and Disasters, until the 
route for the underground cable route has been finalised and the potential for accidents that 
might affect public health is fully understood. This is not withstanding the fact that safe 
methods of working would be used. 

 
1 
https://khub.net/documents/135939561/390856715/Advice+on+the+content+of+environmental+statements+acc
ompanying+an+application+under+the+Nationally+Significant+Infrastructure+Planning+Regime.pdf/a86b5521-
46cc-98e4-4cad-f81a6c58f2e2?t=1615998516658   
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Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs)  
Recommendation 
The Applicant should assess the potential public health impact of EMFs arising from any 
electrical equipment associated with the development. Alternatively, a statement should be 
provide explaining why EMFs can be scoped out. For more information on how to carry out 
the assessment, please see the accompanying linked UKHSA NSIP advice document1. 
 
Human Health and Wellbeing - OHID 
This section of OHID’s response, identifies the wider determinants of health and wellbeing 
we expect the ES to address, to demonstrate whether they are likely to give rise to 
significant effects. OHID has focused its approach on scoping determinants of health and 
wellbeing under four themes, which have been derived from an analysis of the wider 
determinants of health mentioned in the National Policy Statements. The four themes are:  

• Access  
• Traffic and Transport  
• Socioeconomic  
• Land Use  

Having considered the submitted scoping report OHID wish to make the following specific 
comments and recommendations: 
 
Methodology 
We note the proposal to not have a separate human health chapter within the ES and do not 
object provided that sufficient detail and consideration is provided within the other individual 
chapters on matters of population and human health. 
We reserve the right to require separate considering of population and human health should 
any other chapters within the ES identify significant effects. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
On behalf of UK Health Security Agency 
 
 
Please mark any correspondence for the attention of National Infrastructure Planning 
Administration. 
 




