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Term Definition 

Solar Irradiance 
Solar irradiance is the output of light energy that is received from the Sun 
and measured on Earth, and therefore it is the amount of light energy 
that actually reaches the Earth. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) is a system used in England and 
Wales to grade the quality of land for agricultural use, according to the 
extent by which physical or chemical characteristics impose long-term 
limitations. 

Best and Most 
Versatile Land 

Land in Grades 1, 2 and 3a of the Agricultural Land Classification. 

Brownfield Land 
For the purpose of this report, Brownfield Land is taken to mean land 
which is on a Brownfield Land Register. 

Grid Capacity 
Grid capacity is how much power the system can reliably accept for new 
generation. 

Overplanting 

Overplanting refers to the situation in which the installed generating 
capacity or nameplate capacity of the facility is larger than the 
generator’s grid connection. This allows developers to take account of 
degradation in panel array efficiency over time, thereby enabling the grid 
connection to be maximised across the lifetime of the site. 

Previously 
Developed Land 

For the purpose of this report, Previously Developed Land is taken to 
mean land which is not on a brownfield land register, but has been 
previously developed and which could now be suitable for solar 
development. (Note this definition departs from the NPPF definition).  
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Acronym Definition 

AONB Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

DCO Development Consent Order 

LNR Local Nature Reserve 

MW Megawatt 

NNR National Nature Reserve 

NPS National Policy Statement 

NSIP Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 

PDL Previously Developed Land 

PoC Point of Connection 

PPG Planning Practice Guidance 

PV Photovoltaic 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SIR Site Identification Report 

SPA Special Protection Area 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 RNA Energy Ltd has instructed Axis to prepare this Site Identification Report 

(SIR) to assist them in identifying a suitable site area for a proposed solar 

farm (the ‘Scheme’) with a generating capacity of 400 megawatts (MW). The 

Scheme would be classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 

(NSIP) due to its generating capacity, and therefore would require a 

Development Consent Order (DCO) prior to construction.  

1.1.2 The purpose of this SIR is to identify a preferred ‘Search Zone’ for the 

Scheme, taking into consideration a range of planning, environmental and 

operational factors. This Search Zone can then be taken forward by RNA 

Energy Ltd to identify and engage with landowners. 

1.1.3 The SIR is supported by figures which are appended to the end of this report. 
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